
  

 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 
 

12th September 2021 
 

 

Readings: Isaiah 50:5-9     James 4:14-18       Mark 8:27-35 
 

What is Forgiveness and Why Should I Forgive? 
At Alpha on Monday, one of the discussion questions was: What is forgiveness? 
And I remember feeling genuinely stumped. I knew how to forgive but I couldn’t 
formulate into words what forgiveness was. It’s been playing on my mind, and 
I’ve been thinking about it all week so I wanted to share my reflections with you. 

Forgiveness can be defined as: a conscious and deliberate decision to release 
feelings of resentment toward a person who has harmed you regardless of 
whether they deserve your forgiveness.  

Being wronged is very painful and can take a long time to heal, especially when 
we are hurt by those closest to us or when something unthinkable occurs. 
Forgiveness is not forgetting, forgiveness is not condoning or excusing, and 
forgiveness doesn’t mean you have to be best buddies after. Forgiveness is not 
a feeling, rather it is an active decision to let go of resentment and to relinquish 
the justice that you feel the other person owes you. Forgiveness is to recognise 
the pain, but to not let it define you. 

The crosses of life can be very heavy and full of pain and suffering. Even the 
Gospel today explains that Jesus, the Saviour of humanity had to suffer 
grievously. But Jesus enters into our suffering with us and redeems it. After his 
resurrection, Jesus asked Thomas to touch his crucifixion wounds. It wasn’t 
that the wounds were completely removed but they were healed. Likewise, it’s 
not that we completely forget that people have wronged us, but after 
forgiveness we see the situation in a new light; the wounds might still be there, 
but released of our resentment, we can begin to heal. 

Forgiveness doesn’t change the past, but it does enlarge the future. 

Go well and God bless, 

Gerard Lai 

 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Legislation will likely be debated and voted on 
in Queensland Parliament this week. We need you to help us ensure the 
euthanasia Bill is defeated. We need you action - NOW.  
How You Can Help: 

Pray: 
Loving God, we turn to you in this hour of need.   

You are the creator of all things and hold all life as sacred in your hands, 
 as you have taught.  We pray that our Parliamentarians’ ears are open,  
that they hear your word, and use their voice to prevent this Voluntary 

Assisted Dying legislation from entering our services and facilities,  
so that we remain free to support and provide the best possible care 

 for our most vulnerable people with dignity and respect for their intrinsic 
worth, to their final hour. Amen 

 

Email you local Member of Parliament by going to 
https://www.noeuthanasia.org.au/petition_2105_ocp_qld 

 

Please stand with the Queensland Bishops and medical experts in 
opposing this legislation. 

Dying with dignity already exists – it lies in being able to access high 
quality palliative care state-wide. 

 

https://www.noeuthanasia.org.au/petition_2105_ocp_qld


   

September In our parish this week 

Mon 13th    

 

Saint John Chrysostom 
8.00am Mass 
6.30pm ALPHA  
              

Tue 14th        

 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
8.00am Mass with children 
6.30pm Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament  
   

Wed 15th          

 

Our Lady of Sorrows 
6.30am Mass 
 
 

Thu 16th              

 

Saints Cornelius and Cyprian 
No Mass 
7.30pm Faith Enrichment meeting 
 
 

Fri 17th         

 

9.00am Rosary  
9.30am Mass with Grade 4 students 
 

Sat 18th       

 

10.00am Social Justice group meeting 
5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
6.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 
 
 

Sun 19th          

 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Mass 
10.00am Young Adults get together 
6.00pm Mass 
 
 

 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please go to 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPPWH  
Check In Qld App: Everyone is required to register their 
attendance at all Masses with the Check-In Qld App.  
This app does not replace TryBooking for weekend 
Masses as we must have ticketed seating to  
allow us to continue to have full capacity in  
the church. So, please continue to book  
online but bring your phone to church to  
register with the Check-In Qld App.  
Please arrive early to assist the Marshalls. 
 

Alpha continues this Monday night 13th 
September at 6.30pm so please continue to join 
us in the Parish Centre for a meal and some 
conversations about life, meaning and faith. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every 
Tuesday in September 6.30pm in the church.  

Safeguarding Sunday 12th September 2021 
St Peter’s Parish and the Archdiocese of Brisbane are 

committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, 
young people and people at risk in our community. May our 

message be that child protection and the 
dignity of every person is the responsibility of every adult. 

You can find out more about the Church’s work in this area 
at: www.catholic.org.au/safeguardingsunday 
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Youth Update:     New members always welcome!  

High School Youth Group:  7pm: 12th Sept 
 

Young Adults Group: Sun 19th Sept after 9am Mass 
 

 

Date Claimers:  

 

Youth-Led Mass – Sunday 12th Sept, 6pm  
Ignite Youth Conference, Redcliffe –   22–25 Sept 
  

God Bless, Olivia & Gerard  📧 youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 

                                     @rochedaleyouth 

 
 
 

Rosary for the World: The month of October is 
dedicated to the Holy Rosary. The Faith 
Enrichment Group and the Rosary Group have 
combined forces to offer “Rosary for the World”, in 
the church each Wednesday evening at 7.30pm 
during the month of October. We are inviting 
representatives of the many diverse cultural groups 
in our parish to pray a decade of the rosary. The 
Hail Mary will be recited in their own language and 
the response will be in English. If you would like to 
be involved and recite a decade in your native 
language; please contact the parish office. Dates 
are 6th,13th, 20th and 27th October.  We look 
forward to this rich and prayerful experience. 
 

St Peter’s Parish ‘Mask-er-ade’ Dinner Dance 
Saturday 30th October at Algester Sports Club, 
from 7.15pm. $50 per ticket for a 3 course meal. 
Includes live music, lucky door prize.......  
Youth decorating masks for purchase. 
Tickets on sale after Masses this weekend. 

Season of Creation 2021 
We are in the second week of the Season of Creation. 
Please continue praying for our common home. The logo 
for this season is “Abraham’s Tent”. 
The Tent is a symbol of:  

 Radical Hospitality - Abraham’s tent was always open 
on multiple sites and anyone passing by was welcome 
to enter. One day, Abraham and Sarah welcomed 3 
Angels bearing good news. 

 Dialogue - between all people of good will 

 Shelter and Refuge - it links us with people who are 
homeless, refugees or displaced by the effects of 
climate change 

 Simplicity - living within our means, being a grateful 
pilgrim travelling lightly upon the Earth. 

Recently, Pope Francis was gifted with a small, handmade 
tent. Those who created the tent wanted to express their 
hope for a society that becomes more attentive to others 
and all members of God’s creation.    

The Social Justice Group  
 

 
 

Congratulations to Ryan Lin and Elaine Tse who have 
been journeying through the RCIA program and this 
Sunday at the 9am Mass will receive the Sacraments of 
Initiation. This Mass may go a little longer than usual but 
please join us to support Ryan and Elaine. 
 

New Rosters for those who minister at weekend Masses 
will need to be created soon. Ministers please advise 
dates unavailable from October to December. 
 

Church Pews: After receiving several complaints about 
lack of leg room in the pews, the decision was made at a 
Parish Pastoral Council meeting to remove a pew from 
each section of the church. If anyone has objections to 
this happening, or would like one of the pews at your 
home, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

St Peter's Coffee Get-Together: Our next friendly 
morning coffee & chat will be held at 10am Monday 20th 
September again at Moonlight Bandit Cafe, 196 Parfrey 
Road, Rochedale. We'll reserve a table under  
"St Peter's". We hope to see you there. 

Readings for next weekend:  
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 

Wisdom 2:12, 17-20      James 3:16-4:3      Mark 9:30-37 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPPWH
http://www.catholic.org.au/safeguardingsunday
mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au


  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Vince Hurley, Inge McIntosh, Denise Cadman 
 

Book of Life & Mass Requests: John Young, Ian Byrom Graham, Mercia Rance, Barry James Elmes,  
Frank Nelsen, John Potts, Terry Gallagher, Julia Jordan, John Brownlee, George Jonas, Stephen O’Brien, 
Rodrigo, Jebamalai, Harry McKenna, Frist Jansen, Walter Donohue, Kathleen Pettiford, Ben Steffens,  
Kenneth Breuer, Christine Weverink, Gwendoline Gough, John Probert, Sylvia Rappensberg 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Mel Singh, Callum Poynter, Lee Gregory, Gillian Van Rooyen,  
Phil Van Rooyen, Pat McDonnell, Rod Jones, Katie Costello, Carole Hester, Tony Price, Kathy Jensen 
 

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051 103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411 641 312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Please 
continue to support the Parish 
financially. There are several 
options. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: To 
direct transfer your Planned Giving 
to our bank account, our BSB is 
064-786 and Account number is 
100000067. Please use your 
surname and Planned Giving (or 
PG) as reference. 
  

Credit Card or Direct Debit: 
Please contact the Office to set 
these up. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App: The logo to 
look for in the app store is a yellow 
and white cross  
forming a circle on  
a purple background.  
 

Tap & Go Donations: No cash? 
Try our donation terminal near the 
main doors: $5 donation per swipe 
to support St Peter’s Parish. 
 

To help with seminarian costs: 
Account Name: Vocations Support 
BSB: 064-786    Acct #: 100026892 
 

Roster: 18th & 19th Sept  Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Carl de Mello Francis Yoo Malcolm Carroll 

AV Operator Gerard Lai Mick Denton Olivia Brown 

Readers C. Shane Sweeney 
1. Olivia Brown 
2. Shelagh Ballment 

C. Jess Smith 
1. Alan Vigor 
2. Alina George 

C. Cesarina Gigante 
1. Eza Jom 
2. Helen Graczyk 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Joyce Lyster 
Monika Svarc (Snr) 
Deacon Mike Jones 

Anne Scanlon 
Jim Nathan 
Robert Devere 

Anne Fry 
Gerard Lai 
Diane McKeone 

Musicians CDs Elizabeth Fort Tim Hondroudakis 

Cleaning Group 6: Julie & Basil Britto 

Cuppa & Chat: After Sunday 9am Mass 19th September:  Rashelle Johnson, Anne Scanlon 

This week, 12th – 18th September:  Sacristan: Celine Phillips                               Counting: Carl’s Group 

 

Faith Matters – The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary – Sept 8th 

The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since at least the sixth century. 
A September birth was chosen because the Eastern Church begins its 
Church year with September. The September 8 date helped determine 
the date for the feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8. 

Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s birth. However, the 
apocryphal Protoevangelium of James fills in the gap. According to this 
account, Anna and Joachim are infertile but pray for a child. They 
receive the promise of a child who will advance God’s plan of salvation 
for the world. Such a story, like many biblical counterparts, stresses the 
special presence of God in Mary’s life from the beginning. 

Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. He tells 
the earth to rejoice and shine forth in the light of her birth. “She is the 
flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious lily of the valley. 
Through her birth the nature inherited from our first parents is 
changed.” If Jesus is the perfect expression of God’s love, Mary is the 
foreshadowing of that love. If Jesus has brought the fullness of 
salvation, Mary is its dawning.                       Faith Enrichment Ministry 

 

The Annual Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass will be celebrated 
with Archbishop Mark Coleridge on Saturday 25th September 
commencing at 11.30am. The invitation is extended to family and 
friends. Unfortunately, due to the COVID restrictions, refreshments 
following the Mass will not be offered. Bookings will be available from 
Monday 13 September and can be made via the following link: 

https://goldenweddinganniversarymass.eventbrite.com.au   or telephone 

the Cathedral office on 07 3324 3030.   

mailto:stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
https://goldenweddinganniversarymass.eventbrite.com.au/


   


