
 

    Easter Sunday of the Resurrection (Year A) 

12th April 2020  
  

 Readings: Acts 10:34, 36-43    Colossians 3:1-4    John 20:1-9  

Christ humbled himself but God raised him high 
From last Sunday to today, Easter Sunday, Jesus’ life was like a roller coaster 
ride. When he was entering Jerusalem, Jesus was grandly welcomed into the 
city by many of his followers and disciples. There was a colt for him to ride. 
Garments were placed over the colt’s back and spread on the road. The people 
were singing loudly and praising God. Jesus was being treated just like a king. 
At that time, Jesus’ life was at quite a high point on the roller coaster. Only a 
few days later, Jesus was betrayed by Judas. This was definitely a low point in 
Jesus’ lifetime. Jesus was further demoralised when Peter, his closest disciple, 
denied knowing him three times. Subsequently, Jesus was condemned to death 
and humiliated on the cross at Calvary. The roller coaster of his life had reached 
its lowest point.  
 

However, Jesus’ life did not culminate in humiliation and death. During his 
passion and death, not everyone who loved him or indeed those Jesus loved, 
deserted him. Peter followed him during the night before his death. John stood 
at the foot of the cross. Mary, his mother, had never left Him for a moment. 
Even after his burial, some women felt compelled to visit him at his tomb. And 
compellingly, Jesus rose from the dead three days later. It is this life, death and 
resurrection that people have been celebrating for over two thousand years and 
we are celebrating right now. Jesus’ resurrection definitely marked the highest 
point of the roller coaster of his life. Within only a week Jesus’ life fluctuated 
between the lowest and highest points, from death to resurrection, from 
humiliation to glory. Even the best screenwriter wouldn’t dare to imagine, let 
alone write about, such a high tension, erratic and emotionally conflicting story.  
 

For such a roller coaster ride, nobody would able to envision what the end of 
that week would bring, given its triumphant start. With his glorious entry into 
Jerusalem, nobody would predict that Jesus’ death was looming let alone 
imagine its brutal nature. At the point of his death, nobody could conceive that 
Jesus would conquer even death itself, and rise from the dead. My brothers and 
sisters, we believe that Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection were the fulfilment 
of a perfect plan for human salvation. However, it would be impossible for any 
human being to imagine and fully comprehend the whole picture at any time 
until it had fully unfolded and the covenant fulfilled.  
 

My dear friends, our lives can sometimes seem like a roller coaster ride, too 
(hopefully ours aren’t as intense or full of conflicting times as Jesus’ life was). 
The whole unfolding picture of our lives will be unflawed and rewarding as well, 
if we lead our lives in the way that God intends us to live. Therefore, when we 
find ourselves at the low points of our lives, even though we can’t see the whole 
picture and what the end will be, we can’t lose our faith and hope in God. We 
believe if we follow God’s will as Jesus did, we will definitely share in Jesus’ 
Glory at the end, experiencing our own resurrection. Currently, we are 
absolutely at a low point of life due to COVID-19. It is a very challenging time 
for all of us. Let us have faith and hope in Jesus, especially in this time, following 
God’s will closely and undoubtedly to the ‘resurrection’ of our world from this 
horrible pandemic.  
 

I wish all of you and your loved ones a happy and blessed Easter.  
God’s love, mercy and peace be with you and your family, at home, and 
elsewhere.        Fr Baiyi 
 



  

Living Easter: With Hope Filled Hearts! 
  

Christ is Risen! Alleluia!  
The light of a new day has dawned! 
  

In these, our darkest of times, the Risen Christ comes to 
lift our hearts and inspire us to look to new tomorrows with 
hearts that are filled with HOPE.  May this Easter Season 
of 50 days be a time for us to not simply observe this 
sacred time from a distance but a time where we welcome 
the Alleluias and let them resound in our hearts so that we 
might live and breathe HOPE!  
 

How might we live and breathe with HOPE filled 
hearts? 

 Send … our prayers of hope to all in need and all 
who are working to help others during this 
pandemic.  

 Look … for the stories of people who are planting 
seeds of hope through their efforts to relentlessly 
research for a vaccine, make decisions, comfort 
the dying, bury the dead and reach out with 
simple acts of kindness.  

 Practise … the ‘Presence of God’ by stopping 
regularly in our daily routines of cooking, eating, 
walking, reading or watching updates to 
remember that our God of Hope is with us.  

 Pray … with the manta ‘Awaken Hope in me!’ 
 

May we be Easter People who know Hope. 
Alleluia! 

May we be Easter People who live and breathe Hope. 
Alleluia! 

May we be Easter People who give praise and honour to 
the Risen Lord forever and ever. 

Amen! Alleluia! 
 

Faith Enrichment Group   
 

Sunday Liturgies: Fr Baiyi will be celebrating Sunday Mass each week and praying for us and with us all in 
this difficult time. Fr Baiyi will celebrate these Masses with no congregation present. Please only join him in 
prayer from your homes. You can use the liturgies that you will find on our website to pray, knowing that  
Fr Baiyi is celebrating Mass at that same time. Some paper copies of these liturgies will be left in front of the 
main church doors near the newsletters if you prefer and these are especially for those who do not have 
internet access. If you are passing by the church for exercise or whilst on your essential travels allowed under 
the current restrictions, you could collect one of the newsletters or printed liturgies. 
 

Parish Office hours have been reduced due to the current pandemic. Staff will be working from home and will 
only be in the Parish Office on Fridays. You can keep in contact with us by email or phone and we will 
endeavour to contact you back as soon as possible. In case of an emergency you can contact Fr Baiyi on  
0481 975 660. 
 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: As we are currently missing the cash component of our Planned Giving each 
week, we would be very grateful, if you are able, to please continue to support the Parish financially. 
Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you would like to direct transfer your Planned Giving to our bank account, our 
BSB is 064-786 and Account number is 007021101. Please use your surname and Planned Giving (or PG) as 
reference. You can set this up yourself on any device where you can access your online banking. 
Or via Credit Card: Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email as we can either set up a monthly 
credit card donation or do an individual case by case donation of as little as $5.00 over the phone. 
Direct Debit: Please contact us to set up Direct Debit through the Archdiocesan Development Fund. 
**STOP PRESS: ‘Parish Giving’ App!** The Archdiocese of Brisbane has been working on developing a new 
‘Parish Giving’ App. Our parish is one of the trial parishes for this app, which should be available in the very 
near future, possibly by this weekend. You will be able to download it from the Apple Store and Google Play 
store and select your favourite parish, St Peter’s Catholic Parish Rochedale! 

 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who 
is housebound or facing difficulties during these 
challenging times and would like to receive a 
phone call from Care & Concern, please contact 
Lynn 0403051103 or the Parish Office 33414421. 
God bless you all, look out for another and let us 
stand united together in prayer, love and hope. 

Youth Update:  Due to the current conditions 
Rochedale Youth has moved to a fully online 
presence. 
For more information, contact Olivia, our  
Youth Ministry Co-ordinator via email at 
youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au. 
Follow us on Instagram: @rochedaleyouth 

  

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of  
St Stephen 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and 
10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw  
  

Liturgies for you at Home: Please check out our 
Parish Website www.stpetersrochedale.org.au and 
click on ‘Stay Connected’. Inside you will find the 
latest updates and links to the live streamed Mass 
from the Cathedral as well as Liturgies for you to be 
able to use at home during this difficult time while 
the church must be closed. With grateful thanks to 
the staff of Liturgy Brisbane and Evangelisation 
Brisbane who are preparing and sharing these with 
us, you can find the prayers, readings and 
reflections of the Sunday in one document as well 
as another family version to share with young 
children. 

Wishing all parishioners,  
their families and friends a  

happy, holy and healthy Easter.  

The Catholic Leader: Read the latest news from the 
Catholic Leader for free at www.catholicleader.com.au. 

 

Readings for next weekend:  
Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:42-47   1 Peter 1:3-9     John 20:19-31 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died:  William Crowley (David’s father), Dr Catherine Hamlin,  
   Kathleen Larsen (Monica O’Leary’s sister), Archangela Dibella 

  

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Cyril Cooper, Charles Steiner, Nita J Hammond, Raymond Stierer,  
Lynn Robinson, Peta Power, Ray Naughton, Nita Atkins, Elizabeth Traquair, Denis Flanagan, Colin Bishop 
  

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  Ursula Williamson, Beryl Ryan, Lori Hodder, Elmor Kotzur, 
Kevin Fry, Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa, Morris Mirabito, Garry Capper, Paolo, Olga & Diego Tagini  
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       

Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                      

The Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults Policy of the Brisbane  Archdiocese states:  
Children are a gift from God with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, respect and security from physical and 
emotional harm.  They are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded from harm by all. 
Our Parish Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults Representative is Malcolm Carroll. If you have any 
questions or concerns contact Malcolm on  0438 949 099 or mcaroll580@gmail.com 
 

 Entertainment Books: Digital transformation 

Entertainment Memberships are now 100% digital. Saying goodbye to the iconic Book wasn't an easy 
decision, but it significantly simplifies the experience for our fundraisers, reduces our environmental impact 
and allows us to provide flexibility for members and merchants. Benefits of the App include: 
 Convenient and User-friendly: The App means that as long as you have your phone, you have your 

Membership too. Instantly search and redeem offers or check out the ‘Near Me’ tab to find offers nearby. 
 Memberships start anytime:  Memberships are valid for 12 months from when you activate  
 New offers automatically added: As soon as we sign a new offer, you get access to it.  
 Multiple devices: You can still share your Membership with your family. Encourage your partner and kids 

to download the App so they can access valuable savings when out. 
 Easy gifting: We've made it simpler than ever to gift an Entertainment Membership – simply purchase 

from your chosen fundraiser and the gift Membership will be delivered instantly to your inbox.  
 Memberships can still be used at hundreds of business that offer takeaway, online shopping and 

essential services in local areas. 
 We have also had an influx of restaurants and cafés wanting to offer takeaway deals, and help promote 

them to their local community. We are updating these takeaway offers daily to provide the most current 
information to our members and supporters. 

Visit www.entbook.com.au/2224e97 to purchase your Membership and help St Peter’s Parish fundraising. 
 

Clairvaux MacKillop College: has cancelled ‘Windows’ Day Tours scheduled for 6th May, 5th June and 
31st July. The College Leadership Team is working on new dates for later in the year.  
  

Lourdes Hill College is accepting enrolments for Year 7 students for 2024.Go to lhc.qld.edu.au 
 

 

Easter Sunday 12th April 2020   Happy Easter from all at Caritas Australia! 
Thank you for supporting us this year as we demonstrate how love and compassion for 
our global community can transform lives. You will be helping to empower the world’s 

most vulnerable communities to grow stronger and share their strengths with their 
communities to lift themselves out of poverty.  

When we Go Further Together in love and compassion, the whole world thrives. 
Thank you for supporting  

Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion 2020 Lenten appeal 
You can still donate through Parish boxes and envelopes,  
just keep them until it is safe to bring them up to the Parish. 
Or you can donate at www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion  
or by phoning 1800 024 413. 

 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern Co-ordinator: 
Lynn White 0403 051103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 
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