16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

19th July 2020
Readings: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19

Romans 8:26-27

Matthew 13:24-30

“Just because we are too busy?”
Everyone is busy in today’s society. The list of the things that make us busy can
be never-ending; work, children, old parents, friends, hobbies, sports, exercise
etc. A quite common complaint that we usually hear is that “I am too busy.”
Then people don’t have enough time for the most important person in their life,
their husband/wife.
One day, totally unexpectedly, a friend, or a family member, or a colleague of
yours may come to you and tell you: “I have just divorced.” You are so shocked.
You feel so sorry for him/her. You wonder why things have gone so badly.
Perhaps, he/she will say with a deep sigh, “We are both good people, but we
have been so busy that we have not had enough time for each other…” Then
we accept what we have heard and we can see that he/she believes what they
have said, too.
Some time ago, a friend of mine shared a picture with me. The picture was
taken in a city shortly after the restrictions of COVID-19 were eased to some
extent in that city. In the picture, many people are queuing outside the ministry
of civil affairs, trying to apply for divorce. I was totally perplexed.
Due to COVID-19 lockdown, people have had much more time together than
usual and their marriages should have become stronger, not otherwise. My
friend explained to me: “People have been together in one place for too long a
time. Soon they become bored. Then they start recalling the past and
complaining about each other for the mistakes they have made. This provokes
anger and fighting as they can’t agree with each other about so many things.”
Obviously, apart from being too busy to be together for enough time, being with
each other for too much time can be another reason for an unhappy marriage.
This has made me think that if we don’t have a happy married life, the amount
of time a couple can be together could be an important factor. However, for
some cases, it is not the main reason. The amount of time for a couple to be
together, whether it is too little or too much, may be just the tip of the iceberg.
In a broken marriage, there can be many causes and many symptoms. Very
often, there is one main aspect in common – a lack of love.
For marriage, the real solid foundation is love. In love, we try to find time for our
marriage partner. In love, we recall the beautiful memories and intentionally
avoid mentioning past disagreements or finding faults in our relationship. In
love, we sacrifice whatever is necessary for the person we love. In love, we
keep our wedding vows and remain loyal to each other. Perhaps our society
has missed these points about a successful marriage for a long time.
My dear friends, we believe that if we focus on love, with wisdom and grace
from God who is love, we should be confident that we will definitely have a
successful and happy married life. When we have other life issues, similar to
the example of marriage above, let us also try to dig more deeply and find out
the real reasons of them, then we can possibly resolve them.
Fr Baiyi
(This is the first in a series of articles planned by Fr Baiyi on thoughts inspired
by the COVID-19 period.)
Readings for next weekend: 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Kings 3:5, 7-12
Romans 8:28-30
Matthew 13:44-52

July
Mon 20th

In our parish this week
8.00am Mass (max 100 people)

Tues 21st

8.00am Mass with children
(max 100 people)

Wed

22nd

Thurs 23rd
Fri

24th

St Mary Magdalene
6.30am Mass (max 100 people)
No Mass
9.00am Rosary & private prayer
(max 100 people)

9.30am Mass (max 100 people)
Sat 25th

St James
5.00pm Reconciliation
Vigil Mass for Sunday:
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people)

Sun 26th

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.00am Mass (max 100 people)
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people)

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au and click on ‘Stay
Connected’ to find the latest updates and links.
Some printed copies of the newsletter & Sunday
liturgies will be left in front of the church.
Email Updates: If you are not currently receiving
the newsletter, Sunday Liturgy and updates via
email and would like to do so, please call or email
the parish office and notify us of your preferred
email address.
Reconciliation 5pm on Saturdays or by
appointment.
Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who
is isolating would like to chat, please contact Lynn
on 0403051103.
Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St
Stephen 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and
10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw. Channel
10 televises Mass at 6am on Sunday.
The Catholic Leader due to COVID-19 is currently
offered free. You can sign up to receive your
weekly digital newspaper here.
Youth Update:
High School: (7-8:30pm in the Parish Centre)
 July 19th (This date is a one off SUNDAY)
 August 1st
 August 15th
 August 29th
 September 12th
Young adults:
 Monday July 20th – Chatswood Hills Tavern
6:30pm
 Saturday August 1st- 12pm for Yum Cha
with Fr Baiyi- More details to come.
 Thursday August 5th
With the restrictions currently in place I ask that if
you/your child are planning on attending one of
these events that you please RSVP to Olivia,
whether that be via email, Instagram or phone.
Email: youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
Instagram: @rochedaleyouth

WELCOME BACK TO MASS!
Updates re Level 3 easing of COVID-19 restrictions:
Masses, funerals, weddings and baptisms may now be
celebrated with 100 people in total. Anyone who has
any flu-like symptoms must not enter the church.
The Federal Health Guidelines now advise that, due to
low numbers of COVID-19 cases in most communities,
those people who were previously identified as being at
higher risk of the disease can now return to work and
other settings provided they can meet social distancing
requirements. Queensland Health guidelines indicate the
following as vulnerable groups: those over 70 years of
age or over 65 years of age with underlying health issues
or First Nations Queenslanders over the age of 50 with
one or more chronic diseases. Please visit the
Queensland Government health sit for information on
COVID-19 and how you can keep yourself and others
safe. https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/healthalerts/coronavirus-covid-19/protect-yourselfothers/coronavirus-prevention
Booking in to attend weekend Masses: If you would
like to attend Mass at St Peter’s at 6pm Saturday, 9am
Sunday or 6pm Sunday please go to the Try Booking
site https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. Tickets are free.
You will be able to select tickets for the Mass of your
choice and in a particular section of the church. Please
note, the section of the church that you book in for is
where you must sit. Please select tickets for each family
member attending, including babies. Bookings in the
main body of the church will be available first (Sections A,
B, C, D – total of 54), then if needed we will open
bookings for the Parish Centre (Sections E & F) followed
by the verandah (Sections G & H). You will receive a
confirmation email once you have completed your
booking. Bookings are open now for weekend Masses up
to September. Bookings will close at 11am each
Friday before the relevant weekend Mass.
If you have booked and subsequently are unable to
attend please ensure you cancel your booking in ample
time to allow others to attend. You will find the link in
your confirmation email to enable you to return
tickets.
If you do not have access to a computer or have any
difficulty with booking online, please phone the Parish
Office and we will book for you.
Weekday Masses: Monday & Tuesday at 8am,
Wednesday at 6.30am & Friday at 9.30am. As weekday
Mass attendances are usually below 100, we are not
requiring pre-booking.
Numbers for all gatherings will be strictly adhered to and
we will be recording attendees’ names, addresses and
telephone numbers for potential COVID-19 contact
tracing as per government requirements. These details
must be kept for 56 days.
On Arrival at the Church: Please present yourself to the
Marshall at the main church doors who will note your
attendance. Please sanitise your hands when entering
and leaving the church. If you are from the same
household you may sit together, however please maintain
1.5m physical distance from all others. The church will
be open at least 15 minutes prior to each Mass to allow
people to be seated. You are welcome to stay for a short
chat after Mass but please remember social distancing.

Families in Need: If you or any family you know is in need of
free food hampers or other assistance, please contact Jo on
0419733878. Completely confidential. We are able to access
help from a number of community groups and organisations
willing to help those in need during COVID-19.
Clairvaux MacKillop College “Live” Virtual Tour 10am to
11am Friday 24th July. Please register online via the enrolments
tab at www.cvcmck.edu.au
Entertainment Memberships: Thousands of dollars’ worth of
discounts, special offers and 2 for 1 deals for retail outlets both
online and in store, restaurants and cafes, entertainment,
accommodation etc are available to you with your membership.
You can now choose single city or multi city memberships.
St Peter’s Parish receives 20% of each membership purchased
towards our fundraising. Help support our parish and the local
community and enjoy your membership!
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/2224e97
Journey Catholic Radio is a weekly radio program and
podcast developed by the Catholic Diocese of Wollongong all
about faith, hope, love and life. It includes awesome music, a
weekly Gospel reflection, interviews and a variety of weekly
inputs from some of the best Catholic presenters in Australia.
Visit www.jcr.org.au or www.itunes.jcr.org.au where you can
listen anytime and subscribe to weekly shows by email
St Paul de Chartres Retirement Units We have immaculately
presented 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units ready for purchase with
modern appliances designed to assist you to live independently
and worry free. Unit prices starting from $235 000.00 for 1
bedroom to $290 000.00 -$300 000.00 for 2 bedroom. 3
bedroom (price on enquiry). Beautifully landscaped gardens
with a chapel and Mass celebrated daily, community centre,
close to shops and transport. Open House every Thursday
morning from 10am to noon. Please enquire or make an
appointment to view the units with our retirement unit manager
on 3809-6323.

St Peter’s Planned Giving: We would be
very grateful, if you are able, to please
continue to support the Parish financially.
Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you would like
to direct transfer your Planned Giving to our
bank account, our BSB is 064-786 and
Account number is 007021101. Please use
your surname and Planned Giving (or PG)
as reference. You can set this up yourself
on any device where you can access your
online banking.
Or via Credit Card: Please contact the
Parish Office via phone or email as we can
either set up a monthly credit card donation
or do an individual donation over the phone.
Direct Debit: Please contact us to set up
Direct Debit through the Archdiocesan
Development Fund.
‘Parish Giving’ App The app is available to
download from the Apple Store and Google
Play store or you can access it via
parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au. You
will need to create an account the first time
you log in and select your favourite parish,
St Peter’s Catholic Parish Rochedale! The
logo to look for in the app store is a yellow
and white cross forming a circle on a purple
background. You can use the app for a oneoff payment or set it up for regular giving.
See our parish website for detailed ‘User
Guides’. From the Home Page click on
‘Parish Contribution’.
Thank you for your
continuing support.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Those who have died: James Arcus, Ann Yu, Ian Thompson, Tony McDonald, Eugenia Letkiewicz, Kerin Young
Book of Life & Mass Requests: Marie Leadbetter, David O’Gorman, Maggie Bahn, Mary Kate Wiltshire,
Bill Weeks (Snr), Jack Winter, Albert de Wit, William Wotherspoon, Jacqueline Tagg, Florence O’Gorman,
Derval O’Sullivan, Glennis Troy, Patrick Kelleher, May Winter, Jack Bates, Frank Denaro, John Manuel,
Jim Marrinan, Ted Carter, Ken Thomas, Helena Kostecka, Mina Sartori, Norm Richards, Faber Armstrong,
Bonnie Armstrong
Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Catherine Brown, Gillian van Rooyen, Merlene Muldoon,
Ann Swinnerton, Stan Gainfort, Bob Devere, Anne Marie Kelleher, Stephen Land, Melissa Vink,
Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Paolo, Olga & Diego Tagini, Ursula Williamson, Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa
Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.
Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
Other Parish Contacts:
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or
Care & Concern:
sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103
Social Justice Group Facebook:
Family Group Facebook:
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups
St Vincent de Paul:
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775

