
  

 

First Sunday of Lent (Year B) 

21st February 2021 
 

Readings: Genesis 9:8-15  1 Peter 3:18-22 Mark 1:12-15 
 

Reflection 
 

It doesn’t seem that long ago that we were celebrating Christmas and now, as 
if in the blinking of an eye, Lent is upon us and our minds turn to fasting and 
abstinence as we prepare for the death and resurrection of our Saviour at 
Easter. 

I suspect that many of us feel Lent began in March 2020 and never ended as 
we all came to grips with the reality of Covid-19 in our daily lives. So rather than 
giving up something new this year, since many people have already given up 
health, financial security, and seeing friends and family, how about a new 
Lenten practice? 

Pope Francis has encouraged Catholics to practise charity during Lent this year 
by caring for those affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. In his message for Lent 
2021, the Pope asks people to “experience Lent with love,” which “rejoices in 
seeing others grow.” 

“To experience Lent with love means caring for those who suffer or feel 
abandoned and fearful because of the COVID-19 pandemic. In these days of 
deep uncertainty about the future, let us keep in mind the Lord’s word to his 
Servant, ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you’ (Isaiah 43:1). In our charity, may 
we speak words of reassurance and help others to realise that God loves them 
as sons and daughters,”  

He emphasises that even a small amount of almsgiving when offered with “joy 
and simplicity” can multiply, as did “the loaves blessed, broken and given by 
Jesus to the disciples to distribute to the crowd”. 

“Love is a gift that gives meaning to our lives. It enables us to view those in 
need as members of our own family, as friends, brothers or sisters. A small 
amount, if given with love, never ends, but becomes a source of life and 
happiness,” the Pope said. 

We might also consider some pointers regarding fasting from His Holiness: 

 Fast from hurting words and say kind words 

 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude 

 Fast from anger and be filled with patience 

 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope 

 Fast from worries and trust in God 

 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity 

 Fast from pressures and be prayerful 

 Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others 

 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.   
       

Deacon Mike  

 
 

 

Readings for next weekend:  Second Sunday of Lent (Yr B) 
Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18  Romans 8:31-34 Mark 9:2-10 



    

February In our parish this week 

Mon 22nd     

 

The Chair of St Peter 
8.00am Mass 
7.30pm Young Adults Lenten Group 
              

Tue 23rd        

 

8.00am Mass with children 
7.30pm Lenten Discussion Group via 
             Zoom 
   

Wed 24th   

 

6.30am Mass 
10.00am Information session “My Health 
                For Life” for over 65s 
 
 

Thu 25th           
 

No Mass 
 
 

Fri 26th  

 

9.00am Rosary 
9.30am Mass 
7.00pm Lenten Reflection 
7.30pm Stations of the Cross  

 

Sat 27th        

 

10.00am Lenten Prayer & Discussion    
 Group 
5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
6.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 
 
 

Sun 28th    

 

 

Second Sunday of Lent 
9.00am Mass  
6.00pm Mass 
 
 

 

Youth Update:  
Hi everyone! We’re back with youth for 2021.  
High school youth group will be meeting on 
Sunday nights from 7 to 8:30pm in the Parish 
Centre - 7th March and 21st March 
 

Young adults Lenten Discussion Group: 
- 22nd Feb, 7:30pm in the Parish Centre 
  

If you have any questions or concerns don’t 
hesitate to contact our youth coordinator, Olivia  
Email: youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au   
Instagram: @rochedaleyouth   

                                               God Bless, Olivia 

 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please go to 

https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS.  
The TryBooking page is open until each relevant Mass 
time so that you can book in anytime, even when you 
arrive at Mass, via the new QR code. However, if you 
book after 11am on the Friday before the weekend Mass, 
please print your tickets or be able to show the ticket on 
your mobile phone to the Marshall to prove that you have 
registered. Please select tickets for each family member 
attending, including infants. If you have any 
difficulty with booking, please phone the  
Parish Office.  
On arrival at Mass, have your name checked 
off the list by the Marshall at the main church 
doors, or show them your ticket if you booked after 11am 
on Friday. 
 

Weekday Masses: do not usually require pre-booking. 
Please register upon arrival at Mass. 

Archdiocesan Look To Jesus Lenten Program 
 

 Weekly Prayer & Discussion Group from 
Saturday Feb 27, 10am in the Parish Centre 

 Weekly Young Adult Discussion Group, 18-
35s from Mon Feb 22 at 7:30pm in the Parish 
Centre 

 Weekly Online Zoom Discussion Group from 
Tuesday Feb 23 at 7:30pm. Link is 
bit.ly/StPetersLentenProgram 

 Weekly Lenten Reflections 7pm at the Parish 
Centre 

 Weekly Stations of the Cross 7.30pm in the 
Church 

You can now access the podcast of the daily 
reflections from the Archdiocese of Brisbane 2021’s 
Lenten resource “Look to Jesus”.  It’s available on 
Apple podcast and Android podcast. 

 

Seniors function - A “My Health for Life Program” 
 

An information session will be held in the Parish Centre 
on Wednesday 24th February at 10am for all those over 
65 years interested in joining the program to be run from 
the Parish Centre. If you are interested in attending the 
information session, please contact Julie at the parish 
office or Lynn White on 0403051103. Please register 
ASAP as places are limited. 
 

My Health for Life is a free lifestyle modification program 
designed to help eligible participants improve their health 
and reduce their risk of developing chronic disease. 
  

To check if you are eligible go  

to  myhealthforlife.com.au  or call 13 74 75    

Project Compassion – First Sunday of Lent 

Jamila is a Rohingya refugee living in a camp in 
Bangladesh with her elderly mother and baby daughter. 
With the support of Caritas Australia, and through Caritas 
Bangladesh, Jamila has been able to access emergency 
food, shelter, counselling, and vocational training that will 
help to support her family. 

Please donate to Project  
Compassion 2021 to help  
mothers like Jamila be more  
for her family and her  
community. 
 
 

You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by 
visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 

1800 024 413. 

Do you know a young person who would like to receive 
the Sacraments? If you know of someone aged 12 to 16 
years who would like to journey through the Crossroads 
Sacramental Program, please contact the Parish Office on 
3341 4421.  
 
 

 

Hospitality Ministry: Cuppa & Chat is back! One 
Mass per weekend on a rotational basis, serving 
tea and coffee only and following COVID safe 
practices. If you would like to be part of this 
ministry, please contact the Parish Office. 

 Sacramental Program 2021 
First Holy Communion and Reconciliation  

Parent Information Night: Wednesday March 17, 7pm 
 

Confirmation 
Parent Information Night: Wednesday June 16, 7pm 
 

For enrolment forms, please contact the parish office at 
stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au or call 3341 4421 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Ann Pearce, Gail Russell 
 

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Mark Christensen, Anthony Young, Evelyn Clancy, Pauline Macartney,  
Gabriel Hong, Gloria Enright, Noreen Hanlan, Veronica Caligari, Nancy Brown, S. McNaughton, Joseph Bishop 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Carole Hester, Tony Price, Clodagh O’Connor, Marie Mitchell, 
Kathy Jensen, Cecilia Lai, Sharon Peisley, Colin and Maria Dixon, Bill Justo, Angeline Ta’ale, Colin Blackley, 
Catherine Brown, Gillian van Rooyen, Merlene Muldoon, Stan Gainfort, Stephen Land, Melissa Vink,  
Olga & Diego Tagini 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051 103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411 641 312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since 
March, our income from collections at 
Mass and Planned Giving is down by 
over 23%. We would be very grateful, 
if you are able, to please continue to 
support the Parish financially. 
Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you 
would like to direct transfer your 
Planned Giving to our bank account, 
our BSB is 064-786 and Account 
number is 100000067. Please use 
your surname and Planned Giving (or 
PG) as reference.  
Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please 
contact the Office to set these up. 
‘Parish Giving’ App: The logo to 
look for in the app store is a yellow 
and white cross forming a circle on a 
purple background.  
See our parish  
website for detailed ‘User Guides’.  
Tap & Go Donations: Try our new 
donation terminal in the church: 
 $5 donation to St Peter’s per swipe. 
To help with seminarian costs: 
Account Name: Vocations Support 
BSB: 064-786    Acct #   100026892 
 

Roster: 27th & 28th Feb Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Mark Connolly Francis Yoo Helen Graczyk 

AV Operator Mick Denton Sam Chamberlain John Donohue 

Readers C. Shelagh Ballment 
1. Jo Cullen 
2. David Crowley 

C. Lydia Chew 
1. Shane Sweeney 
2. Alan Vigor 

C. Megan Carroll 
1. Pauline Angus 
2. Lynn White 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Rob Meulman 
Trish Meulman 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Anne Scanlon 

Malcolm Carroll 
Diane McKeone 

Musicians Lydia Chew Rita Bishop Elizabeth Fort 

Cleaning Group 1:  Lyndal Bray-Claridge, Kate Guy, Jenifa & Suresh, Deb Meggs, Nita Stratton- Funk 

Cuppa & Chat - after 6pm Mass Sunday, Feb 28 : Kate Guy, Helen Graczyk, Malcolm Carroll 

This week – 21st – 27th Feb:  Sacristan: Prashanthi Selvarathnam    Counting: Bob’s Group 

 

 

Faith Matters: LENT: A Pilgrimage to Easter.  
 

A journey made in the palm of God's hand. Perhaps the most 
significant offering we might make this Lent is to surrender, to ‘give up' 
some of the busyness. To commit some of the distracted time: to ‘let 
God sit with you and speak to you. Give some thought to how and 
where you would like to pray tomorrow. Take one day at a time and let 
God lead.’ 

Inspiration from Pope Francis: ‘We are speaking of an attitude of 
the heart, one which approaches life with serene attentiveness, which 
is capable of being fully present to someone without thinking about 
what comes next, which accepts each moment as a gift from God to 
be lived to the full’. 

We pray: ‘Compassionate God, with great love and tenderness you 
forgive us. Your boundless mercy frees us to embrace the new life to 
which you call us. Remove from our hearts all that binds us and keeps 
us from loving you. Help us to embrace the future full of hope, 
knowing that your love is enough for us. Amen’. 
 

Adapted from ‘Look to Jesus' p.11, Evangelisation Brisbane, 2021 
St Peter’s Faith Enrichment Ministry 

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website www.stpetersrochedale.org.au 
 

Project Compassion boxes and envelopes available for collection 
 

Watch Mass online: You can watch Mass livestreamed from the 
Cathedral of St Stephen at 11.30am Saturday, 8am and 10am 
Sunday and 8am Monday to Friday at www.archbne.org/bzw. 
 

The Catholic Leader is now printed monthly - $4 each. Subscribe at 
catholicleader.com.au/subscribe or call 3324 3555.   

 
Gerard Lai: laig@bne.catholic.net.au  
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