
 

    Second Sunday of Easter (Year A) 

19th April 2020 

  

Readings: Acts 2:42-47 1 Peter 1:3-9         John 20:19-31 
 

Reflection 
“….the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for 

fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,  

"Peace be with you." 
 

That same Jesus comes to each of us today and every day as we too are in 

isolation, not for fear of the Jews but because of the fear of COVID-19. To us 

he also says, “Peace be with you” because he knows that we too are afraid, 

anxious and worried due to this awful plague that besets our world. 
 

Like Thomas, we too have our doubts and concerns about what is happening 

in our world with infection rates over 2 million worldwide and rising daily and 

with the death toll rising daily too. 
 

Poor Thomas! Since this amazing event when Jesus appeared in the locked 

room, Thomas has been renamed ‘doubting Thomas!’ And maybe we too 

quickly dismiss him for this doubting and apparent lack of faith. But on the other 

hand, he is really a very good role model for all us for genuine seeing and 

believing. Our faith and believing ultimately cannot be based on hearsay, blind 

acceptance or what others have seen and believed, valid as this may be for 

them. Our believing during this unique Easter season and our whole life must 

be grounded in a deep and personal encounter with the Risen Jesus Christ.  
 

The life of the risen Jesus is now within us, just as it was with Thomas and the 

other apostles, and helps us to put aside our fears and doubts so that we can 

experience his peace, which is his gift to us and the whole church as we struggle 

to cope without our sacramental life and our liturgies in the face of this plague 

of almost biblical proportions.  
 

The resurrection of Our Lord not only changed the world, it made all the 

difference in the world! Fear is overcome by peace, doubt is transformed into a 

great acclamation of faith and sin is defeated by forgiveness. This is so 

important to us at this time in world history when our planet has been struck 

down by the pestilence which is COVID-19. 
 

Today let us like Thomas reach out in faith to the risen Christ and offer our 

prayer in faith and hope; My Lord and my God. 

       Deacon Mike 

Readings for next weekend: Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 2:14, 22-33       1 Peter 1:17-21        Luke 24:13-35 
  

 Parish Office hours have been reduced due to the current pandemic. 
Staff are working from home and will only be in the Parish Office on Fridays. 
You can keep in contact with us by email or phone and we will endeavour to 
contact you back as soon as possible. 
In case of an emergency you can contact Fr Baiyi on 0481 975 660. 

 



 

Living Easter – Awakening Hope  
In this Easter season, so different from any other, let us 
ask God to awaken hope in our hearts by praying this 
beautiful prayer by Joyce Rupp1. 
 

When I meet people in whom you are hidden from my 
view on my Emmaus road of life... 

Awaken hope in me. 
When the planet’s war, terrorism, hunger, violence and 
disease envelops me with its pain ... 

Awaken hope in me. 
When, like Mary in the garden, my own illusions and 
expectations keep me from finding you ... 

Awaken hope in me. 
When the best in me feels beaten down by the worst in 
someone else ... 

Awaken hope in me. 
When you surprise me by showing up unexpectedly in 
what I resist ... 

Awaken hope in me. 
When I cannot heal the ones I care about or take away 
their struggles ... 

Awaken hope in me. 
When I refuse to come close enough to you and keep you 
at a distance by my self-endeavours ... 

Awaken hope in me. 
When the mystery of death and the secret of the soul’s 
ongoing journey take me into darkness ... 

Awaken hope in me. 
When my inner goodness is entombed and I lack the 
courage to bring your love to life ... 

Awaken hope in me. 
When the Fire of Pentecost seeks to fill me with your 
challenging energy and enthusiasm ... 

Awaken hope in me. 
 

1. Joyce Rupp, 2010, Out of the Ordinary: Prayers, Poems and 
Reflections for Every Season, Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN. 
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Sunday Liturgies: Fr Baiyi will continue to celebrate 9am Sunday Mass each week, praying for us and with us 
all in this difficult time. Fr Baiyi will celebrate these Masses with no congregation present. Please only join him 
in prayer from your homes. You can use the liturgies that you will find on our website to pray, knowing that  
Fr Baiyi is celebrating Mass at that same time. Some paper copies of these liturgies will be left in front of the main 
church doors near the newsletters if you prefer and these are especially for those who do not have internet 
access. If you are passing by the church for exercise or whilst on your essential travels allowed under the current 
restrictions, you could collect one of the newsletters or printed liturgies. 
 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: As we are currently missing the cash component of our Planned Giving each week, 
we would be very grateful, if you are able, to please continue to support the Parish financially. 
Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you would like to direct transfer your Planned Giving to our bank account, our BSB 
is 064-786 and Account number is 007021101. Please use your surname and Planned Giving (or PG) as 
reference. You can set this up yourself on any device where you can access your online banking. 
Or via Credit Card: Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email as we can either set up a monthly credit 
card donation or do an individual case by case donation of as little as $5.00 over the phone. 
Direct Debit: Please contact us to set up Direct Debit through the Archdiocesan Development Fund. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App! The Archdiocese of Brisbane has been developing a new  
‘Parish Giving’ App. Our parish is one of the trial parishes for this app, which is  
now available to download from the Apple Store and Google Play store or you  
can access it via parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au. You will need to create an  
account the first time you log in and select your favourite parish, St Peter’s Catholic  
Parish Rochedale! The logo to look for in the app store is a yellow and white cross  
forming a circle on a purple background. You can use the app for a one time payment 

 or set it up for regular giving.  See our parish website for detailed ‘User Guides’. 

Care & Concern: 
If you or anyone you know who is housebound or 
facing difficulties during these challenging times 
please contact Lynn on 0403051103 or the Parish 
Office 33414421. 
God bless you all, look out for another and let us 
stand united together in prayer, love and hope. 

Youth Update:   
Due to the current conditions Rochedale Youth 
has moved to a fully online presence. 
For more information, contact Olivia, our  
Youth Ministry Co-ordinator via email at 
youth.stpetroch@bne. catholic.net.au. 
Follow us on Instagram: @rochedaleyouth 

  

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of  
St Stephen 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and 
10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw.  
Channel 10 televises Mass at 6am on Sunday. 
  

Liturgies for you at Home:  
Please check out our Parish Website 
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au and click on ‘Stay 
Connected’. Inside you will find the latest updates 
and links to the live streamed Mass from the 
Cathedral as well as Liturgies for you to be able to 
use at home during this difficult time while the 
church must be closed. With grateful thanks to the 
staff of Liturgy Brisbane and Evangelisation 
Brisbane who are preparing and sharing these with 
us, you can find the prayers, readings and 
reflections of the Sunday in one document as well 
as another family version to share with young 
children. 
 

The Catholic Leader:  
Read the latest news from the Catholic Leader for 
free at www.catholicleader.com.au. 

mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.archbne.org/bzw
http://www.stpetersrochedale.org.au/
http://www.catholicleader.com.au/


  

    

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died:  Elmore Kotzur, Pam Stoodley, William Crowley (David’s father), Dr Catherine Hamlin 
  

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Zhiding Gong, Ray Naughton, Nita Atkins, Elizabeth Traquair,  
Denis Flanagan, Colin Bishop, Joan Potent, Roma Murray, Jill Bayliss, Betty Cloherty. Stephen Chin, 
 Anne Smith, Eileen O’Mara, Robert Finn, Benito Vicenzino, Alice Gillen, Apolonio Aguas 
  

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  Ursula Williamson, Beryl Ryan, Lori Hodder, Kevin Fry, 
Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa, Morris Mirabito, Garry Capper, Paolo, Olga & Diego Tagini  
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

St Vinnies News: We are looking for two TV sets for battling families we are assisting. Both families 
are single mums with children.   If you have a TV you are not using and can donate please call Brian 
on 0419 992 294 

 

Important Message for our St Peter’s Elderly or Isolated Parishioners: TransitCare is funded by the 
Commonwealth and Queensland governments. During this time of COVID-19 TransitCare is offering 
FREE Collection of Groceries and Pharmaceutical items delivered to your home. 
Please contact TransitCare for more information on 1300 153 636 or the website is www.transitcare.com.au 
If you would like more information or perhaps the Parish to help you do not hesitate to contact the Parish 
Office for information. 
 

 Entertainment Memberships: are now 100% digital. Saying goodbye to the iconic Book wasn't an easy 
decision, but it significantly simplifies the experience for our fundraisers, reduces our environmental impact 
and allows us to provide flexibility for members and merchants. Benefits of the App include: 
 Convenient and User-friendly: The App means that as long as you have your phone, you have your 

Membership too. Instantly search and redeem offers or check out the ‘Near Me’ tab to find offers nearby. 
 Memberships start anytime:  Memberships are valid for 12 months from when you activate.  Good news 

is members who purchase in April receive an extra 2 months on their annual membership 
 New offers automatically added: As soon as we sign a new offer, you get access to it.  
 Multiple devices: You can still share your Membership with your family. Encourage your partner and kids 

to download the App so they can access valuable savings when out. 
 Easy gifting: We've made it simpler than ever to gift an Entertainment Membership – simply purchase 

from your chosen fundraiser and the gift Membership will be delivered instantly to your inbox.  
 Memberships can still be used at hundreds of business that offer takeaway, online shopping and 

essential services nationally and in local areas.  
 We have also had an influx of restaurants and cafés wanting to offer takeaway deals, and help promote 

them to their local community. We are updating these takeaway offers daily to provide the most current 
information to our members and supporters. 

Visit www.entbook.com.au/2224e97 to purchase your Membership and help St Peter’s Parish fundraising. 
  

Clairvaux MacKillop College: has cancelled ‘Windows’ Day Tours scheduled for 6th May, 5th June and 
31st July. The College Leadership Team is working on new dates for later in the year.  

THANK YOU!   Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for supporting 
Project Compassion 2020. You can still donate through the envelopes or boxes,  
just keep them until it is safe to bring them up to the Parish. Alternatively, there are a number of 
other ways to get your Project Compassion donations to Caritas Australia. 
You can bank your donations online or at a bank branch to ‘Caritas Australia’ BSB 062 217, 
account number 10072446. Use your donor id number if you know it or your surname as 
reference.  
You could post a cheque to Caritas Australia, GPO Box 9830, Sydney NSW 2001 
You can also donate at www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or by phoning 1800 024 413.  
Through your generosity you will be empowering the world’s most vulnerable communities to 
grow stronger and share their strengths with their communities to lift themselves out of poverty. 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern Co-ordinator: 
Lynn White 0403 051103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 
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