
  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

20th December 2020 
 

Readings:  2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16    Romans 16:25-27     Luke 1:26 – 38 
 

Reflection – 4th Sunday of Advent 
 

Advent is coming to a close. We call it a season of waiting. Aren’t you tired of 
waiting? This has been an awful season of waiting while the COVID-19 virus 
has taken approximately 1.61million lives world-wide. When will we get the 
vaccine? How long will it take for all of us to be vaccinated? What about the 
poor countries of the world, will their populations also be vaccinated? Are you 
as tired as I am of this waiting and worrying? People are still sick, hungry, 
homeless and unemployed. When will relief come? 

There is something else that calls us to wait, but with a sure promise of 
fulfillment. In Advent we await Christ’s coming. We will celebrate his coming in 
the flesh in five days, even while all the other waiting drag on! There’s more: we 
also await his final return. What should we do during this waiting time? Certainly 
not sit content in our private bubbles, isolated the way those professional 
footballers are before their big games. The scriptures give us guide and 
encouragement as we wait. 

This weekend we hear Gabriel announce to Mary her coming pregnancy. We 
are reminded that the baptised are also pregnant with the life of Christ. I know 
the thought of being pregnant with God may be an uncomfortable description 
for us men to ponder. But still, by the same overshadowing of the Spirit that 
Mary experienced, we also bear the life of Christ within us and give birth to him 
in the world by our words and actions. "The Holy Spirit will come upon you and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you." The very same promise is 
spoken to us as well. The Spirit has been planted in us; new life given us. How 
shall we nurture it? Where and when shall we give birth to it?  

We may be feeling fed up and ready to quit our waiting. But God is not fed up 
and ready to quit on us. God, who created something out of nothing, can do it 
again and be creative when there is so little to work with. When we think we are 
done, God is just beginning. If these days feel too much for us this weekend’s  
gospel reminds us that we are not on our own. Once again God has noticed a 
needy people and is doing something about it. We may not be able to handle 
what’s happening in our lives, but God can. Is this false optimism? Pie in the 
sky? With Mary we can pray, "Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be 
done to me according to your word." These are thoughts to ponder as we 
approach the Christmas celebration. 

Deacon Mike 

Christmas Masses 
Christmas Eve Thursday 24th December:  
 6.30pm Family Mass with Children’s Gospel pageant     

9.00pm Vigil Mass 
  

Christmas Day Friday 25th December:  9.00am Mass. 
 

Bookings are essential for Christmas Masses and close 22nd Dec. 
Please select tickets for all who intend to come along, including babies. 
Please order your free tickets at https://www.trybooking.com/BNDUK 

 

Readings for next weekend: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3        Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19       Luke 2:22-40 

 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/BNDUK


    

December In our parish this week 

Mon 21st  8.00am Mass              

Tues 22nd     8.00am Mass   

Wed 23rd 
6.30am Mass 
7.00pm Decorating the church for 
Christmas 
 

Thurs 24th      

Christmas Eve 
10.00am Practice for the Children’s 
Christmas pageant 
6.30pm Family Mass with Children’s 
Gospel Pageant 
9.00pm Vigil Mass 
 
 

Fri 25th   
Christmas Day 

9.00am Mass 
 
 

Sat 26th       

St Stephen 
5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
Vigil Mass for Sunday: 
6.00pm Mass  
 
 

Sun 27th   

 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & 
Joseph 

9.00am Mass  
6.00pm Mass  
 

 

Youth Update:  
Our youth events for 2020 have finished up but we 
will be back in January running a high school youth 
group fortnightly during the school term on Sunday 
nights from 7-8:30pm. In 2021 we will be also 
having a social young adults (18-35 year olds)  
catch up once a month and a more formative faith 
and life discussion catch up once a month.  
 

If you would like more information, please contact 
our youth coordinator Olivia using the email: 
youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au or via our 
Instagram @rochedaleyouth 
  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
God Bless, Olivia 

 

God’s Word 2021- Liturgical Diaries  
Readings & Reflections for every day of the 
year. $12. Great Christmas gift idea! 
 

Break Open the Word 2021: An excellent  
resource for readers $22. 

ADVENT: Season of Hope … and Love 
On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, the lighting of the 
Bethlehem Candle heralds St Paul’s ‘revelation of the 
mystery kept secret for endless ages’ (Romans 16:25-27), 
long-held within the anticipation and foresight of oracles 
and prophets.  
 

…It is by his gift that already we rejoice at the mystery of 
his Nativity, so that he may find us watchful in prayer and 
exultant in his praise.1 

 

Luke’s Gospel records for us, that the Angel Gabriel was 
sent by God to a town in Galilee. The Angel offered to 
Mary of Nazareth, God’s life-changing invitation: ‘Rejoice, 
so highly favoured. The Lord is with you. Mary do not be 
afraid. You are to conceive and bear a son, and you must 
name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High’ (Luke 1:26-38); and so began Mary’s 
role in our salvation. Matthew’s gospel tells us that 
Joseph, Mary’s betrothed, ‘awoke from his sleep and did 
that all the angel had told him’. (Matthew 1:24) 
 

Read: to re-awaken the deeper meanings of these gospel 
accounts; read slowly and closely to discover the gentle 
power of the words. 
 

Meditate: on the message of the angel ‘the Lord is with 
you’; and ‘the Lord is with me’ also. 
 

Contemplate: What call is here in this familiar story for 
me to make changes in my life? 
 

Reflect: How might I make my life a loving gift for others? 
 

‘Whatever troubles may be before you, accept them 
bravely, remembering Whom you are trying to follow. Do 
not be afraid. Love one another, bear with one another 
and let charity guide you all your life.’ 2  
 

Emmanuel – God with us (Matthew 1:23) 
 

References 
1. St Pauls Sunday Missal (2012). Advent Preface 2, p.16.  
    Australia: Society of St Paul. 
2. St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Circular Letter, 12 January 1909.  
    Mary MacKillop and Suffering, Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart,  
    Sr Marie Foale 

Faith Enrichment Group 

St Vinnies News: For sale from the Piety Stall –  
Columban Calendars for 2021 $9 and  
Christmas Cards $2.50 for a pack of 5. 
 

Thank you to all parishioners and the local schools for 
the fantastic generosity you have shown to those less 
fortunate in our local area during our Christmas ‘hamper’ 
appeal. We had a wonderful response again and are 
humbled by the generosity we have experienced. 
 

Electronic Deposits: If anyone would like to donate to 
St. Vincent de Paul Christmas appeal please use the 
following account: BSB 064-786    
 Account No. 100026100    Agent No. 8071 

 Children’s Pageant Practice is at 10.00am on 
Christmas Eve for the 6.30 pm Mass that same 
night. All children who would like to be part of the 
gospel pageant must attend the practice. This 
practice usually lasts for an hour and a half.  We 
need children to play Mary, Joseph, angels, kings, 
shepherds… We also need readers. Parents 
welcome!  Help welcome! This year, due to 
COVID, we need parents to complete an 
expression of interest form asap so that we can 
prepare. Contact Jo Cullen on 0419733878 for 
more details. 
Choir & Musicians’ Practice for the 6.30pm 
Christmas Eve Family Mass will also be at 10am 
on Christmas Eve. 

  

 

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website 
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au 

 

 

Ministers needed in all roles for all Christmas 
Masses.  Please contact Jo if you can help out at any of 
the Christmas Masses. 
 

 

Special Christmas Edition of 
the Catholic Leader in print 

form. Pick up a free copy 

We welcome Bishop Ken Howell for Saturday 
6pm & Sunday 9am Masses this weekend. 

mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.stpetersrochedale.org.au/


  

    

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Edie Smith, Bruce Van Der Meer 
 

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Sr Philomena Lyons, Ken White, Alexander Forbes, Thomas Doherty,  
Helen Lawlor, Ronald Kennedy, William ‘Bill’ Carver, Leo Lawlor, Jeffrey Lawlor, Mary Blattman, Vera Adcock, 
Patricia Holzknecht, Jodie Louise Ryan, Hilary Dempsey, Maurice Malloy, Leonard Stitt, John Bray,  
Christine Fitz-Gibbon, Jan Cuskelly 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Kathy Jensen, Cecilia Lai, Sharon Peisley, Colin Dixon,  
Bill Justo, Angeline Ta’ale, Colin Blackley, Catherine Brown, Gillian van Rooyen, Merlene Muldoon,  
Stan Gainfort, Stephen Land, Melissa Vink, Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Olga & Diego Tagini 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please book your free tickets 

at https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. Select tickets for each 
family member attending, including infants. Bookings close at 11am 
each Friday before the relevant weekend Mass. If you do not have 
access to a computer or have any difficulty with booking, phone the 
Parish Office. On arrival at Mass, have your name checked off the list by 
the Marshall at the main church doors. 
 

Weekday Masses: Weekday Masses do not require pre-booking. 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St Stephen 8am Monday to 
Friday and 8am and 10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw. 
  

The Catholic Leader: You can sign up to receive your free weekly 
digital newspaper here. 
 

If you know a young person aged 9 to 16 years who would like to 
receive the Sacraments, please contact the Parish Office.  
 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who is isolating would 
like to chat, please contact Lynn on 0403 051 103 
 
 
 

 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since 
March, our income from collections at 
Mass and Planned Giving is down by 
over 28%. We would be very grateful, 
if you are able, to please continue to 
support the Parish financially. 
Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you 
would like to direct transfer your 
Planned Giving to our bank account, 
our BSB is 064-786 and Account 
number is 007021101. Please use 
your surname and Planned Giving (or 
PG) as reference.  
Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please 
contact the Office to set these up. 
‘Parish Giving’ App: You will need 
to create an account the first time 
you log in and select your favourite 
parish, St Peter’s Catholic Parish 
Rochedale! The logo to look for is a 
yellow and white cross forming a 
circle on a purple background.  
See our parish  
website for  
detailed  
‘User Guides’.  
Tap & Go Donations: Try our new 
donation terminal in the church: 
 $5 donation to St Peter’s per swipe. 
 

Roster: 26th & 27th Dec Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Mark Connolly Jo Cullen Helen Graczyk 

AV Operator David Crowley John Donohue Mike Collier 

Readers C. Shelagh Ballment 
1. Neil Ballment 
2. Jo Cullen 

C. Maria Chamberlain 
1. Megan Philpott 
2. Alan Vigor 

C. Cesarina Gigante 
1. Malcolm Carroll 
2. Eza Jom 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Joseph Varkey 
Joyce Lyster 

Julie Hondroudakis 
Stephanie Lenihan 

Deacon Mike Jones  
Ann Maree Collier 

Musicians Ryan Roger & Family Elizabeth 

Cleaning Group:  Boxing Day, No Roster 

This week –20th to 26th December:   Sacristan: Prashanthi Selvarathnam    Counting: Bob’s Group 

 

     Christmas Church Decorating 
Please come along and help decorate our Church 
home on Wednesday December 23 at 7pm. We have 
lights, tree and tinsel to put up! It would be a great 
opportunity for our community to come together to 
prepare for our Christmas Masses and the festive 
season (in a socially distant manner).  

 
Many hands make light work,  

so we hope to see you there! 
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