
  

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter (Year B) 
& Anzac Day 

 

25th April 2021 
 

Readings: Acts 4:8-12        1 John 3:1-2 John 10:11-18 
 

Anzac Day Reflection 2021 
 

This year I have found myself comparing and contrasting the events that sit 
behind the two major public holidays in April. That is, Easter and Anzac Day. 
Both are recognised on the national stage, both are times that trigger thousands 
to gather, and both derive their significance from the sacrificial giving of life for 
the sake of others. 
 

In recent years, Anzac Day has grown in national importance and popularity. 
While Australia Day has become mired in controversy and debate, Anzac Day 
seems to have emerged as a symbol of what it means to be truly Australian. The 
events that occurred at Gallipoli have become a touchstone for sifting our values 
as a nation and what ultimately unites us. 
 

On Anzac Day, growing numbers of Australians march at dawn services 
remembering those who made sacrifices at Gallipoli a little over 100 years ago. 
At Anzac Cove, 7,500 Australians were killed with a further 18,500 wounded or 
missing in action. It was a campaign that in many ways illustrated something of 
the futile brutality of warfare. And yet, as a nation, it has become a touchstone 
of the values we regard as quintessentially Australian—patriotism, mateship, 
sacrifice, freedom and determination in the face of adversity. 
 

Over the last twenty years or so, the language that accompanies Anzac Day has 
assumed almost spiritual proportions. People have described Anzac Day as ‘A 
creed to which we can all aspire’, ‘… the eternal place in the Australian soul’ and 
‘… a spiritual phenomenon’. With the centenary celebrations just a few years 
ago, Anzac Cove has become a popular destination for Australians to make a 
pilgrimage. Perhaps more than any other day or event, Anzac Day has become 
a symbol of what unites us. 
 

The surface similarities with Easter are not hard to spot. One man, Jesus, 
heroically gave his life for the sake of others. It is an event that unites believers 
and profoundly shapes their identity. For churches, Easter is still one of the 
largest ‘festivals’ resulting in full churches around the nation. Like Anzac Day, 
Easter recognises a real time historical event that occurred, not a century ago, 
but 2,000 years ago. There is no question that, for believers, Easter is a truly 
spiritual occasion where we remember that Jesus made it possible to have a 
relationship with the living God. 
 

And yet, the differences between the two are more profound than the similarities. 
It is right to honour those who give their lives in service of their nation. Any nation 
that neglects lessons from its history is doomed to repeat mistakes from the past. 
The events at Anzac Cove do represent sacrifice and bravery, but also highlight 
sadness and loss that always accompany war. In the end, the war to end all 
wars didn’t end all wars. Jesus was just one man, not an army, and there is no 
question his death was both sad and unjust. However, through his death 
something eternal was achieved. His death accomplished all that was necessary 
so that all humanity for all time is able to have a relationship with God. On the 
cross, sin was dealt with once and for all. Unlike those at Anzac Cove who have 
been followed by many thousands since who have given their lives in sacrifice 
for their country, Jesus died once and for all, for the sins of the whole world. It is 
unrepeatable. Its scope is also profoundly different in that it is an international 
event for all people everywhere, and not just for one people or one nation. 

 

(Please turn to page 2 to continue reading Deacon Mike’s reflection) 



    

Join the St Peter’s Flocknote Flock: Register to join 
at https://stpetersrochedale.flocknote.com. The 
Flocknote system will provide easy distribution of 
emails to parishioners as well as promotion of adult 
faith education. All you need to register is your name 
and email address. You will get a confirmation email 
and an email to set your password.  

 

Invitation: The Faith Enrichment team 
warmly invites all parishioners to its weekly 
viewing of The Catholicism Series hosted 
by Bishop Robert Barron commencing 
Wednesday 7pm, April 28. Not merely a 
video lecture, these sessions are vibrant 
and informative multimedias which 

showcase the global Church through scripture. Free 
Soup Supper provided. Please RSVP to Jo or the 
Parish Office for catering purposes. 

April/May In our parish this week 

Mon 26th  
 

8.00am Mass              

Tue 27th     

 

8.00am Mass with children 
6.30pm Young Adults gathering 
7.30pm Baptism Information meeting 
   

Wed 28th     

 

6:30am Mass 
7.00pm Catholicism Series session 1 
 
 

Thu 29th            
 

No Mass 
 
 

Fri 30th   

 

9.00am Rosary 
9.30am Mass 
 

Sat 1st   

5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
6.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 
 
 

Sun 2nd      

Fifth Sunday of Easter  
9.00am Mass 
10.30am Sacramental Program 
Reconciliation Preparation Workshop 
6.00pm Mass 

 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please go to 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPPWH  
Please note that this is a new link for weekend 
Mass bookings. We are now using the link we created 
for Holy Week bookings. You will select individual 
seats as we did at Easter so that we can seat the church 
to full capacity and still comply with government COVID 
regulations. Please note that it is important that you sit in 
the seat for which you are ticketed. Make sure you scroll 
down and select ‘Purchase’ at the end of the booking 
page. You will receive a confirmation email if you are 
successful which will have your tickets and also a link to 
return some or all of your tickets if you are no longer able 
to attend that Mass.  
The TryBooking page is open until each relevant Mass 
time so that you can book in anytime, even when you 
arrive at Mass, via the QR code.  
However, Mass booking lists are  
printed at 11am on Friday before  
the weekend Mass so if you book  
after that, please be able to provide  
a ticket either on paper or on your  
mobile phone screen to show the  
Marshalls at the main doors that you 
have registered and your seat allocation.  
 

Weekday Masses: do not usually require pre-booking. 
Please register upon arrival at Mass and sit 1.5m apart. 

Reflection continued from page 1: 
 

I am thankful for those who serve our nation and who have 
made significant, even ultimate, sacrifices to protect and 
serve generations that follow them. It is fitting to remember 
them on Anzac Day. I am even more thankful for Jesus, 
who died for all humankind so that we can have eternal 
peace with God that starts now. We did not deserve this 
divine intervention, and yet God in his grace and mercy 
stepped into our world to provide reconciliation and peace. 
 

Once again, let us remember the fallen, the maimed and 
the missing from all the conflicts Australians have been 
involved in.    ‘LEST WE FORGET’ 
            Deacon Mike 
 

Sacramental Program 2021 
First Holy Communion: Reconciliation Preparation 
Workshop, Sunday 2nd May, 10.30am. 
 

Confirmation: Parent Information Night: Wednesday 
June 16th, 7pm.  

Crossroads:  For young people aged 12 to 16 years 
who would like to journey through the Crossroads 
Sacramental Program. 
For more information on the Sacramental Program 
please contact the Parish Office 

stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au or call 3341 4421 

LITURGICAL MUSICIANS’ TRAINING DAY 
The Archdiocesan Commission on the Liturgy is pleased 
to present a day of practical formation for liturgical 
musicians, run by people who are experts in the field. 
Several streams will be on offer including vocal, choral, 
organ, keyboard, guitar, composition,  
orchestral, and congregational singing.  
Saturday 15 May at St Laurence’s  
College, South Brisbane from  
9:00am–3:30pm. Register by scanning  
the code, or by phoning Liturgy Brisbane on 3324 3321.  
 
 

Readings for next weekend:  
 Fifth Sunday of Easter (Yr B) 

Acts 9:26-31        1 John 3:18-24         John 15:1-8 
 

Youth Update: New members always welcome!  
High School Youth Group: Sunday nights from 
7.00pm to 8:30pm in the Parish Centre. 
- 18th April; 9th and 23rd May; 6th and 20th June 
 

Young Adults: - 27th April; 10th & 26th May – 6:30pm 
 

Ignite Launch: This year we will be taking a group to 
Ignite Launch. If you or your child are interested 
please contact Olivia by 1st May. Ignite Launch is an 
event run by Ignite Youth at Dream World on 15th 
May. This year we will be getting a group discount so it 
will cost $110 and will include entry to the park, dinner 
and an after party at the park.  
Email Olivia: youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au   
Instagram: @rochedaleyouth             God Bless, Olivia 
 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will resume on Sunday 
9th May at the 9am Mass. Children’s Liturgy takes place 
during the Sunday 9am Mass in school terms but has 
been on a long break due to COVID. We require 2 adults 
to be present with the group so we need at least one 
parent helper per week with the leader. If you would like 
more information, please contact the Parish Office. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Esme Jensen, Kerry McCall, Heather Leonard, Sesinando de Leon jnr  
 

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Anne Smith, Eileen O’Mara, Robert Finn, Benito Vicenzino, Alice Gillen, 
Apolonio Aguas, Arthur Young, Betty Armstrong, Elizabeth McCall, Hilda Laing, Kathleen Sharplin, Fatima Chin, 
Roger Dixon, Keith Barrow, Raye and Bob Leishman, Lo Sau Ming, Edmond Casey, Gabriel Cosgrove,  
Kathleen Cook 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Merlene Muldoon, Elma Adamson, Carole Hester, Tony Price, 
Marie Mitchell, Kathy Jensen, Sharon Peisley, Angeline Ta’ale 
 

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     
 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051 103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411 641 312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since 
March 2020, our income from 
collections at Mass and Planned 
Giving is down by 22.4%. We would 
be very grateful, if you are able, to 
continue to support the Parish 
financially. There are several options. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: To direct 
transfer your Planned Giving to our 
bank account, our BSB is 064-786 
and Account number is 100000067. 
Please use your surname and 
Planned Giving (or PG) as reference. 
  

Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please 
contact the Office to set these up. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App: The logo to 
look for in the app store is a yellow 
and white cross forming a circle on a 
purple background.  
See our parish  
website for detailed ‘User Guides’.  
 

Tap & Go Donations: No cash at 
Mass? Try our donation terminal near 
the main doors: $5 donation per 
swipe to support St Peter’s Parish. 
 

To help with seminarian costs: 
Account Name: Vocations Support 
BSB: 064-786    Acct #: 100026892 
 

Roster: 1st & 2nd May Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Jo Cullen Stephanie Lenihan Kate Guy 

AV Operator Mike Collier Mick Denton Ryan Lin 

Readers C. Neil Ballment 
1. Shelagh Ballment 
2. Lyndal Bray-Claridge 

C. Pauline Angus 
1. Lydia Chew 
2. Arthur Leow 

C. Eza Jom 
1. Jo Cullen 
2. Megan Carroll 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Carl de Mello 
Ann Maree Collier 

Anne Scanlon 
Volunteer please 

Helen Graczyk 
Diane McKeone 

Musicians Ryan Lin Rita Bishop Elizabeth Fort 

Cleaning Group 4:  Mary Crowley, John Viola, Francis Yoo, Mick Privitera 

Cuppa & Chat - after 9am Mass, Sunday 2nd May:  Family Group 

This week, 25th April – 1st May:  Sacristan: Peter Jeong & Helena Cha                                    Counting: Bob’s Group 

 

The Catholic Leader:  April edition now available in the church. $4 
To subscribe, contact the Catholic Leader on 3324 3555.  

FAITH MATTERS – Anzac Day  
Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be 
with you.”  Lk 24:36 
 Reflection: - Gracious and loving God, the cross of Christ is the sign 
for your desire for justice and peace for all. Open our minds to your 
vision as we remember all who suffered through Australia and New 
Zealand involvement in wars, conflicts and peacekeeping operations.  
Grant all servicepersons who sacrificed health and life for the good of 
all, the gift of your deep peace. May we who inherit the freedom for 
which they fought become instruments of peace in our homes, 
workplaces and world. 
   

ODE OF REMEMBRANCE 
They went with songs to the battle 
They were young, straight of limb, 
True of eye, steady and aglow, 
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted, 
They fell with their faces to the foe. 
They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old, 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn, 
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, 
We will remember them.   Laurence Binyon (1869–1943) 
Lest we forget.  

        Faith Enrichment Group. 
Adapted from Prayer for Anzac Centenary from ‘Mass for the Fallen’. © Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference 2016. https://www.catholic.org.au/mass-for-thefallen/anzac-centenary-
parish-resources. 
Ode of Remembrance: from ‘For the Fallen’ by Laurence Binyon (1869-1943). Public 
Domain. 
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