Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year C)
19th December 2021
Readings: Micah 5:1-4

Hebrews 10:5-10

Luke 1:39-44

The Real Meaning of Christmas
I love Christmas. Christmas is a special time for me because it brings the
extended family together over a meal and we enjoy each other’s company
playing games and reminiscing over the year that has passed. But Christmas
goes much deeper than reuniting the family, sharing a meal, and opening
presents.
Christmas commemorates the coming of Jesus Christ amongst humanity. Let
that sink in for a second… the saviour of the world and the creator of the
universe became one of us to show us an example of love and save us from
our sins by dying on the cross as an innocent man, and then bring us to life
everlasting through resurrection. This is why we celebrate Christmas, because
without Jesus’ birth all this would not be possible.
No other world religion offers a deity who can empathise with us by becoming
human. Jesus takes on real flesh and actually roamed on this earth. He is born
into a manger, a food trough for animals, to become food for us by his life
culminating at the last supper where he says: this is my body, this is my blood,
take and eat, do this in memory of me (Lk 22:19-21).
The word Christmas comes from the words “Christ's Mass” meaning Christ
being sent out. It is often posited that Christmas was inaugurated on December
25 by Emperor Constantine in the 4th Century to diminish the Pagan
celebration of the Winter Solstice which celebrated the end of winter and the
coming of Spring around that time. However, the Church’s earliest known
references from the 2nd century (Telesphorus, Theophilus and Hippolytus)
state December 25 as the actual birth date of Jesus, long before any pagan
agricultural or sun god festival.
And even our Christmas decorations are full of symbology and have a deeper
meaning. The Christmas tree represents the Tree of Knowledge from the
garden of Eden, the baubles depict the fruits from the tree, the tinsel reminds
us of the serpent in the garden, the presents portray the gifts from the wise
men, the candy canes represent the shepherd’s crook, and the lights symbolise
Jesus as the light of the world. Cool huh?
Just as Christ is sent out into the world at “Christ’s Mass”, we too are all sent
out into the world at the end of the Holy Mass to share this Good News. And I
too must go forth from St Peter’s as I am sent out to complete my studies
towards the priesthood.
Thank you for the wonderful internship I’ve had at St Peter’s. You will be
missed and I will be sure to celebrate one of my first masses here after I am
ordained as a priest.
Go well and God bless,
Gerard Lai

Readings for next weekend:
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph (Year C)
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28
1 John 3:1-2, 21-24
Luke 2:41-52

December

In our parish this week

Mon 20th

8.00am Mass
10.00am Coffee Gathering
7.00pm Bible Sharing

Tue 21

st

8.00am Mass
6.30pm Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
7.00pm Mass

Wed 22nd

6.30am Mass
7.00pm Choir & Musicians practice for
9pm & 9am Christmas Masses

Thu 23rd

No Mass
7.00pm Decorating the Church

Fri 24th

Christmas Eve
10.00am Christmas Pageant Practice
6.30pm Family Mass with Pageant
9.00pm Christmas Vigil Mass

Sat

25th

Sun 26th

Christmas Day
12.00am Midnight Mass
9.00am Mass
(Please note no evening Mass)
The Holy Family of
Joseph, Mary & Jesus
9.00am Mass
6.00pm Mass

Coffee Gathering 10am Mon 20th December at
Thr33 Café at Centre Place on Underwood Rd.
We’ll reserve a table under ‘St Peter’s’.
The Parish Office will be closed between
Christmas & New Year, reopening on 4th January.
Rosters for those who Minister at weekend
Masses: Could all Ministers please advise the
Parish Office of any dates that you will be
unavailable January to March?
Books for sale in the church or Parish Office
God’s Word 2022 - $15 Liturgical diary with all of
the daily readings for 2022 plus daily reflections
New Life In Christ - $5 a 28 day prayer and
reflection resource for Advent or anytime
Break Open the Word 2022 - $20 – a fabulous
resource for those who are Ministers of the Word
The Catholic Leader December issue. $4.
Bible Sharing: Reading the Gospel of Luke on
Monday nights at 7pm in the Parish Centre
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament this
Tuesday 21st December from 6.30pm followed by
Mass at 7pm. All welcome.
LETTER BOX DROP Can you help with
our ‘Christmas Greetings and Mass
Times’ letter-drop? Four areas still to
be covered. Grab a bundle of cards and map and
enjoy your walk. Thank you to all who have helped.
Youth Update: New members always welcome!
We are taking a break from activities and will be back
in the New Year.
God Bless, Olivia
📧 youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au

@rochedaleyouth

Booking in to attend weekend & Christmas Masses:
We have created a new Trybooking link to help boost
the speed of the booking process. Please go to
https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/parish
or use the QR code here to book tickets
for all who wish to attend. Please bring
your phone with you to Mass so you can
also register with the Check In Qld app.
Please arrive early to assist the
Marshalls.

Important Advent & Christmas Dates
A Night of Carols: An initiative of the PPC
All are
welcome to come along on Saturday 18th December
7pm (after 6pm Mass) on the grassed area beside the
church. The youth will lead us in singing the carols.
BYO picnic. Tea, coffee and cocoa provided
Calling Christmas Musicians: We would love to have
you sing or play at Christmas. If you are attending 9 pm
or 9 am Masses at Christmas, please come along to
practice on Wednesday 22nd December at 7 pm. Please
note that the 6:30 pm Mass has different music and a
separate practice on December 24 at 10am.
Children’s Pageant Practice is at 10 am on Christmas
Eve for the 6.30 pm Mass that night. All children who
would like to be part of the pageant must attend the
practice. This practice usually lasts for an hour and a
half. We need children to play Mary, Joseph, angels,
shepherds, … and we need readers, musicians &
singers. Parents welcome, Help welcome! We would
appreciate if parents could complete an expression of
interest form asap so that we can prepare. Please
contact the Parish Office on 3341 4421 for more details.
**Please note that all of the Masses below will require
booking on the new Trybooking link
https://www.trybooking.com/eventlist/parish
Christmas Masses:
Christmas Eve Friday 24th December
6.30 pm (Family Mass with children’s pageant)
& 9.00 pm (Vigil)
Christmas Day Saturday 25th December
Midnight (12.00am) and 9.00 am
Feast of the Holy Family 26th December
Masses Sunday 9.00am & 6.00pm only
(note no Saturday 6pm Mass as it is Christmas Day)
Entertainment Memberships: Get access to thousands
of dollars’ worth of discount offers and 2 for 1 deals with
an Entertainment Membership and support St Peter’s
fundraising. Limited time offer: get savings across 20
cities with the FREE upgrade from Single City to Multi
City Membership! Offer ends 11:59pm 9th January 2022
AEDT Great Christmas Gift idea. Go to
www.entbook.com.au/2224e97
Vinnies News: For sale at the piety shop:
Columban Calendars for 2022 $10 each
Christmas Cards, pack of 5 for $2.50.
St Vinnies Christmas Appeal: Thank you to all who
donated to help those less fortunate in our local area have
a better Christmas.
Toiletries & Cleaning products donations still accepted

Faith Matters: Fourth Sunday of Advent: Fulfilment
‘Here I am Lord, I am coming to do your will.’ 1
In our Advent journey we join the queue of those who have said
yes to God: In the Old Testament Noah, Moses, Abraham,
Esther, Samuel.
Through the generous, ‘let it be done to me’ Magnificat yes by
Mary of Nazareth, we are told that ‘Supremely here, in the
person of Mary, we learn that it is people of faith who channel
God’s presence and power into the world’. 2
We wonder at Joseph’s yes, leaving behind his uncertainty and
stepping forward into the unknown to support and care for Mary.
New life emerges in Jesus who is the fulfillment of God’s plan of
salvation. We behold the complete yes surrender of Jesus, our
Lord and Saviour.
The Angelus Prayer calls for us to remain faithful to our, yes to
God:
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts;
that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ, your Son, was made
known by the message of an angel, may by His Passion and
Cross be brought to the glory of his Resurrection. Who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever
and ever. 3
1.Hebrews 10: 9. 2. Brendan Byrne SJ 2020 Homily for the Fourth Sunday
of Advent. 3.The Angelus Prayer

Faith Enrichment Group

St Peter’s Planned Giving: We would be
very grateful, if you are able, to support
the Parish financially. There are several
options.
Via Direct Bank Transfer: To direct
transfer your Planned Giving to our bank
account, our BSB is 064-786 and Account
number is 100000067. Please use your
surname and Planned Giving (or PG) as
reference.
Envelopes, Credit Card or Direct Debit:
Please contact the Office to set these up.
‘Parish Giving’ App: The logo to look for
in the app store is a yellow and white
cross forming a circle on a purple
background.
See our parish
website for detailed ‘User Guides’.
Tap & Go Donations: No cash at Mass?
Try our donation terminal near the main
doors: $5 donation per swipe to support
St Peter’s Parish.
To help with seminarian costs: Account
Name: Vocations Support
BSB: 064-786 Acct #: 100026892

Christmas Church Decorating
Please come along and help decorate our Church home on
Thursday December 23rd at 7pm. We have lights, tree and
tinsel to put up! It would be a great opportunity for our
community to come together to prepare for our Christmas
Masses and the festive season.
Many hands make light work, so we hope
to see you there!
Contact the Parish Office for more information.

Ministers needed at all
Masses for next Sunday
26th December which is the
Feast of the Holy Family.
Please contact Jo or the
Parish Office is you are
available to help at Mass.
Thank you! Remember - no
Saturday evening Mass.

Roster: 25th & 26th Dec
Musicians

Special rosters – please contact the Parish Office if you can help
No Mass Saturday
Sun 9am Rita Bishop
Sun 6pm Liz Fort
evening
This week, 19th – 25th Dec: Sacristan: Prashanthi Selvarathnam
Counting: Mike’s Group
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Those who have died: Charlie Lenihan, Roy Leahy, Les Kreis, Elizabeth Williams, Kevin McKay, Joan Kunkel,
Elizabeth Vandeleur
Book of Life & Mass Requests: James Glancy, Clare Breen, Kevin Mullins, Sr Philomena Lyons, Ken White,
Alexander Forbes, Thomas Doherty, Helen Lawlor, Ronald Kennedy, William ‘Bill’ Carver, Leo Lawlor,
Jeffrey Lawlor, Mary Blattman, Patricia Holzknecht, Jodie Louise Ryan, Vera Adcock, Hilary Dempsey,
Maurice Malloy
Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Kevin Fry, Kimberley Kanages, Liz Hill, Josephine Lavington,
Les and Steph O’Gorman, Karen Johnstone, Des Baptist, Mel Singh, Lee Gregory, Gillian Van Rooyen,
Phil Van Rooyen, Pat McDonnell, Rod Jones, Katie Costello, Kathy Jensen
Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.
Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or
Other Parish Contacts:
sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
Care & Concern: Transport: 0412 267 337
Social Justice Group Facebook:
Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051 103
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group
Family Group Facebook:
St Vincent de Paul:
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411 641 312

