Third Sunday of Advent

13th December 2020
Readings: Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

John 1:6-8, 19-28

Welcome to Gerard Lai
As we all know, our Church doesn’t have enough priestly vocations, especially
in Australia. We all worry about it and have been praying really hard to God for
sending us more workers. Blessedly, God has answered our prayers and now,
he is even sending one of the seminarians from the local seminary to our
parish. This seminarian is Gerard Lai. Gerard is a local boy and has grown up in
the Southside of Brisbane. He is coming to our parish at the end of January,
2021. I would like to share this wonderful piece of news with you before
Christmas. Please thank God for this news and make Gerard feel welcome
when he is with us next year. Below is his self-introduction. Enjoy reading.
Fr Baiyi
It is with Advent-like excitement and readied anticipation that I introduce myself
in preparation for my upcoming year-long internship at St Peter’s. My name is
Gerard Lai and I have just completed my 4th year of studies for the priesthood
at Holy Spirit Seminary, Banyo. Typically, it takes 6½ years to become a priest
and I’ve been blessed to be placed in your lovely parish for my internship year
in 2021.
So a bit about myself: I was born in the Hills District in Sydney before moving
to the Southside of Brisbane as an infant. I am the middle child between two
sisters and our family is of Malaysian-Chinese heritage. My primary school
education was conducted at St Edward’s, Daisy Hill and I went to Clairvaux
MacKillop College, Mt Gravatt for high school. Our home parish is St Edward’s,
Daisy Hill and some of my hobbies include hiking, ultimate frisbee, reading and
cooking.
After high school I volunteered a year as a missionary with NET Ministries
(National Evangelisation Teams), a peer-to-peer youth ministry organisation
which visits schools and parishes around Australia. I loved it so much that I
ended up serving with them for two years before going to Queensland
University of Technology to study Science. I wanted to make the world a better
place and loved science experiments at school so I majored in Biology because
it allowed me to study renewable energies and biofortification. It was during this
time, through gradual discernment and growing deeper in my faith that I found
myself being drawn to the prospect of Priesthood.
So, after completing my Bachelor of Science and
spending some time in Canali House (a discernment
house for young men), I decided to take a leap
of faith and pursue the Priesthood, entering the
seminary in 2017.
I commence my internship here at St Peter’s Parish
on January 23rd, 2021 and I look forward to meeting
all of you during my internship here at the parish.
With kind regards and Advent blessings, Gerard Lai
Christmas Masses: Christmas Eve Thursday 24th December:
6.30pm Family Mass with Children’s Gospel pageant & 9pm Vigil Mass
Christmas Day Friday 25th December: 9am Mass
Bookings are essential for Christmas Masses and close 22nd Dec.
Please select tickets for all who intend to come along, including babies.
Please order your free tickets at https://www.trybooking.com/BNDUK

December
Mon 14th
Tues 15th
Wed 16th
Thurs 17th
Fri 18th

Sat 19th

Sun 20th

In our parish this week
Saint John of the Cross
No Mass
No Mass
No Mass
7.00pm Choir & Musicians’ Practice for
Christmas Eve 9pm & Christmas Day
9am Masses
No Mass
9:00am Rosary
No Mass
5.00pm Reconciliation
(or by appointment)
Vigil Mass for Sunday:
6.00pm Mass
Fourth Sunday of Advent
9.00am Mass
6.00pm Mass

No weekday Masses: Please note that there will
be no Masses Monday to Friday this week as
Fr Baiyi takes a few days off. We apologise for any
inconvenience and thank you for your
understanding.
Ministers needed in all roles for all Christmas
Masses. Please contact Jo if you can help out at
any of the Christmas Masses.
Children’s Pageant Practice is at 10 am on
Christmas Eve for the 6.30 pm Mass that same
night. All children who would like to be part of the
pageant must attend the practice. This practice
usually lasts for an hour and a half. We need
children to play Mary, Joseph, angels, kings,
shepherds… We also need readers. Parents
welcome! Help welcome! This year, due to COVID,
we need parents to complete an expression of
interest form asap so that we can prepare.
Contact Jo Cullen on 0419733878 for more details.
Visit St Peter’s Parish Website
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au
God’s Word 2021- Liturgical Diaries
Readings & Reflections for every day of the
year. $12. Great Christmas gift idea!
Break Open the Word 2021: An excellent
resource for readers $22.
Laudato Si: Only a few copies left. See Jo or Julie
Youth Update:
Our youth events for 2020 have finished up but we
will be back in January running a high school youth
group fortnightly during the school term on Sunday
nights from 7-8:30pm. In 2021 we will be also
having a social young adults (18-35 year olds)
catch up once a month and a more formative faith
and life discussion catch up once a month.
If you would like more information, please contact
our youth coordinator Olivia using the email:
youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au or via our
Instagram @rochedaleyouth
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
God Bless, Olivia

Readings for next weekend: Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26 - 38
St Vinnies News: For sale from the Piety Stall –
Columban Calendars for 2021 $9 and
Christmas Cards $2.50 for a pack of 5.
Thank you to all parishioners and the local schools for
the fantastic generosity you have shown to those less
fortunate in our local area during our Christmas ‘hamper’
appeal. We have had a wonderful response again and
are humbled by the generosity we have experienced.
Electronic Deposits: If anyone would like to donate to
St. Vincent de Paul Christmas appeal please use the
following account: BSB 064-786
Account No. 100026100 Agent No. 8071
Calling all Musicians and Singers:
The practice for the 9pm & 9am Christmas Masses will
be held this Wednesday 16th December at 7pm.
Choir & Musicians’ Practice for the 6.30pm Christmas
Eve Family Mass will be at 10am on Christmas Eve
along with the children’s pageant practice.
ADVENT: Season of Hope … and Rejoicing!
On this Gaudete (Rejoicing) Sunday we light the pink
Shepherd’s candle, in the liturgical colour for Joy.
We rejoice! The Second Preface for Advent suggests
ways for us to express our joy in this week of Advent - for
all the oracles and prophets foretold him, the Virgin
Mother longed for him with love beyond all telling, John
the Baptist sang of his coming and proclaimed his
presence when he came 1
Pray with joyful longing. Recall the words of Blessed
John Henry Cardinal Newman: Let us thus praise You in
the way You love best, by shining on those around us.
Let us preach You without preaching, not by words but by
example, by the catching force, the sympathetic influence
of what we do, the evident fullness of the love our hearts
bear for You 2
Sing of the coming of the Lord. Play, sing, whistle,
hum the expectant and joyful music of the season during daily tasks; in the car; in the garden; in sacred
prayer spaces. Smile.
Proclaim. Witness the humility of John, the last of the
Old Testament prophets, baptising in readiness for
Christ, but ‘unfit to undo his sandal strap’ 3
Rejoice that nothing can come between us and the love
of God made visible in Jesus Christ 4
Share your joy. Reach out to those we meet, to gift the
many small joys of this Season of Hope – the gift of a
warm greeting; the gift of time and presence; the gift of
remembering 5
References
1. St Pauls Sunday Missal (2012). Advent Preface 2, p.16. Australia:
Society of St Paul.
2. John Henry Cardinal Newman. Meditations and Devotions, Part III, VII, 3
3. St Pauls Sunday Missal (2012). Third Sunday of Advent (B). John 19-28,
p. 513. Australia: Society of St Paul.
4. Ignatius Catholic Study Bible (2001). RSV 2nd Catholic Edition.
Matthew 8: 39, p.678. San Francisco, Ignatius Press.
5. Pope Francis (2018). Gaudete Exsultate: On the call to holiness in
today’s world. Strathfield, St Pauls, p72.

Faith Enrichment Group

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please book your free tickets
at https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. Select tickets for each
family member attending, including infants. Bookings close at 11am
each Friday before the relevant weekend Mass. If you do not have
access to a computer or have any difficulty with booking, phone the
Parish Office. On arrival at Mass, have your name checked off the list by
the Marshall at the main church doors.
Weekday Masses: Weekday Masses do not require pre-booking.
Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St Stephen 8am Monday to
Friday and 8am and 10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw.
The Catholic Leader: You can sign up to receive your free weekly
digital newspaper here.
If you know a young person aged 9 to 16 years who would like to
receive the Sacraments, please contact the Parish Office.
Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who is isolating would
like to chat, please contact Lynn on 0403 051 103

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since
March, our income from collections at
Mass and Planned Giving is down by
over 28%. We would be very grateful,
if you are able, to please continue to
support the Parish financially.
Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you
would like to direct transfer your
Planned Giving to our bank account,
our BSB is 064-786 and Account
number is 007021101. Please use
your surname and Planned Giving (or
PG) as reference.
Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please
contact the Office to set these up.
‘Parish Giving’ App: You will need
to create an account the first time
you log in and select your favourite
parish, St Peter’s Catholic Parish
Rochedale! The logo to look for is a
yellow and white cross forming a
circle on a purple background.
See our parish
website for
detailed
‘User Guides’.
Tap & Go Donations: Try our new
donation terminal in the church:
$5 donation to St Peter’s per swipe.

SPEND TIME WITH GOD EVERY MORNING
Sign up to receive the Daily Gospel Reflection. These
reflections are mailed to your inbox at 6am each day
(Monday to Friday) and are just a three minute read that
could be done over breakfast, intended to invite you into
prayer. Written by Catholic lay people (men and women from the team
at Evangelisation Brisbane), for Catholic lay people
about the gospel of the day to help you start your day with
God. Subscribe via the Evangelisation Brisbane website
https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/daily-reflections/
or simply scan the QR code
Roster: 19th & 20th Dec
Saturday 6pm Mass
Sunday 9am Mass
Sunday 6pm Mass
Mass Co-ordinator
Carl de Mello
Petta Traynor
Kate Guy
AV Operator
John Donohue
Julie Hondroudakis
Olivia Brown
Readers
C. Monika Svarc (Jnr)
C. Megan Philpott
C. Vickie Routledge
1. Joyce Lyster
1. Pauline Angus
1. Bob Burns
2. Lyndal Bray-Claridge
2. Lydia Chew
2. Raylee Burns
Extraordinary Ministers
Trish Meulman
Jim Nathan
Deacon Mike Jones
of Communion
Monika Svarc (Snr)
Danny Vaihu
Diane McKeone
Musicians
Elizabeth
Geoff & Robyn
Rita
Cleaning Group: 4 Mary Crowley, John Viola, Francis Yoo, Mick Privitera
This week – 13th to 19th December: Sacristan: Mel McKay
Counting: Carl’s Group

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Those who have died: Edie Smith, Bruce Van Der Meer, Kevin Naske
Book of Life & Mass Requests: Margaret Quigg, John Jolley George, Thelva O’Shea, Ethel Bevan,
Noela Parker, John Francis Doyle, Mary Duncan, Gary Pattinngale, Margaret Lynch, Margaret Bradley,
Hanorah Henderson, Rod Caligari, Udhav Mone, Emily Jane Mahony, Sarah Hamill, John Pulley,
Maria Riccobon, James Glancy, Clare Breen, Kevin Mullins, Sr Philomena Lyons, Ken White
Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Kathy Jensen, Cecilia Lai, Sharon Peisley, Colin Dixon,
Bill Justo, Angeline Ta’ale, Colin Blackley, Catherine Brown, Gillian van Rooyen, Merlene Muldoon,
Stan Gainfort, Stephen Land, Melissa Vink, Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Olga & Diego Tagini
Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.
Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
Other Parish Contacts:
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or
Care & Concern:
sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103
Social Justice Group Facebook:
Family Group Facebook:
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups
St Vincent de Paul:
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775

