
  

 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 
 

25th July 2021 
 

Readings:   2 Kings 4:42-44        Ephesians 4:1-6  John 6:1-15 
 
 

The Ebbs and Flows of Life 
Today’s gospel reading is one of my favourites: The Feeding of the Five 
Thousand. It begins with Jesus crossing the Sea of Galilee and the crowds 
following him. Jesus went up a mountain and appeared to want some time to 
himself and his disciples. When lo and behold he notices the large crowd 
approaching. How often do we feel like this? Minding our own business and 
enjoying life and then something happens which requires our attention. This 
might be remembering to do that one thing that your boss told you not to forget 
or it might be suddenly realising your assignment is due very soon. Something 
which requires immediate attention which takes you away from the present 
moment.  

Sometimes when I encounter my metaphorical “crowds” in life, I might respond 
like Philip, the realist and say, “Only 200 denarii (6 months’ wages) would buy 
enough for a small piece each.” Other times I might be a sceptical observer like 
Andrew and say, “Oh look there is a kid there that brought his lunch, 5 loaves 
and 2 fish… but what good is that?” We often find ourselves responding to 
situations like Philip and Andrew, and that is perfectly valid, however, Jesus is 
showing us another way. 

It’s the boy’s response which is the best answer to the situation. At first it might 
seem like a bullying scenario, where an adult takes a kid’s lunch away for no 
apparent reason. Often, life might appear unfair or out of control, or we might be 
confused as to what is happening around us, like the little boy might have felt 
when his loaves and fishes are taken away. But over time we learn that the 
situation helped us grow and Jesus reveals the grand plan for us. It’s the little 
boy who shows us how to surrender control, to give things over to Jesus - the 
bread of life, so that all may be fed with plenty leftover.  

Sometimes we need to be deprived of something in order for us to appreciate it 
more or in order for all to benefit. Let’s use this pandemic for example, it’s 
deprived many of us from long distance travel which can be frustrating but it’s 
allowed us to appreciate our own marvellous local surrounds. It has allowed 
many families to spend more time together and has helped people to focus on 
what really matters in life.   

After Jesus feeds the multitudes, he withdraws to the mountains in solitude. It’s 
only through time in silent prayer and meditation that Jesus is recharged and 
able to give. All the great saints knew this too. Life is like the rolling waves 
washing gently onto the shore. Our interactions are a series of ebbs and flows, 
giving and receiving. It is only through receiving from the source of life that we 
are able to give. 

May Jesus, the bread of life, sustain you today and always. 

Gerard Lai 

 
Readings for next weekend: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15           Ephesians 4:17, 20-24        John 6:24-35    
 

 
 

Join the St Peter’s Flocknote Flock: Register to join at 
www.stpetersrochedale.flocknote.com 
 

 

http://www.stpetersrochedale.flocknote.com/


    

July In our parish this week 

Mon 26th  

 

Saints Joachim & Anne 
8.00am Mass 
              

Tue 27th     

 

8.00am Mass with children 
4.30pm St Vincent de Paul meeting 
7.30pm Baptism Information meeting 
   

Wed 28th       

 

6.30am Mass 
7.00pm Catholicism Series, episode 9 
 
 

Thu 29th            

 

Saint Martha 
No Mass 
 
 

Fri 30th       

 

9.00am Rosary 
9.30am Mass 
 

Sat 31st    

 

Saint Ignatius of Loyola 
5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
6.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 
 
 

Sun 1st 
August       

 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9.00am School Family Mass  
10.00am Primary Schoolers Retreat 
6.00pm Mass 
7.00pm High School Youth Group 
 

 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please go to 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPPWH  
Check In Qld App: Everyone is required to register their 
attendance at all Masses with the Check-In Qld App.  
This app does not replace TryBooking for weekend 
Masses as we must have ticketed seating to allow us to 
continue to have full capacity in the church. 
In conclusion, please continue to book online 
but bring your phone to church to register  
with the Check-In Qld App.  
Please arrive early to assist the Marshalls. 

Sacramental Program about to commence If you 
know of any children in grades 3 to 6 who would 
like to receive the Sacraments of Confirmation and 
First Holy Communion who are not yet enrolled,  
please contact the Parish Office asap 

stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au or call 3341 4421 

V9 Prayer Novena: V9 is an initiative from the Brisbane  
Vocations Office and involves reciting a prayer for 9 
consecutive weekends to pray and bring about awareness for 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life leading up to 
Vocations Awareness Week from 1st – 8th August. 

Loving God, 
With one voice we lift up our hearts to thank you today for our 

lives, our vocation and all your gifts to us. Inspire us all to know 
and live our vocation. Give courage to young people, to listen and 

follow the call, to serve you in the Archdiocese as your priests, 
deacons and religious lay ministers. 
Bless us, your family of Brisbane.  

Help those you call to listen to what your Holy Spirit 
 is saying to us. Guide them to serve in your vineyard, that they 

may fulfil your holy will and make all things new. 
Through Christ our Lord, Amen 

 

Youth Update:         New members always welcome!  

 

High School Youth Group: Parish Centre:  
1, 15 & 29 Aug, 12 Sept 
 

Young Adults Group:  
• Young Adults Retreat 6 -8 August (Contact Olivia) 
 
 
 

Date Claimers:  

 

School Family Mass [Term 3] – 1 Aug, 9am  
Primary Schoolers Retreat Day – 1 Aug, 10am  
Youth-Led Mass – 12th Sept, 6pm  
Ignite Youth Conference, Redcliffe –   22–25 Sept 
  

God Bless, Olivia & Gerard  📧 youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 

 
 
 

  St Peter’s Youth Group PIE DRIVE: Pies are ready to 
pick up this weekend after Mass.  Please contact Jo if 
you are unable to pick up pies ordered. 
 

Children’s Liturgy will take a break next Sunday 1st 
August for the Family Parish School Mass. 
 

Parish Dinner Dance is on the 18th Sept at Algester 
Sports Club, 7.30pm after Mass.  We are looking for 
donations for the raffle prizes.  If you are able to help or 
know a business who can donate a prize, please contact 
Jo Cullen 
 

Murri Ministry Collection: Thanks to all who gave so 
generously last weekend.  We raised $1055.00 to assist 
the work of the Murri Ministry. 
 

Invitation: The Faith Enrichment team warmly invites all 
parishioners to its weekly viewing of The Catholicism 
Series hosted by Bishop Robert Barron. Screening 
Episode 9, Prayer & the Spirit, this Wednesday 28th July 
at 7pm. Free Soup Supper provided.  
 

Thank You: My sincere thanks to Fr. Baiyi and faithful 
friends who gave me a wonderful farewell morning tea 
recently, and to the many parishioners who joined us to 
celebrate my 45 years in the Parish family.  Thank you 
and God bless you all. I shall miss you.    Mary Naughton 
 

Vinnies News: We have a need for the following items: 
    1 Fridge  - any size     1  Vacuum Cleaner 
    1  Laundry basket     1 washing up tub 
    1 Large Saucespan 
If you can help please call Brian 0419992294 
 
 

 
 

 

 

A Journey of Faith with St Peter’s Community  
Have you ever wondered about the Catholic faith? 
Do you have a family member or a friend who is 
wondering? Our Parish of St Peter welcomes all 
who enquire about our Catholic faith. Your enquiry 
can be the beginning of your gradual and 
continuing journey of faith supported by our 
community. We are here to make the journey with 
you. You are welcome to ‘Come and See’ how a 
life of faith might be for you. Your first step? 
Contact the Parish Office on 3341 4421 to arrange 
a chat over coffee, a phone conversation, or a 
meeting. Enquiry Night Monday 16th August 7pm.  

Alpha is running again for all parishioners starting 
on Monday nights at 6:30pm from  
9th August so join us for a meal and  
some conversations about life,  
meaning and faith. All welcome.  
To register use the QR code. 

Peter’s Pence Collection: This weekend 24th and 25th 
July! Every year a retiring collection is held around the 
world to support the charitable works of the Pope. The 
collection allows the Holy Father to respond to the most 
needy throughout the world, to offer timely, effective 
emergency assistance to our suffering brothers and 
sisters. Thank you for your support! 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPPWH
mailto:stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au


  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: John Coyer, Marion Golding, Lyn Williams, Bill McBride, Colin Blackley 
 

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Frank Denaro, John Manuel, Jim Marrinan, Ted Carter, Ken Thomas,  
Helena Kostecka, Mina Sartori, Norm Richards, Faber Armstrong, Bonnie Armstrong, Catherine Sullivan,  
Bridget Weeks, Philomena Joyce, Anne Bates, Bill Graham, Lester de Mello, Graham Bourke, Bill Bray,  
Yvonne Mesalic, Jean Lilburne, Helena Scott, Lesley Winter, Irena Wlodarczyk, Tom Lyng, James Durham,  
Fr Bill Taylor, Michael Allen, Margaret Lewis, Michael Kerslake, Thomas Flanagan, George Kirehner, Tom Curtin 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Denise Cadman, Peter Ross, Rod Jones, Katie Costello, Ben 
Privitera, Carole Hester, Tony Price, Marie Mitchell, Kathy Jensen, Sharon Peisley 
 

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051 103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411 641 312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: We 
would be very grateful, if you are 
able, to continue to support the 
Parish financially. There are several 
options. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: To direct 
transfer your Planned Giving to our 
bank account, our BSB is 064-786 
and Account number is 100000067. 
Please use your surname and 
Planned Giving (or PG) as reference. 
  

Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please 
contact the Office to set these up. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App: The logo to 
look for in the app store is a yellow 
and white cross forming a circle on a 
purple background.  
See our parish  
website for detailed ‘User Guides’.  
 

Tap & Go Donations: No cash at 
Mass? Try our donation terminal 
near the main doors: $5 donation per 
swipe to support St Peter’s Parish. 
 

To help with seminarian costs: 
Account Name: Vocations Support 
BSB: 064-786    Acct #: 100026892 
 

Roster: 31st July & 1st Aug Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Jo Cullen Francis Yoo Kate Guy 

AV Operator Tristan Edison Sam Chamberlain Olivia Brown 

Readers C. Neil Ballment 
1. Shelagh Ballment 
2. Peta Grandin 

C. Pauline Angus 
1. Lydia Chew 
2. Arthur Leow 

C. Eza Jom 
1. Jo Cullen 
2. Vickie Routledge 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Joyce Lyster 
Carl de Mello 
Lyndal Bray-Claridge 

Jo Cullen 
Jim Nathan 
Julie Hondroudakis 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Helen Graczyk 
Diane McKeone 

Musicians Tim Hondroudakis Elizabeth Fort Anne Flood 

Cleaning Group 5: Neil Mone, Dona Thomas, Telesia Naupoto, Julie Hondroudakis, Judith Littlefield, Kathy Winter 

Cuppa & Chat: Sunday August 1st after 9am Mass: Joan D’Netto & Jim Nathan 

This week, 25th – 31st July:  Sacristan: Peter Jeong & Helena Cha                                  Counting: Mike’s Group 

 

Faith Matters: St Anna and St Joachim, parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

This coming Monday, July 26th is the feast day of Saints Joachim and 
Anna. An ancient tradition, already known in the 2nd century, gives these 
names to the parents of the Virgin Mary. The cult of St Anna became 
popular in the 6th century in the East, and in the 10th century in the West, 
where she is the patron saint of Brittany; Joachim was added a long time 
later – too often the fate of fathers. 
Although the information about Mary’s parents is found in an early 
apocryphal writing that gives many miraculous and highly-coloured 
stories about the early life of the Virgin Mary, there is no reason to 
suppose that such a straightforward fact as her parents’ names should be 
wrong. 
At the moment of consenting to the Incarnation, Mary took the most 
important decision ever taken by any human being, and the fact that she 
took it is, to a great extent, the work of her parents. The Holy Spirit gave 
her the strength to take the decision; but her parents’ training gave her 
the wisdom to choose.  
Mary was the mother of Jesus, and therefore the mother of God. Any 
parent plays an important role in the life of their child, and any child is a 
great blessing to its parents. How much more so must have been the 
relationship between Mary and her parents Joachim and Anne. 
Mary’s immaculate conception occurred in the womb of his mother, Anne. 
This then set in train the events directly leading up to the incarnation of 
Jesus. Celebrating this day celebrates the worth of all motherhood. 
Celebrating Joachim and Anna also celebrates the dignity and worth of 
married life.                 Faith Enrichment Group 

Entertainment Memberships Multi City for the price of a Single City until Wed 

4th Aug plus bonus draws for great prizes. Go to www.entbook.com.au/2224e97 

 

 

mailto:stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
http://www.entbook.com.au/2224e97


   


