
 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

16th August 2020 

  

Readings: Isaiah 56:1, 6-7      Romans 11:13-15, 29-32      Matthew 15:21-28 
 

 

Here is another reflection on COVID-19. It is written by Josephine Cullen, 

the chairperson of the Parish Pastoral Council and the Co-ordinator of Lay 

Ministries. We thank Jo for her sharing and we continue to encourage other 

parishioners to do the same and share their COVID-19 reflections with our 

fellow parishioners.  

                                                                                                                                                         Fr Baiyi 

 

COVID-19: My Thoughts 

 

When I look back at this year, I look at the COVID-19 period and think of a time 
of uncertainty and fear.  Such a time of trial for everyone.  One minute 2020 
was an exciting start on many dreams, ideas and projects in our church and life.  
I kept saying I am going to have 2020 vision! But in one quick swoop it was 
taken from me.  No more hugging, holding, kissing or affection anywhere.  
‘Stand your distance’ was what we have been told!!  “What is this teaching my 
children, grandchildren?”  My heart was saddened.   
 

COVID-19 came and so with it lockdown.  The uncertainty of Easter 
celebrations was overwhelming for me.  The Holy Week celebrations of the 
passion, death and resurrection of Jesus are the pinnacle of my faith. To have 
it diluted and not be able to share it with fellow believers was so hard to 
comprehend.  I was extremely blessed due to my role in the parish as Parish 
Pastoral Council Chairperson and Lay Ministry Coordinator to be able to 
celebrate and film all the Easter Holy Week celebrations.  However Holy 
Thursday was so lonely and I felt hopeless.  I remember saying to Fr Baiyi, “It 
just isn’t the same without our church family, is it?” 
 

The Holy Week during COVID-19 period this year gave me so much time to 
think and reflect in prayer. COVID-19 also gave me lots of time to clean as well 
as to eat. This period taught me that life is uncertain and nothing is permanent.  
It was a time to make me think of all the elderly home alone; my mum in nursing 
home lockdown; how the school did so much preparation online to help the 
students.   I questioned how did the school manage?? How were parents coping 
emotionally and financially??  It was now a time to be cautious but I felt we still 
had to find a way to reach out.  My faith is my life. Having my family respect this 
by supporting me during my church work made me so grateful.  
 

I know going back to normal is uncertain. I really think this is the new normal. It 
has been lovely to see so many of my fellow church family members return to 
Mass but also saddened to see so many either uncertain, health compromised 
or perhaps too comfortable staying at home.  I feel honoured to be able to 
receive the Eucharist each week and pray for all our parishioners.  We have to 
keep prayer in our daily schedule so we can continue to keep the spirit alive in 
our hearts. 
 

My wish and prayer for the future is that we can all return to church as a safe 
community and unite in love and peace once again. 

Josephine Cullen 

 
Readings for next weekend:  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 22:19-23 Romans 11:33-26 Mathew 16:13-20 

 



  

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: If you would 
like to attend Mass at St Peter’s at 6pm Saturday, 9am 
Sunday or 6pm Sunday please go to the Try Booking 
site https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. Tickets are free.. 
Please select tickets for each family member attending, 
including babies. You will receive a confirmation email 
once you have completed your booking. Bookings are 
open now for weekend Masses up to September. 
Bookings close at 11am each Friday before the 
relevant weekend Mass. If you do not have access to a 
computer or have any difficulty with booking online for 
Weekend Masses, please phone the Parish Office and 
we will book for you. 
 
When you arrive at the Church for Mass, please present 
yourself to the Marshall at the main church doors who will 
note your attendance. 
 

August In our parish this week 

Mon 17th    8.00am Mass (max 100 people) 
 

Tues 18th  8.00am Mass with children 
(max 100 people) 

7.30pm Prayer Night for Beirut & 
Victoria (max 100 people) 
 

Wed 19th  6.30am Mass (max 100 people) 
 

Thurs 20th    Saint Bernard 
No Mass 
 

Fri 21st   Saint Pius X 
9.00am Rosary & private prayer 
(max 100 people) 

9.30am Mass (max 100 people) 
 

Sat 22nd   The Queenship of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary 

5.00pm Reconciliation 
Vigil Mass for Sunday: 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 
 

Sun 23rd 

 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Mass (max 100 people) 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 
 

 

Prayer night – for Victoria and Beirut disaster 
Dear Parishioners, there has been a great amount 
of sadness in our world at the moment.  We as 
Christians need to gather in prayer for those who 
are suffering. I would like to invite you to a Prayer 
Night on Tuesday 18th August at 7.30pm in the 
church for a quiet reflective Liturgy of the Word.  
This will only be about half an hour but is so 
important for us to unite in prayer at this time.  
 

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website 
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au and click on ‘Stay 
Connected’ to find the latest updates and links.  
 

Email Updates: Please contact the Parish Office 
and if you would like to receive the weekly 
newsletter and updates via email. 
 

Reconciliation 5pm on Saturdays or by 
appointment.  
 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who 
is isolating would like to chat, please contact Lynn 
on 0403 051 103.  
 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St 
Stephen 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and 
10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw.  
Channel 10 televises Mass at 6am on Sunday. 
 

The Catholic Leader due to COVID-19 is currently 
offered free. You can sign up to receive your 
weekly digital newspaper here. 

Youth Update:  
High School: (7-8:30pm in the Parish Centre)  

 August 15th and 29th    

 September 12th  
With the restrictions currently in place I ask that if 
you/your child are planning on attending one of 
these events that you please RSVP to Olivia, 
whether that be via email, Instagram or phone.  
Email: youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Instagram: @rochedaleyouth  

 

 

A Saintly Word - Saint Clare of Assisi 
Tuesday, August 11 is the Memorial of St Clare of Assisi 
 

Who was Saint Clare of Assisi? - Clare (1696 – 1787) 
born into a noble family in Assisi, Italy, was a sensitive, 
gentle and prayerful child destined for an important 
marriage, which she refused at 15. At 18, after having 
heard Francis of Assisi preach, she daringly left home 
with a friend, longing to wholeheartedly follow Christ.  
Upon joining Francis, Clare symbolically exchanged her 
rich clothing for a plain, rough robe and cut off her hair. 
 

Founder of The Order of the Poor Ladies (Poor 
Clares) – Soon Clare joined a Benedictine convent and 
over time others joined her. Her group became known as 
The Order of the Poor Ladies of San Damiano, and 
followed the tradition of her close friend, Francis. Within 
enclosure, the women lived a life embracing prayer, 
silence, manual labour and poverty - going barefoot, 
sleeping on the ground, and eating no meat. Clare’s Rule 
of Life was the first monastic guidelines written by a 
woman. The order was renamed the Order of Saint Clare, 
now known as the Poor Clares. 
  

Her Spirituality - Clare loved being in God’s Presence 
and taught others how to connect to God’s presence - 
within themselves and in all creation, and how to make 
God’s love come alive. She loved and lived peace 
making. Pope Benedict XVI said ‘Clare practiced the 
virtues that should distinguish every Christian: humility, a 
spirit of piety and penitence and charity.’ 
 

A Prayerful Word for Our Souls from Clare 
‘We become what we love and who we love shapes what 
we become. If we love things, we become a thing. If we 
love nothing, we become nothing. … We are to become 
vessels of God’s compassionate love for others.’ 
 Take a moment to think about what you actively love 

or don’t love. How is this shaping your life? 
 Do you find Clare’s words encouraging or 

challenging? What grace might you ask of God at this 
time? Let this become part of your prayer this week. 
 

Adapted From 
Pope Benedict XVI 2010, The Life of Saint Clare of Assisi in, 
http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/resources/the-life-of-saint-clare-of-assisi 
St Clare of Assisi http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=215  
The Memorial of St Clare of Assisi, http://anastpaul.com/2017/08/11/quotes-
of-the-day-11-august-the-memorial-of-st-clare-of-assisi/  
The Spirituality of St Clare of Assisi, 
http://poorclarenunsboston.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/spirituality-of-st-

clare.pdf                                    Faith Enrichment Group 

Introducing A Saintly Word. Each week in August we will 
focus on one of the saints celebrated this month, providing a 
little background and a quote to use for reflection and 
personal prayer.    Faith Enrichment Group 

https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS
http://www.stpetersrochedale.org.au/
http://www.archbne.org/bzw
https://catholicleader.com.au/covid19free
https://catholicleader.com.au/covid19free
mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.ofsaustralia.org.au/resources/the-life-of-saint-clare-of-assisi
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=215
http://anastpaul.com/2017/08/11/quotes-of-the-day-11-august-the-memorial-of-st-clare-of-assisi/
http://anastpaul.com/2017/08/11/quotes-of-the-day-11-august-the-memorial-of-st-clare-of-assisi/
http://poorclarenunsboston.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/spirituality-of-st-clare.pdf
http://poorclarenunsboston.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/spirituality-of-st-clare.pdf


  

    

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Damian Champion, Mick Ring, Leo Lindstrom, Howard Tracey 
  

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Margaret Elliott, Alonzo Lynch, Gregory Chin, Catherine O’Brien, Luke Barber, 
Leslie Vincent Doyle, Laura May Gow, Lil Atkenson, Jim McKenna, John Kennedy, Horace Rance,  
Mercia Rance, Joan Routledge, Maureen Morrissey, David Kirk, Jan Seeto, Laurie Barriere, Wanda Michell, 
Margaret Quaill, Kim Chock Ho, Ray McGregor, Dell Leary 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Mary Naughton, Catherine Brown, Gillian van Rooyen, 
Merlene Muldoon, Ann Swinnerton, Stan Gainfort, Anne Marie Kelleher, Stephen Land, Melissa Vink,  
Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Paolo, Olga & Diego Tagini, Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

Weekday Masses: Monday & Tuesday at 8am, 
Wednesday at 6.30am & Friday at 9.30am. We are not 
requiring pre-booking for weekday Masses - except for school 
year level Masses. 
 

On Arrival at the Church for Mass: Please present yourself 
to the Marshall at the main church doors who will note your 
attendance. Please sanitise your hands when entering and 
leaving the church. If you are from the same household you 
may sit together, however please maintain 1.5m physical 
distance from all others.  The church will be open at least 15 
minutes prior to each Mass to allow people to be seated. You 
are welcome to stay for a short chat after Mass but please 
remember social distancing. 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since March 
when COVID-19 forced us into lockdown, our 
income from collections at Mass and Planned 
Giving is down by over 30%. We would be 
very grateful, if you are able, to please 
continue to support the Parish financially. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you would like to 
direct transfer your Planned Giving to our 
bank account, our BSB is 064-786 and 
Account number is 007021101. Please use 
your surname and Planned Giving (or PG) as 
reference.  
 

Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please contact 
the Parish Office to set these up. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App You will need to create 
an account the first time you log in and select 
your favourite parish, St Peter’s Catholic 
Parish Rochedale! The logo to look for is a 
yellow and white cross forming a circle on a 
purple background.  
See our parish website  
for detailed  
‘User Guides’.  
 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 Other Parish Contacts: 

Care & Concern:  
Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103 

Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

Roster: 22nd & 23rd August Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Joyce Lyster Lydia Chew Petta Traynor 

AV Operator Olivia Brown Mick Denton Kate Guy 

Readers C. Les O’Gorman 
1. David Crowley 
2. Joyce Lyster 

C. Maria Chamberlain 
1. Alan Vigor 
2. Jess Smith 

C. Helen Gracyzk  
1. Vicki Routledge 
2. Cesarina Gigante 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Rob Meulman 
Trish Meulman 

Stephanie Lenihan 
Jim Nathan 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Mel McKay 

Musicians Elizabeth Rita Elizabeth 

Cleaning Group:  5 Neil Mone, Dona Thomas, Telesia Naupoto, Julie Hondroudakis, Judith Littlefield, Kathy Winter 

This week – 16th to 23rd  August:  Sacristan: Prashanthi Selvarathnam  Counting: Carl’s Group 

 

Parish Reflection Day: This is an open invitation to all 
parishes from Evangelisation Brisbane 
Venue: Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre, 267 Wellington St, 
Ormiston 
When: Saturday 29th August (9.30am – 3.30pm) 
Focus: The Season of Creation 
Cost is $30 per person (includes lunch box and baked 
morning tea) Payment by direct deposit (bank details 
forwarded after registration) 
Please register by email to ebadmin@bne.catholic.net.au or 
phone 3324 3440. (booking and payment essential 7 days prior 

to the day) 

mailto:sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.webgatetec.parishgiving
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/parishgiving/id1505667807?ls=1


 

 


