
 

    Fifth Sunday of Easter (Year A) 

10th May 2020 

  

Readings: Acts 6:1-7         1 Peter 2:4-9     John 14:1-12 
 

The beginning of the history of the diaconate 
 

Today’s first reading recounts the event of seven men being selected by the 
community and ordained into the diaconate by the apostles. These seven men 
were the first deacons in the history of the Church. The background of this event 
was that the Church was growing considerably. The apostles were too busy to 
look after everything perfectly. This resulted in the complaint by the Hellenists 
that their own widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution. There 
might had been other complaints that are not recorded in the Bible. By the 
selection and ordination of the deacons, the apostles could continue to focus 
on prayer and the service of the word. Meanwhile, with the support of the 
deacons, other business of the Church was well handled, too.  
 

Under the guidance and leadership of the apostles, the Church still had such 
deficiencies, which might be difficult for some people to accept. The apostles 
had been taught by Jesus himself and had witnessed many wonders performed 
by Jesus. Therefore, to some people at that time, a community established and 
led by the apostles should be nearly perfect. If the community was not perfect, 
the people may have wondered how they could have had better pastors. 
Through reflecting on today’s first reading, we may learn one truth, that although 
the Church is called to holiness, it does not mean she is already perfect. As we 
know, nobody is perfect in this world. Our Church consists of imperfect 
members. This means that the Church herself, as an institution, won’t be 
perfect, either, no matter whom the pastor is. In this sense, whenever we find 
out that there are some complaints, issues, or even tensions in the Church, we 
shouldn’t feel frustrated, nor should we despair. These issues might not be the 
particular fault of anyone, including the pastor. They may just come about 
through the imperfection in all of us. What we should do is to follow the Holy 
Spirit, face the situation together (the members and pastor), then overcome the 
difficulties as the apostles and their community did.  
  

Apart from this, we might also have noticed that the apostles made the decision 
to have deacons in the Church. It was a big decision as they were developing 
the structure of the Church. When we open the books of the gospels, we can’t 
find any words directly from Jesus that obviously suggest the degree of 
diaconate of Holy Orders. Clearly, it is the apostles that, in the spirit of Jesus’ 
words when he instituted Holy Orders, created the diaconate, having made the 
decision according to needs of the situation. Of course, they did all of this under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. In fact, The Acts of the Apostles is called the 
gospel of the Holy Spirit. Throughout the history of our Church many other big 
decisions have been made under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, if 
our Church as a whole, will one day need to make some big decisions like this 
one according to the situation, we should support and accept them as we 
believe that the Holy Spirit is always at work among us in the Church.  
 

My dear friends, in our parish, we have a wonderful deacon, Deacon Mike. He 
has been working so hard for our parish. The event recounted in today’s first 
reading marks the beginning of the history of the diaconate in our church. 
Therefore, let us take this opportunity to thank God for the diaconate, and 
especially in our case for Deacon Mike.                   

Fr Baiyi 

Readings for next weekend: Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17      1 Peter 3:15-18     John 14:15-21 



  

Mary - Mother of Hope, Pray for Us 
  

Traditionally our Catholic Church has set aside May as a 
time to honour Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Wonderfully, 
the second Sunday of May is also when we remember and 
celebrate the gift of mothering – given by mothers, 
grandmothers and all those significant women who love, 
nourish and give hope to others.  
 

Prayers to Honour Mothering 
Let us pray … this Mother’s Day that God will bless and 
strengthen all women so that they may radiate Hope in 
their world. 
  

Let us pray … with Joyce Rupp’s beautiful prayer that 
celebrates Mary and mothering. 
 

Holy Mother 
Cradle us.  
Comfort us. 
Nurture us. 
Teach us. 
Protect us. 
Counsel us. 
Celebrate us. 
Sustain us. 
Love us.1. 

 

Let us pray … by spending time in silent prayer asking our 
Holy Mother to listen to us and hold us so that our fears 
may fall and hope may sustain us.  
 
1. Joyce Rupp 2018, Anchors for the Soul: Daily Wisdom for 
Inspiration and Guidance, Sorin Books, Notre Dame, IN, May 2.  
 

     Faith Enrichment Group   

Youth Update: Young adults (18-35 year olds) 
zoom catch up Monday nights 7pm 
Meeting ID: 464-455-070 
High school youth group zoom catch up's weekly, 
check our instagram for more details.  
During this time of online ministry, you can contact 
us at our instagram (@rochedaleyouth)  
or via email youth.stpetroch@bne. catholic.net.au. 

Olivia, Youth Ministry Co-ordinator 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: We would be very 
grateful, if you are able, to please continue to 
support the Parish financially. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you would like to direct 
transfer your Planned Giving to our bank account, 
our BSB is 064-786 and Account number is 
007021101. Please use your surname and Planned 
Giving (or PG) as reference. You can set this up 
yourself on any device where you can access your 
online banking. 
 

Or via Credit Card: Please contact the Parish Office 
via phone or email as we can either set up a monthly 
credit card donation or do an individual case by case 
donation of as little as $5.00 over the phone. 
 

Direct Debit: Please contact us to set up Direct 
Debit through the Archdiocesan Development Fund. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App Our parish is one of the trial 
parishes for this app that the Archdiocese has 
created. The app is available to download from the 
Apple Store and Google Play store or you can 
access it via parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au. 
You will need to create an account the first time you 
log in and select your favourite parish, St Peter’s 
Catholic Parish Rochedale! The logo to look for in 
the app store is a yellow and white cross forming a 
circle on a purple background. You can use the app 
for a one-off payment or set it up for regular giving.  
See our parish website for detailed ‘User Guides’. 
From the Home Page click on ‘Parish 
Contribution’. 
Thank you for your  

continuing support. 

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website www.stpetersrochedale.org.au and click on ‘Stay Connected’ to find the latest 
updates and links. Some printed copies of the newsletter & Sunday liturgies will be left in front of the church. 
 

Sunday Liturgies: Fr Baiyi will continue to celebrate 9am Sunday Mass each week, with no congregation 
present, praying for us and with us all in this difficult time. Please join him in prayer from your homes at that time. 
 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St Stephen 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and 10am Sunday at 
www.archbne.org/bzw. Channel 10 televises Mass at 6am on Sundays. 
  

Parish Office hours are Friday 8.15am to 1.15pm. Staff are working from home and will check emails & phone 
messages periodically. In case of an emergency please contact Fr Baiyi on 0481 975 660. 
 

The Catholic Leader: News for free at www.catholicleader.com.au. 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY  
to all the mothers, grandmothers  

and all the women who fill the role of mother  
in our lives.  

 

 

 

 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who is 
housebound or facing difficulties during these challenging 
times please contact Lynn on 0403051103 or the Parish 
Office 33414421.God bless you all, look out for another 
and let us stand united together in prayer, love and hope. 
 

St Matthias: It is interesting in this season of Easter as we read the stories of the early church leading up to 
Pentecost that St Matthias is remembered this Thursday on his Feast Day, 14th May. St Matthias was a 
companion of Jesus and a witness to the resurrection. He was chosen by lot to take the place of Judas and so to 
share in the apostolic ministry of the twelve (Acts 1:15-26). The Collect for the Mass on St Matthias’ Feast Day: 

O God, who assigned Saint Matthias a place in the college of Apostles, 
grant us, through his intercession, that, rejoicing at how your love has been allotted to us, 

we may merit to be numbered among the elect. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died:  Gwenda McNaught, Ronald Hauff, Elmore Kotzur, Pam Stoodley, William Crowley 
  

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Maree Hooiveld, Allen Thrower, Monica Kirchner, Fr Frank Clancy,  
Lorraine Clark, Hume Maynard, Dennis Marrianan, Jim Cook, Alan Mason, Mollie Ewart, Simon Bakker,  
John Bochniak, Josephine Ellway, Mary Malone, Leong Ah Kaw, Margaret Gibbon, Clara Tronchini,  
Audrey Wren, Rita van der Harr, Dora Saldanha, Francis Lamberth, Sid Edwards, May Young, Murty King,  
Bev Handy, Herbert Ruthven, Bryn McGarvey 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Stephen Land, Melissa Vink, 
Ursula Williamson, Beryl Ryan, Lori Hodder, Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa, Morris Mirabito 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

St Vinnies News: Single Mum with two high school children needs a computer to assist with 'home 
schooling'- required urgently. Please call Brian: 0419 992 294.  

 

Important Message for our St Peter’s Elderly or Isolated Parishioners: TransitCare is funded by the 
Commonwealth and Queensland governments. During this time of COVID-19 TransitCare is offering 
FREE Collection of Groceries and Pharmaceutical items delivered to your home. Please contact TransitCare for 
more information on 1300 153 636 or the website is www.transitcare.com.au. If you would like more information 
or perhaps the Parish to help you do not hesitate to contact the Parish Office for information. 
 

Highlights of Isolation: We would love our parishioners to send us any words of wisdom or photos on how you 
are watching Mass online or TV, praying at home or any activities or projects you are undertaking in your 
isolation during this COVID 19 period. Photos of family activities, gardening, sewing, Anzac Day, prayer time, 
home schooling, de-cluttering etc. Please email to Jo by end of May to lm.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au   
 

Aid to the Church in Need: Are you wondering how the coronavirus pandemic is affecting the Church around 
the world? Visit: www.aidtochurch.org/covid-19 to read messages from bishops, priests, brothers and religious 
sisters serving in some of the most remote and dangerous countries in the world. Aid to the Church in Need is a 
Pontifical Foundation supporting the faithful wherever they are persecuted or oppressed.  
 

Clairvaux MacKillop College Enrolment Applications: Due to the health warnings from the Australian 
Government regarding COVID-19, Clairvaux MacKillop College have cancelled ‘Windows’ Day Tours scheduled 
for Wednesday 6th May, Friday 5th June and Friday 31st July from 9am – 11am.  However, we are still 
accepting enrolment applications for 2021 – 2024.  If you would like to submit an enrolment application, 
please visit the College website and click on Enrolment Application Forms.  If you have any questions, please 
contact our Enrolment Secretary on 3347 9223 or enrolments@cvxmck.edu.au 
Any questions regarding College Tours, please contact Ms Fitzgerald on 3347 9275. 
Best wishes for continued good health to you and your families. 
 

Entertainment Memberships Great Mother’s Day Gift! Members who purchase by the 10th May 2020, will 
receive a BONUS $20 BIG W eGift Card for Multi City or Multi Plus Memberships or $10 BIG W eGift Card for 
Single City Memberships. We are continuing to add to our growing list of businesses offering takeaway and 
delivery for food, shopping and services, perfect for treating Mum at home. Latest additions include eGift Card 
offers from Amazon, iTunes, Google and BIG W. 
Visit www.entbook.com.au/2224e97 to purchase your Membership and help St Peter’s Parish fundraising. 
 

 

THANK YOU!   Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for supporting Project Compassion  
2020. You can still donate through the envelopes or boxes, just keep them until it is safe to bring 
them up to the Parish. Alternatively, there are a number of other ways to get your Project  
Compassion donations to Caritas Australia. 
You can bank your donations online or at a bank branch to ‘Caritas Australia’ BSB 062 217,  
account number 10072446. Use your donor id number if you know it or your surname as reference.  
You could post a cheque to Caritas Australia, GPO Box 9830, Sydney NSW 2001 
You can also donate at www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or by phoning 1800 024 413.  

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 Other Parish Contacts: 

Care & Concern Co-ordinator: 
Lynn White 0403 051103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 
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