
 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

23rd August 2020 

  

Readings: Isaiah 22:19-23 Romans 11:33-26 Mathew 16:13-20 
 

 

“Who do you say I am?” 
 

We are told in this weekend’s Gospel from St Matthew that Jesus and his 
disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he 
asked them, “Who do people say I am?” They replied, Some say John the 
Baptist, others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets “But what about 
you?” He asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the 
Christ, the son of the Living God”. 
 

Caesarea Philippi, a town near the Syrian border, is where the Jordan River 
begins. The springs and surrounding area are beautiful. The sound of the 
water is supposedly mesmerizing and immediately reminds you of the phrase 
“living waters”. 
  

But in Jesus’ day, it was pagan to the hilt. The people worshipped and 
sacrificed to the god Baal. All over the rock-faced hillside above the springs 
are niches carved out to honour many pagan gods. 
  

In fact, human sacrifices were made by throwing people off of the hilltop to the 
rocks below in an effort to appease the god Baal.  
  

The setting and the pagan influence are significant.  Jesus intentionally took 
his disciples to this place to ask the most compelling question ever posed. 
  

He began his conversation with the disciples with a general question, “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?” Curiosity abounded over this man named 
Jesus. Many were saying he was the prophet Elijah, or John the Baptist. The 
people knew there was something about him that was different. The disciples 
had heard all of this chatter and let Jesus know. 
  

Then Jesus made the question personal. “But what about you?” He asked. 
“Who do you say I am?”  
  

Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  
  

Peter was right. Jesus is the Christ, the Saviour, the Son of the living God. It is 
only through him that we find our way of escape from the powers of darkness, 
and the ways of this world. It is only through him that we experience life in 
abundance.  
  

At Caesarea Philippi, the Jordan River bubbles up from underneath this 
hillside once dominated by darkness, and then flows away as a “river of life” 
for the land of Israel. 
 

Jesus is that river of life that takes us away from our old lives, lives that were 
controlled by the ways of this world and the forces of sin and death. 
  

Time and again we will be challenged with this question that Jesus put to his 
disciples and he has put it to every generation since. He puts it to you and me 
this day. 
 

“So, who do you say I am?” 
Deacon Mike 

 
Readings for next weekend:  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jeremiah 20:7-9      Romans 12:1-2          Matthew 16:21-27 

 



  

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: If you would 
like to attend Mass at St Peter’s at 6pm Saturday, 9am 
Sunday or 6pm Sunday please go to the Try Booking 
site https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. Tickets are free.. 
Please select tickets for each family member attending, 
including babies. You will receive a confirmation email 
once you have completed your booking. Bookings are 
open now for weekend Masses up to September. 
Bookings close at 11am each Friday before the 
relevant weekend Mass. If you do not have access to a 
computer or have any difficulty with booking online for 
Weekend Masses, please phone the Parish Office and 
we will book for you. 
 
When you arrive at the Church for Mass, please present 
yourself to the Marshall at the main church doors who will 
note your attendance. 
 

August In our parish this week 

Mon 24th    Saint Bartholomew 
8.00am Mass (max 100 people) 

Tues 25th  8.00am Mass with children 
(max 100 people) 

4.30pm St Vincent de Paul meeting 
7.30pm Baptism Information meeting 

Wed 26th  6.30am Mass (max 100 people) 

Thurs 27th    Saint Monica 
No Mass 
7.30pm Faith Enrichment meeting 

Fri 28th    Saint Augustine 
9.00am Rosary & private prayer 
(max 100 people) 

9.30am Mass (max 100 people) 

12.15am Year 5 Mass (reserved for  

Yr 5 students & their families) 
Sat 29th    The Passion of  

Saint John the Baptist 
5.00pm Reconciliation 
Vigil Mass for Sunday: 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 

Sun 30th  

 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Mass (max 100 people) 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 

 

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website 
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au and click on ‘Stay 
Connected’ to find the latest updates and links.  
 

Weekday Masses: Monday & Tuesday at 8am, 
Wednesday at 6.30am & Friday at 9.30am. We 
are not requiring pre-booking for weekday Masses 
- except for school year level Masses. 
 

Reconciliation 5pm on Saturdays or by 
appointment.  
 

Share the Dignity:  Our parish is collecting 
donations of sanitary items for homeless and at-
risk women and girls until the end of August. 
 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who 
is isolating would like to chat, please contact Lynn 
on 0403 051 103.  
 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St 
Stephen 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and 
10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw.  
Channel 10 televises Mass at 6am on Sunday. 
 

The Catholic Leader due to COVID-19 is currently 
offered free. You can sign up to receive your 
weekly digital newspaper here. 

Youth Update:  
High School: (7-8:30pm in the Parish Centre)  

 August 29th    

 September 12th  
With the restrictions currently in place I ask that if 
you/your child are planning on attending one of 
these events that you please RSVP to Olivia, 
whether that be via email, Instagram or phone.  
Email: youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Instagram: @rochedaleyouth  

 

 

A Saintly Word - St Bernard of Clairvaux 
Thurs August 20 is the Memorial of St Bernard of Clairvaux. 
 

Who was Saint Bernard of Clairvaux? – Bernard (1090 
– 1153) was born near Dijon France into a pious, noble 
family. He received a careful education where his deep 
piety and love of literature and poetry flourished. At 22, 
following his mother’s death, and longing for a life of 
solitude and prayer, Bernard entered the austere 
Cistercian monastery at Citeaux. He was later followed by 
his father, brother and thirty noblemen. 
 

Reformer of The Order of Cistercians (The Trappists) 
At 24 Bernard was sent along with 12 others to found a 
new monastery, which became known as the Abbey of 
Clairvaux. His significant reforms to monastic life became 
the model for 163 monasteries of the Cistercian reform. 
Bernard was a theologian, poet, orator, and writer, as well 
as a worker of miracles, a reconciler of kings and a 
counselor to popes. 
  

His Spirituality – Bernard wrote and preached 
passionately about loving God and being loved by God. 
He emphasized the importance of not only learning about 
God but experiencing God. In fact, he considered Lectio 
Divina (praying the Scripture) and contemplation guided 
by the Holy Spirit as the keys to nourishing Christian 
spirituality. 
 

A Prayerful Word for Our Souls from Bernard 
‘And real happiness will come, not in gratifying our 
desires or in gaining transient pleasures, but in 
accomplishing God's will for us: even as we pray every 
day: “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”’ 
 

 Do you often think about the idea of God’s will for 
you? 

 This week, as you pray "Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.’ be open to what God’s spirit might be 
prompting in you and then ask for the grace to live it. 
 

Adapted From 
1.  Bernard of Clairvaux, in On Loving God, cited in  
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/445216-de-diligendo-dei 
2.  Cunningham, LS & Egan, KJ, 1996, Meditation and Contemplation - 
Christian Spirituality: Themes from the Tradition.  Paulist Press, Mahwah 
NJ. 
3.  Memorial of St Bernard: Abbot and Doctor. 
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date
=2018-08-20 
4.  Monastic Reformer St. Bernard of Clairvaux Remembered August 20, 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/monastic-reformer-st.-bernard-
of-clairvaux-remembered-august-20 
5.  Murray, Fr P, 2009, The Experience of God According to St Bernard of 
Clairvaux, in 
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/experience-of-god-according-to-st-
bernard-of-clairvaux-9825 

                                      Faith Enrichment Group 

A Saintly Word. Each week in August we will focus 
on one of the saints celebrated this month, providing 
a little background and a quote to use for reflection 
and personal prayer.                   Faith Enrichment 
Group 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Colleen Craike, Damian Champion, Mick Ring 
  

Book of Life & Mass Requests: David Kirk, Jan Seeto, Laurie Barriere, Wanda Michell, Margaret Quaill,  
Kim Chock Ho, Ray McGregor, Dell Leary, Rose Ahern, Kim Tian Cho, Susan Maree Foley,  
Daniel Michael Sullivan, Margaret Fitzsimon, Catharina Van Hoof, Gloria Simpson, Lena Quinn,  
Lynlie Warbrooke, Fay O’Brien, James Bonwick, Shirley Colhoun, Celestine Ellison, Betty Tanner, Eva Powis, 
Jean Bonwick, Shirley Nesbitt, Annie Heckelman, Desmond Talbot, Josephine Reilly, Ruby McCormick,  
George Wiltshire, William Cummings, Norma Spearritt, Molly Belfield, Vera Hobson 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: John Bevan, Mary Naughton, Catherine Brown, 
 Gillian van Rooyen, Merlene Muldoon, Ann Swinnerton, Stan Gainfort, Anne Marie Kelleher, Stephen Land, 
Melissa Vink, Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Paolo, Olga & Diego Tagini, Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

Seminars on Pope Francis’ book Laudato Si’, 
The Brisbane Archdiocese is hosting a 4-part series of 1-hour 
online events to celebrate the Season of Creation.  
These online events will take place throughout the month of 
September and focus on Laudato Si’, the Eucharist and 
integral ecology, presenting some concrete ways Catholics 
can live out the directives presented by Pope Francis.  
It is very easy to use the website to register; the dates are 
September 1, September 11, September 17 and September 
23. To find out more or register for each online event, see 
here: 
World Day of Prayer for Care of Creation - Season of 
Creation launch: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vKV3I0yqTJO
RYFKRyI-MJA  
 

Eucharist and Integral Ecology: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_d1O-
Ps1TQh6XD0MKbA9YnQ  
 

Laudato Si’ and the Maroonprint – QLD Community Alliance: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GBgoZxTMTD
K1wHDrTiRJbQ  
 

Protecting the Platypus: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RGrU48QlSm
SxVcBgbDvvDA 
 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since March 
when COVID-19 forced us into lockdown, our 
income from collections at Mass and Planned 
Giving is down by over 30%. We would be 
very grateful, if you are able, to please 
continue to support the Parish financially. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you would like to 
direct transfer your Planned Giving to our 
bank account, our BSB is 064-786 and 
Account number is 007021101. Please use 
your surname and Planned Giving (or PG) as 
reference.  
 

Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please contact 
the Parish Office to set these up. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App You will need to create 
an account the first time you log in and select 
your favourite parish, St Peter’s Catholic 
Parish Rochedale! The logo to look for is a 
yellow and white cross forming a circle on a 
purple background.  
See our parish website  
for detailed  
‘User Guides’.  
 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 Other Parish Contacts: 

Care & Concern:  
Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103 

Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

Roster: 29th & 30th August Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Petta Traynor Francis Yoo Anne Fry 

AV Operator David Crowley Arthur Leow Kate Guy 

Readers C. Lyndal Bray-Claridge 
1. Olivia Brown 
2. Shane Sweeney 

C. Alan Vigor 
1. Stephanie Lenihan 
2. Jess Smith 

C. Raylee Burns 
1. Bob Burns 
2. Anne Fry 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Mel McKay 
Carl de Mello 

Jo Cullen 
Bronwyn Buckley 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Helen Graczyk 

Musicians Geoff & Robyn Madden Roger Ta’ale & family Elizabeth Fort 

Cleaning Group:  6 Basil’s Cleaners 

This week – 23rd to 30th August:         Sacristan: Peter Jeong & Helena Cha Counting: Bob’s Group 
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