
  

 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

15th August 2021 
 

 
Readings: Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6, 10    1 Corinthians 15:20-26     Luke 1:39-56 

 

What does Mary and her Assumption have to do with us? 
 

Mary is important to us as Catholic Christians because she is the Church’s 
ultimate role model exemplifying faith and love in Jesus. We do not worship 
Mary like we worship God, but rather we honour and venerate her asking her to 
pray for us, “pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death” just as the 
Book of James instructs us to pray for one another so that we may be healed 
(James 5:16). 
 

God who made the sun, also made the moon. The moon does not take away 
from the brilliance of the sun. All its light is reflected from the sun. The Blessed 
Mother reflects her Divine Son. - Venerable Fulton J. Sheen 
 

So, what does Mary and her Assumption have to do with us? 
Similar to how getting to know a close friend’s family brings you closer to them 
and gives you a greater understanding of your friend, getting to know Mary 
helps us to know Jesus better. 
 

Mary said yes to God 
At the Annunciation when the angel of the Lord appeared to Mary that she was 
to conceive a child by the Holy Spirit, Mary had a choice - she could have said 
no to God. Mary had free will and was not an automaton. But Mary, the second 
Eve, said yes instead of no and for this we celebrate and praise her and rightly 
so. How amazing that God who made the universe, the Earth, and all creation, 
when he wants something done, he asks us his poor and lowly creatures. And 
each day, he continues to ask us… 
 

Mary points us to Jesus 
During the Wedding Feast in Cana (Jn 2:1-11) the hosts had run out of wine. 
Mary informs Jesus who replies that this is not his problem and that his hour (to 
reveal his glory) had not arrived yet. But Mary persists and point the servers 
toward Jesus to do whatever he tells them. And we know the rest of the story 
how the jars of water the servers collected miraculously turned into the best 
wine. Whenever we ask for Mary’s intercession she points us to Jesus and 
petitions her divine Son with us. 
 

Mary is our Spiritual Mother 
It is often overlooked that while the book of Genesis tells the story of Creation, 
the Gospel of John tells the story of New Creation. When Jesus was crucified 
on the cross he tells his beloved disciple to take Mary referring to her as 
“woman” and “mother” (Jn 19:26-27). This new relationship means that we are 
now brothers and sisters of Jesus sharing Mary as our spiritual mother. It also 
parallels Genesis, “She shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of 
Man” (Gen 2:23); “The man called his wife Eve, because she was the mother of 
all living (Gen 3:20).” In this New Creation, Jesus and Mary become the new 
Adam and the new Eve and restore the original Covenant with God. Eve is the 
mother of Creation on earth whereas Mary becomes the mother of New 
Creation – eternal life in heaven; hence we can look to Mary as our spiritual 
mother.  
 

(Please turn to page 2 to continuing reading Gerard’s reflection) 



    

August In our parish this week 

Mon 16th   
 

8.00am Mass 
              

Tue 17th      
 

8.00am Mass  
   

Wed 18th       
 

6.30am Mass 
 
 

Thu 19th            
 

No Mass 
 
 

Fri 20th       

 

Saint Bernard 
9.00am Rosary 
9.30am Liturgy of the Word 
 

Sat 21st      

 

Saint Pius X 
9.00am RCIA Retreat (at Santa Teresa) 
5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
6.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 
 
 

Sun 22nd         

 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Mass  
6.00pm Mass 
 

 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please go to 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPPWH  
Check In Qld App: Everyone is required to register their 
attendance at all Masses with the Check-In Qld App.  
This app does not replace TryBooking for weekend 
Masses as we must have ticketed seating to  
allow us to continue to have full capacity in  
the church. So, please continue to book  
online but bring your phone to church to  
register with the Check-In Qld App.  
Please arrive early to assist the Marshalls. 
 

Alpha: Alpha for all parishioners will begin on 
Monday night 23rd August at 6.30pm so  
join us for a meal and some conversations  
about life, meaning and faith. 
All welcome. To register use the QR code. 

Sacramental Program:  Rite of Enrolment will now 
precede the Confirmation Workshop this Sunday 
15th August beginning at 10.15am with the 
workshop running from 10.30am to 12.30pm. 
Please keep the children in your prayers as they 
enter this important phase in their faith lives. 

Voluntary Assisted Dying Legislation please take 
action now, prior to the vote in September, to let the 
Qld Government ministers know how wrong this 
legislation is, For more info and tips on action go to 
https://www.cherishlife.org.au/take_action_assisted_
suicide_bill 

Youth Update:     New members always welcome!  

 

High School Youth Group: Parish Centre:  
15 & 29 Aug, 12 Sept 
 

Young Adults Group:  
Young Adults Retreat Postponed (new date TBA) 
Dinner Tuesday 24th August 6pm in the Parish Centre 
 
 

 

Date Claimers:  

 

Youth-Led Mass – Sunday 12th Sept, 6pm  
Ignite Youth Conference, Redcliffe –   22–25 Sept 
  

God Bless, Olivia & Gerard  📧 youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 

 
 
 
 

The Catholic Leader: August issue available $4.00 
 

Parish Dinner Dance Date Claimer Saturday 30th 
October at Algester Sports Club, 7.30pm after Mass.   
 

Children’s Liturgy will resume this Sunday 15th August 
though with some restrictions. Please speak to the leader 
on the church verandah before Mass. 
 

St Peter's Coffee and Chat: The get-together on 9th  
August was unable to go ahead due to the Logan City 
Ekka public holiday. We'll try again for Monday the 23rd 
August at 10am instead. Same place and time: 10am at 
the Moonlight Bandit Cafe, 196 Parfrey Rd, Rochedale 
South. Table booked for St Peter's. 
 

Annual Catholic Campaign Commitment weekend is 
next weekend 21st & 22nd August. This Annual Campaign 
supports the major ministries of the Archdiocese: Holy 
Spirit Seminary, caring for ill & retired priests, Centacare 
& the Mary MacKillop Bursary Fund. As Catholics, we are 
called to care for our neighbours. Your gift to support the 
Annual Catholic Campaign is a joyous expression of your 
love and care for those in need. 
https://catholicfoundation.org.au/catholic-campaign/  
 
 

‘Come and See’  
how a life of faith might be for you  

St Peters welcomes those who are enquiring about 
a life of faith in the Catholic tradition. Our Church 
responds to those who are searching, through a 
gradual and continuing journey of faith in company 
with the St Peter’s community. You are welcome to 
‘Come and See’ about your own journey of faith at 
our RCIA* Enquiry Night in the Parish Centre which 
has been postponed to Thursday 26th August at 
7.30pm Phone the Parish office on 33414421 or 
email stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au. 
*RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
 

Reflection continued from page 1: 

The Assumption and Mary as a beacon of hope 
With all this in mind, we can now see the special place 
Mary has in the salvation history of our faith. Thus, in 
1950 Pope Pius XII declared as Catholic dogma, that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, at the end of her earthy life, was 
taken up body and soul to heaven. 
. 

Mary’s assumption into heaven gives us hope for our 
ultimate destination. Through Mary’s example, we are 
encouraged to say yes to God, point people towards 
Jesus, and lean into Mary as our spiritual mother and as 
an inspiration of faith. Furthermore, knowing that Mary 
was assumed into heaven, gives us hope that one day 
we may also enter into eternal heavenly paradise. 

                                                              God bless, Gerard 

Readings for next weekend:  
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18    Ephesians 5:21-32  John 6:60-69 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPPWH
https://www.cherishlife.org.au/take_action_assisted_suicide_bill
https://www.cherishlife.org.au/take_action_assisted_suicide_bill
mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
https://catholicfoundation.org.au/catholic-campaign/
mailto:stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au


  

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Paul Kan Yau Fah, John Coyer, Marion Golding, Lyn Williams, Bill McBride  
 

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Margaret Smith, Maria Wlodarczyk, Ambrose Sullivan, Margaret Elliott,  
Alonzo Lynch, Gregory Chin, Colleen Craike, Catherine O’Brien, Luke Barber, Leslie Vincent Doyle,  
Laura May Gow, Lil Atkenson, Jim McKenna, John Kennedy, Horace Rance, Mercia Rance, Joan Routledge, 
Maureen Morrissey, David Kirk, Jan Seeto, Laurie Barriere, Wanda Michell, Margaret Quaill 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Pat McDonnell. Denise Cadman, Rod Jones, Katie Costello, 
Ben Privitera, Carole Hester, Tony Price, Marie Mitchell, Kathy Jensen, Sharon Peisley 
 

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     
 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051 103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411 641 312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Please 
continue to support the Parish 
financially. There are several 
options. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: To 
direct transfer your Planned Giving 
to our bank account, our BSB is 
064-786 and Account number is 
100000067. Please use your 
surname and Planned Giving (or 
PG) as reference. 
  

Credit Card or Direct Debit: 
Please contact the Office to set 
these up. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App: The logo to 
look for in the app store is a yellow 
and white cross  
forming a circle on  
a purple background.  
 

Tap & Go Donations: No cash? 
Try our donation terminal near the 
main doors: $5 donation per swipe 
to support St Peter’s Parish. 
 

To help with seminarian costs: 
Account Name: Vocations Support 
BSB: 064-786    Acct #: 100026892 
 

Roster: 21st & 22nd August  Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Mark Connolly Stephanie Lenihan Helen Graczyk 

AV Operator Mick Denton Sam Chamberlain Kate Guy 

Readers C. Peta Grandin 
1. Monika Svarc (Jnr) 
2. Joyce Lyster 

C. Arthur Leow 
1. Sheree Mae Marfil 
2. Fion Fuji 

C. Cesarina Giante 
1. Malcolm Carroll 
2. Megan Carroll 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Carl de Mello 
Trish Meulman 
Rob Meulman 

Julie Hondroudakis 
Del Reynolds 
Gerard Lai 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Ann Fry 
Diane McKeone 

Musicians Rita Bishop Tim Hondroudakis Elizabeth Fort 

Cleaning Group 2: Brian & Janice Mason, Jeffrey Aranha, Diane McKeone 

Cuppa & Chat: no evening cuppa during winter months 

This week, 15th – 21st August:  Sacristan: Prashanthi Selvarathnam                                  Counting: Mike’s Group 

 

Faith Matters: The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is commonly celebrated on 
15 August. This feast is also marked as a Holy Day of Obligation in the 
Catholic Church. 
In 1950, Pope Pius XII proclaimed the ‘Assumption of Mary’ a dogma 
of the Catholic Church in these words: "The Immaculate Mother of 
God, the ever-virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly 
life, was assumed body and soul into heaven." With that, an ancient 
belief became Catholic doctrine and the Assumption was declared a 
truth revealed by God.  
Mary lived a life of service proclaiming “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
And my spirit rejoices in God my Savour.”  Reflect on these words of 
Mary and consider times in your life when the joy of knowing God has 
lifted your spirits. 
Pope Francis writes, “Do we remember to praise God? Do we thank 
Him for the great things He does for us, for every day that He gives us 
because He always loves us and forgives us?” ----“If, like Mary, we 
remember the great things that the Lord does, if at least once a day we 
'magnify', we glorify Him, then we take a great step forward ... our 
hearts will expand, joy will increase,”  
St. Ambrose once said in referring to Mary’s wonderful prayer, "Let 
Mary's soul be in us to glorify the Lord; let her spirit be in us that we 
may rejoice in God our Saviour.” 
 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-08-15  

https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/magnificat.html  
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/45497/pope-francis-marys-assumption-was-a-
giant-leap-for-mankind     
                                                                                              Faith Enrichment Group  

 

mailto:stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2021-08-15
https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/magnificat.html
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/45497/pope-francis-marys-assumption-was-a-giant-leap-for-mankind
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/45497/pope-francis-marys-assumption-was-a-giant-leap-for-mankind


   


