
  

Pentecost Sunday (Year B) 
 

23rd May 2021 
 

Readings: Acts 2:1-11    Galatians 5:16-25 John 15:26-27; 16:12-15 
 

Pentecost 2021 
In this weekend’s Gospel we read that the disciples of Jesus were hiding. They were 
hiding in fear behind closed and locked doors. They were shutting out the rest of the 
world which was hostile, persecuting and terrifying. They felt better huddled together, 
in isolation and planning what to do next, and where to go. 

And then, Surprise! Into their isolation, Jesus comes. Through closed doors, He 
walks. Their reaction must have been one of surprise, then joy as they realized who 
it was. 

Jesus tells them to get out of their isolation and fear, and go and announce the good 
news. You are the bearers of the Gospel, the announcers of salvation and 
forgiveness. You must go, you have a mission. 

But they are scared and unsure, so Jesus promises them the Holy Spirit because 
the Spirit will enable them to do what they cannot do themselves. The same Holy 
Spirit who brooded over the waters when God made heaven and earth. The same 
Holy Spirit who spoke through the Old Testament prophets. The same Holy Spirit 
who overshadowed a young girl and made her the Mother of God. The same Spirit 
would descend upon the Apostles in tongues of fire and transform cowards into 
heroes. 

That was then: does this happen now? The surprise of the Spirit in a cynical age? 

Let me share with you a brief synopsis of Mother Teresa’s life, who originally 
belonged to a community called the Sisters of Loreto. She was later sent to a girl’s 
school in India. It was 1947, and India became independent amid much civil strife. 

For the first time in fifteen years, Mother Teresa left the cloister just to find food to 
feed the girls. That day, over five thousand had been killed, and fifteen thousand 
wounded. Mother Teresa came back to her cloister a changed woman. Out of fear, 
the sisters would not leave their convent again, but Mother Teresa said she felt the 
Holy Spirit calling her to do something about what she had seen. So she did 
something unheard of: she asked to leave the cloister to live among the people. 

She moved out and found that the sick and the dying were everyday events. The 
turning point came when she found a woman dying on the streets. Mother Teresa 
went in search of help but there was no one, no hospitals, and no place to care for 
this woman so she took her to her small rented room, and took care of her. Soon 
someone gave her a house. She gathered more poor and dying from the streets 
slowly at first, but then she was overwhelmed by the poor. But more volunteers came 
and now we see over 3,000 Sisters of Charity all over the world. 

In her biography, Mother Teresa speaks of surprise. At her age, time and place, 
would she, could she do something different, be someone different? She was like 
the Apostles hiding behind the closed doors of her cloister. She said Christ surprised 
her. He came through the locked doors and breathed His Spirit on her. He called her 
to a second vocation. 

The Spirit is full of surprises. We have to admit that secularism and affluence have 
muted the presence of God in our part of the world, but all is not lost. History has 
shown us that even in our worst moments, Jesus’ ever-present Spirit can break 
through and raise up saints who turn things around. They call us back to the Gospel 
and give us hope. 

Francis of Assisi pops up out of the moral mess of the twelfth century. Maximilian 
Kolbe steps forward from the Nazi madness to die a martyr. Rosa Parks says no to 
racial prejudice and refuses to move to the back of the bus. Nelson Mandela rejects 
apartheid and goes to prison for twenty years. 

 (Please turn to page 2 to continue reading Deacon Mike’s reflection) 



     

Invitation: The Faith Enrichment team warmly invites 
all parishioners to its weekly viewing of The 
Catholicism Series hosted by Bishop Robert Barron. 
Episode 4 continues this Wednesday 26th May at 
7pm. All welcome. Free Soup Supper provided.  
RSVP for catering purposes to Jo or the Parish Office. 

May In our parish this week 

Mon 24th  

 

Our Lady, Help of Christians 
8.00am Mass 
              

Tue 25th     

 

8.00am Mass with children 
7.30pm Baptism Information meeting 
   

Wed 26th     

 

Saint Philip Neri 
6.30am Mass 
6.30pm Young Adults Group 
7.00pm Catholicism Series Session 4 
 
 

Thu 27th            
 

No Mass 
 
 

Fri 28th     

 

9.00am Rosary 
9.30am Mass 
 

Sat 29th    

 

10.00am Parish Safeguarding Training 
for all parish volunteers (lay ministers) 
5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
6.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 
 
 

Sun 30th       

 

The Most Holy Trinity 
9.00am Mass  
10.00am High School Youth & Young  
             Adults Group Jam Session 
6.00pm Mass 
 

 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please go to 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPPWH  
to select your seat for weekend Masses.  Note that it is 
important that you sit in the seat for which you are 
ticketed. Make sure you scroll down and select 
‘Purchase’ at the end of the booking page. You will 
receive a confirmation email which will have your tickets. 
The TryBooking page is open until each relevant Mass 
time so that you can book in anytime, even when you 
arrive at Mass, via the QR code. However,  
Mass booking lists are printed at 11am on  
Friday so if you book after that, please be  
able to provide a ticket either on paper or  
on your mobile phone screen to show the  
Marshalls at the main doors that you have  
registered and your seat allocation.  

Join the St Peter’s Flocknote Flock: Register to 
join at www.stpetersrochedale.flocknote.com 
 

Sacramental Program 2021 
First Holy Communion: Workshop, Sun 23rd May, 
10.30am 
 

Confirmation: Parent Information Night, Wed 16th 
June, 7pm.  

Crossroads:  For young people aged 12 to 16 years 
who would like to journey through the Crossroads 
Sacramental Program. 
For more information on the Sacramental Program 
please contact the Parish Office 

stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au or call 3341 4421 

Caritas Appeal: Caritas Australia, in partnership with 
Caritas India, is providing support to vulnerable 
communities as the nation is devastated by COVID-19 
infection rates. Caritas is accepting donations through 
our Asia Emergency Appeal which can be found here: 
https://caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/asia-
emergency-appeal/   

Get vaccinated for the common good: Vaccination 
against COVID-19 is a morally good thing, providing 
protection for the person vaccinated and the wider 
community. Pope Francis and the Australian Bishops have 
advised that it is morally permissible to receive any vaccine 
made available. More information is available 
at https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus 

Youth Update:         New members always welcome!  

 

High School Youth Group: 7:00pm to 8:30pm in the Parish 
Centre. 23rd May; 6th and 20th June. 

 

Young Adults Group: 26th May, 6:45pm, @Parish Centre 
to watch the Catholicism Series and then hangout after.  

 

Date Claimers: 

 

 

High Schoolers and YA Jam Sesh - 30th May, 10am 
Youth Bake Sale and Busking @Parish Expo, 27th June,10am 

Young Adults Camp – 17th-18th July 
School Family Mass [Term 3] – 1st Aug, 9am 
Primary Schoolers Retreat Day – 1st Aug, 10am 
High Schoolers Retreat Day – 7th Aug 
Youth-Led Mass – 12th Sept, 6pm 
Ignite Youth Conference, Redcliffe – 22nd–25th Sept 
Altar Servers: 

Training Day – 25th July, 10am (New servers welcome!) 
Picnic with Parents – 12th Sept, 10am 
Fun day Outing – 21st Nov 

God Bless, Olivia & Gerard  📧 youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

 
 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will skip this Sunday 
23rd May due to the Parish School Family Mass but will 
resume next Sunday 30th May. Children’s Liturgy takes 
place during the Sunday 9am Mass in school terms. The 
children listen to the gospel and do activities to help them 
understand the Gospel message. We require 2 adults to 
be present with the group so we need at least one parent 
helper per week with the leader. If you would like more 
information, please contact the Parish Office - 33414421 

Safeguarding Training for all volunteers in the 
Archdiocese must be renewed at least every 2 years. To 
update our training, we are running Parish Safeguarding 
Training sessions in the Parish Centre on Saturday 29th 
May, 10am or Monday 31st May, 10am or 7pm. All Lay 
Ministers (volunteers), please plan to attend one of these 
compulsory sessions. From church cleaners and 
gardeners to sacristans and Home Communion Ministers 
we have many Parish ministries and level 1 of this 
training is for all. The second part of each session will 
cover level 2 training which is essential for those 
ministers involved with children or adults-at-risk.  
 

 

Readings for next weekend: Trinity Sunday 
Deut 4:32-34, 39-40 † Romans 8:14-17 † Matt 28:16-29 

Reflection (cont): Ascension and Pentecost tell us that God 
is still present, still speaks, still sends out disciples to make a 
difference, and still calls. Not just the St. Francis’ and the 
Kolbe’s and the Park’s and Mandela’s, but you and me. What 
Jesus said at Ascension still remains valid and 
indispensable: You are My witness. We are the Church, and 
what we do, the Church does. And what we fail to do, the 
Church fails to do.        Deacon Mike 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Frank Underwood, Michael O’Grady, SR Lourduswamy, Elma Adamson,  
Merline Muldoon, Jim Gray, Mavis Mayo 
 

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Carl Becker, Dulcie Jones, Ken Kearney, Joyce Booth, Ruby Brownlee,  
Nidya Vellido, Sandra Chapman, Fr Michael Carew, Ken Thorley, Joshua Duffy, William More Campbell,  
Bernard Gibbs, Terry Ahern, Brigid Lohmeier, John Mulherin, Walter Blattman, Richard Gallagher,  
Dorothy Wilson, Moreen McMahom, Richard Elmer, Thora Lee, Jim Ward, Elizabeth Rice 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Ben Privitera, Carole Hester, Tony Price, Marie Mitchell,  
Kathy Jensen, Sharon Peisley, Angeline Ta’ale 
 

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     
 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051 103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411 641 312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since 
March 2020, our income from 
collections at Mass and Planned 
Giving is down by 14%. We would be 
very grateful, if you are able, to 
continue to support the Parish 
financially. There are several options. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: To direct 
transfer your Planned Giving to our 
bank account, our BSB is 064-786 
and Account number is 100000067. 
Please use your surname and 
Planned Giving (or PG) as reference. 
  

Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please 
contact the Office to set these up. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App: The logo to 
look for in the app store is a yellow 
and white cross forming a circle on a 
purple background.  
See our parish  
website for detailed ‘User Guides’.  
 

Tap & Go Donations: No cash at 
Mass? Try our donation terminal near 
the main doors: $5 donation per 
swipe to support St Peter’s Parish. 
 

To help with seminarian costs: 
Account Name: Vocations Support 
BSB: 064-786    Acct #: 100026892 
 

Faith Matters: Pentecost 
“If any man is thirsty, let him come to me!  Let the man come and 
drink who believes in me! As scripture says: From his breast shall 
flow fountains of living water.”  …  Wow! 
 

Jesus shouts out to us to drink of the water of the Holy Spirit that 
flows out of him into our very essence, thence from us to anyone in 
this world who is ready to begin quenching their thirst for ‘life in 
abundance’. 
 

As with all gifts of God, we need to receive that living water of the 
Spirit, not only to nurture ourselves, but to learn to channel God’s life 
to the people around us, and into the circumstances of our daily lives.  
We can close our eyes in prayer, and spiritually drink in that living 
water, knowing that God will honour our trust in His word, even in the 
face of our glaring weakness and faultiness. 
 

Are you daring enough to say to God, “Fill me to overflowing with the 
same Spirit you poured out at Pentecost, so that I may become a 
physical sign of Jesus’ active presence in this world? 

Faith Enrichment Group 

 
Entertainment Fundraising: Get your digital Entertainment 
Membership and get thousands of dollars’ worth of discount offers to 
dining, retail, travel and entertainment venues and help St Peter’s 
fundraising. Go to www.entbook.com.au/2224e97  
Fantastic promotion at the moment: purchase a Single City 
membership and receive a free upgrade to a Multi City Membership, 
which unlocks EVERY offer across 21 cities and regions in Australia 
and New Zealand. How good! All for $69.99! Save $50. 
Special limited time offer, ends Monday, May 31 at 11.59pm AEST, 
so be quick!  

 
Roster: 29th & 30th   May Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Carl de Mello Lydia Chew Malcolm Carroll 

AV Operator Mike Collier Arthur Leow Olivia Brown 

Readers C. Monika Svarc (Jnr) 
1. David Crowley 
2. Lyndal Bray- Claridge 

C. Megan Philpott 
1. Del Reynolds 
2. Fion Fiju 

C. John Blake 
1. Helen Graczyk 
2. Eza Jom 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Ann Maree Collier 
Monika Svarc (Snr) 

Stephanie Lenihan 
Robert Devere 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Jo Cullen 

Musicians Lydia Chew Rita Bishop Elizabeth Fort 

Cleaning Group 2: Brian & Janice Mason, Jeffrey Aranha, Diane McKeone 

Cuppa & Chat – None, fifth Sunday of the month 

This week, 23rd – 29th May:  Sacristan: Peter Jeong & Helena Cha                                  Counting: Mike’s Group 
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