
 

    Sixth Sunday of Easter (Year A) 

17th May 2020 

  

Readings: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17      1 Peter 3:15-18     John 14:15-21 

 

“I will not leave you orphaned.” 

 

As a child I had an abiding fear of my parents dying and leaving me orphaned. 
Being the youngest of four with parents who were older than the rest of the 
neighbours’ kids’ parents, it really played on my young mind and caused me 
some anxiety. 
 

 “I will not leave you orphaned”. At some point we all want or even need to hear 
these words. They speak directly to some of our greatest fears and challenges; 
abandonment and isolation, loneliness, vulnerability. They remind us that we 
are not destined to walk this earth without an identity or direction. We do not 
stand alone. 
 

There are seasons of life, moments, when the transitions, changes, and 
tragedies can leave us feeling as orphans. Whether spoken or unspoken the 
questions begin. What will I do now? Where do I go? What happens next? Who 
will love, nurture, and guide me? Who stands on my side? What will become of 
me? These are questions that many of us, young and old, have pondered over 
the past few weeks as we have retreated into our homes in isolation. None of 
us know who will be next to be struck down. Will it be me or one of my kids? 
Those are the orphan’s questions. Those are the questions I imagine running 
through the heads and hearts of the disciples in this weekend’s Gospel. 
 

It is the last supper. The Disciples have been fed, feet have been washed, 
Judas the betrayer has left.  It is night, dark and sinister and Jesus announces 
he is leaving. The one for whom they left everything now says he is leaving. 
“We do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” “Show us 
the Father.” More orphan questions. Anyone who has ever loved and lost – a 
spouse, a child, a friend, security, hope – knows the orphan’s questions. 
 

We fear becoming orphaned. That fear points to the deeper reality that by 
ourselves we are not enough. It is not, however, because we are deficient. It is 
rather because we were never intended or created to be self-sufficient. We were 
never intended to stand alone as individuals. We were created to love and be 
loved, to live in relationship, in community, as persons giving themselves to 
each other, to dwell, abide, and remain within each other even as the Father is 
in Jesus and Jesus is in the Father. 
 

As the COVID 19 crisis begins to show signs of receding, we need to remember 
and be thankful that our God has been with us as we have isolated ourselves 
amidst great uncertainty. God is with us as He promised. He would never leave 
us. He promised us the Spirit and that promise holds true in 2020 as it did over 
two thousand years ago. Emmanuel, God with us. Ponder on that, pray about 
it and allow yourself to be stirred by its implications for your life.    

   Deacon Mike 

Readings for next weekend: The Ascension of the Lord 
Acts 1:1-11             Ephesians 1:17-23             Matthew 28:16-20 

  

 

Updated COVID-19 Restrictions: The celebration of Mass continues to be 
suspended with the exception of ‘Mass for the People’ which will be allowed 
to have 10 people in total. Churches may open for private prayer under strict 
conditions. Anyone over 70 years old or with health complications should 
continue to self-isolate. Anyone who has any flu-like symptoms should not 
enter the church.  Funerals max 20 people, weddings and baptisms max 10. 
Please see page 2 of the newsletter for more details. 



  

Mary – Praying the Rosary in May 
  

Pope Francis - Pope Francis1. invites us to pray the 
Rosary asking for Mary’s intercession to bring an end to 
the Coronavirus Pandemic. He also has written two 
prayers to be prayed after the Rosary. They remind us to 
ask for Mary’s protection and for her intercession for 
specific intentions e.g. those who are sick and for those 
who care for them; for those who have died and for those 
who mourn for them; for scientists seeking cures and 
vaccines; and for leaders who must find ways to keep their 
people safe and economies recovering. 
  

Praying Together in These Troubled Times - Let us join 
with our Holy Father and each other to pray for an end to 
the Pandemic. Using our precious beads of faith (which 
often hold stories and memories), we can pray the whole 
Rosary or slot in a single decade here and there - whilst 
walking or travelling, before going to sleep or when we 
wake in the middle of the night feeling anxious or 
disturbed.  
 

Let Us Pray - Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace 
all your children in distress and pray that God will stretch 
out his all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible 
pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal 
course.1. 
 

1.  Pope Francis, Pope Francis Composes Prayers for End of 
Pandemic to be Recited After Praying the Rosary, April 27, 2020. 
https://catholicleader.com.au/news/pope-francis-composes-prayers-
for-end-of-pandemic-to-be-recited-after-praying-the-rosary 
 

     Faith Enrichment Group   

Youth Update: Young adults (18-35 year 
olds) zoom catch up Monday nights 7pm 
Meeting ID: 464-455-070 
High school youth group zoom catch up's 
weekly, check our instagram for more details.  
During this time of online ministry, you can 
contact us on instagram @rochedaleyouth)  
or via email  
youth.stpetroch@bne. catholic.net.au. 

Olivia, Youth Ministry Co-ordinator 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: We would be very 
grateful, if you are able, to please continue to 
support the Parish financially. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you would like to direct 
transfer your Planned Giving to our bank account, 
our BSB is 064-786 and Account number is 
007021101. Please use your surname and Planned 
Giving (or PG) as reference. You can set this up 
yourself on any device where you can access your 
online banking. 
 

Or via Credit Card: Please contact the Parish Office 
via phone or email as we can either set up a monthly 
credit card donation or do an individual case by case 
donation of as little as $5.00 over the phone. 
 

Direct Debit: Please contact us to set up Direct 
Debit through the Archdiocesan Development Fund. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App Our parish is one of the trial 
parishes for this app that the Archdiocese has 
created. The app is available to download from the 
Apple Store and Google Play store or you can 
access it via parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au. 
You will need to create an account the first time you 
log in and select your favourite parish, St Peter’s 
Catholic Parish Rochedale! The logo to look for in 
the app store is a yellow and white cross forming a 
circle on a purple background. You can use the app 
for a one-off payment or set it up for regular giving.  
See our parish website for detailed ‘User Guides’. 
From the Home Page click on ‘Parish 
Contribution’.  
Thank you for your  

continuing support. 

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website 
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au and click on 
‘Stay Connected’ to find the latest updates and 
links. Some printed copies of the newsletter & 
Sunday liturgies will be left in front of the church. 
 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St 
Stephen 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and 
10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw. 
Channel 10 televises Mass at 6am on Sundays. 
  

Parish Office hours will be Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday 8.15am to 1.15pm. 
Emails & phone messages checked Mon/Thurs.  
In case of an emergency please contact  
Fr Baiyi on 0481 975 660. 
 

 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who is 
housebound or facing difficulties during these challenging 
times please contact Lynn on 0403051103 or the Parish 
Office 33414421.God bless you all, look out for another 
and let us stand united together in prayer, love and hope. 
 

Laudato Si: This year we are celebrating the 5th Anniversary of 
Pope Francis encyclical "Laudato Si". The "Laudato Si Week" runs 
from the 16th to 24th May. There are a number of events offered 
from Rome. So they take place late in the evening. However, if 
you register, you can watch them at a time more convenient to 
you. You can find them at https://laudatosiweek.org/activities/  
On 24th May, at noon, Catholics around the world are encouraged 
to pray a special prayer which you can find at 
https://laudatosiweek.org/prayer/  
For those without internet access, some copies of the prayer have 
been printed and will be available in front of the church doors. 

            Social Justice Group 

Updates re new restrictions as of 16th May: 
Sunday Mass: Fr Baiyi will celebrate 9am Sunday Mass only 
each week, with 9 people allowed to be present. If you 
would like to be included in the 9 people (from 24th May), 
please call or email the Parish Office with your expression of 
interest. We will randomly select 9 names for each Sunday 
from those interested. Those selected will be notified on 
Fridays.  All others, please continue to pray from your homes 
at 9am on Sundays. 
 

Private Prayer: The church will be open for private prayer for 
a maximum of 10 people at any time for one hour on Sunday 
from 10am and again from 6pm; Tuesday from 5.30pm and 
Friday from 9am. Numbers will be strictly adhered to and we 
will be asking everyone to limit their prayer to 10 minutes 
maximum to allow others the opportunity. 

The Catholic Leader: News for free at 
www.catholicleader.com.au. 

 

mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.stpetersrochedale.org.au/
http://www.archbne.org/bzw
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/CQXNCWLVzmh2N86h6_yKn?domain=laudatosiweek.org/
https://laudatosiweek.org/prayer/
http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.webgatetec.parishgiving
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/parishgiving/id1505667807?ls=1
http://www.catholicleader.com.au/


  

    

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died:  Gwenda McNaught, Ronald Hauff 
  

Book of Life & Mass Requests: May Young, Murty King, Bev Handy, Herbert Ruthven, Bryn McGarvey,  
Colin Towne, Evelyn Jean Bishop, Joyce Lynagh, Beatrice Jones, Jeffrey Martin, Carl Becker, Dulcie Johns,  
Ken Kearney, Joyce Booth, Ruby Brownlee, Nidya Vellido, Sandra Chapman, Fr Michael Carew, Ken Thorley 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  Ian Thompson, Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Stephen Land, 
Melissa Vink, Ursula Williamson, Beryl Ryan, Lori Hodder, Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa, Morris Mirabito 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

St Vinnies News: Thank you to our generous St Peter’s parishioners. The families we have been 
helping have their TVs and computer. Thank you and God bless.  

 

Important Message for our St Peter’s Elderly or Isolated Parishioners: TransitCare is funded by the 
Commonwealth and Queensland governments. During this time of COVID-19 TransitCare is offering 
FREE Collection of Groceries and Pharmaceutical items delivered to your home. Please contact TransitCare for 
more information on 1300 153 636 or the website is www.transitcare.com.au. If you would like more information 
or perhaps the Parish to help you do not hesitate to contact the Parish Office for information. 
 

Highlights of Isolation: We would love our parishioners to send us any words of wisdom or photos on how you 
are watching Mass online or TV, praying at home or any activities or projects you are undertaking in your 
isolation during this COVID 19 period. Photos of family activities, gardening, sewing, Anzac Day, prayer time, 
home schooling, de-cluttering etc. Please email to Jo by end of May to lm.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au   
 

Aid to the Church in Need: Are you wondering how the coronavirus pandemic is affecting the Church around 
the world? Visit: www.aidtochurch.org/covid-19 to read messages from bishops, priests, brothers and religious 
sisters serving in some of the most remote and dangerous countries in the world. Aid to the Church in Need is a 
Pontifical Foundation supporting the faithful wherever they are persecuted or oppressed.  
 

Clairvaux MacKillop College Enrolment Applications: Due to the health warnings from the Australian 
Government regarding COVID-19, Clairvaux MacKillop College have cancelled ‘Windows’ Day Tours scheduled 
for Wednesday 6th May, Friday 5th June and Friday 31st July from 9am – 11am.  However, we are still 
accepting enrolment applications for 2021 – 2024.  If you would like to submit an enrolment application, 
please visit the College website and click on Enrolment Application Forms.  If you have any questions, please 
contact our Enrolment Secretary on 3347 9223 or enrolments@cvxmck.edu.au.  
Any questions regarding College Tours, please contact Ms Fitzgerald on 3347 9275. 
Best wishes for continued good health to you and your families. 
 

Entertainment Memberships are now 100% digital. The App means that as long as you have your phone, you 
have your Membership too. Instantly search and redeem offers or check out the ‘Near Me’ tab to find offers 
nearby. Your membership lasts for 12 months from the date of activation and can be shared on several devices 
between your family members. You now have the option of choosing a Single City or a Multi City Membership. 
Memberships can still be used at hundreds of business that offer takeaway, online shopping and essential 
services in local areas and nationally. We are continuing to add to our growing list of businesses offering 
takeaway and delivery for food, shopping and services. Latest additions include eGift Card offers from Amazon, 
iTunes, Google and BIG W. 
Visit www.entbook.com.au/2224e97 to purchase your Membership and help St Peter’s Parish fundraising. 
 

 

THANK YOU!   Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for supporting Project Compassion  
2020. You can still donate through the envelopes or boxes, just keep them until it is safe to bring 
them up to the Parish. Alternatively, there are a number of other ways to get your Project  
Compassion donations to Caritas Australia. 
You can bank your donations online or at a bank branch to ‘Caritas Australia’ BSB 062 217,  
account number 10072446. Use your donor id number if you know it or your surname as reference.  
You could post a cheque to Caritas Australia, GPO Box 9830, Sydney NSW 2001 
You can also donate at www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or by phoning 1800 024 413.  

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 Other Parish Contacts: 

Care & Concern Co-ordinator: 
Lynn White 0403 051103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 
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