30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

25th October 2020
Readings: Exodus 22:20-26

1 Thessalonians 1:5-10

Matthew 22:34-40

Love, the key to Christian faith and life
The Bible is the most important book for all Christians. That is why, as
Christians, we all are encouraged to read the Bible, reflect and meditate on the
Bible, and lead a life in the spirit of the Bible. The Holy Bible is read in the liturgy,
studied in the classroom, discussed among fellow parishioners, friends and
family members. In short, Christians spend a lot of time on this great work.
However, there are always some Christians who keep saying that the Bible is
not easy to comprehend and they don’t understand many parts of it. From time
to time, there will be someone who comes to me and asks me: what is the key
to understanding the Bible?
In today’s Gospel, we heard Jesus talking about the greatest commandment. It
is: You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind. The second resembles it: You must love your neighbour as
yourself. At the end of the Gospel, Jesus concludes, “On these two
commandments hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also.” Obviously,
according to Jesus, love is the key to understanding the whole Law and the
Prophets which form the main parts of the Old Testament. As a matter of fact,
love is the key to understanding the whole Bible.
When we bear this in mind and then open the Bible, we will find it much easier
to read the whole book. Out of love, God created the whole world and
humankind. With the distrust in and distance from God, humankind started
drifting away from God, who is love, then they began having more and more
problems and difficulties. Out of love, God made the promise of salvation to
humankind from the very beginning that he would bring them back to him, the
full love. To fulfil his promise, God prepared a special people, begun with
Abraham, and then he accompanied them in love all the way, taught them on
love in many different ways, for example, the Law and the Prophets. No matter
how seriously the people abused his love, his love was always there for them,
never leaving them even for a second. God’s hope was that, through the chosen
people, his unconditional love could be ultimately felt by the whole of humankind
and they would return to him one day.
When the time had come, completely out of love again, he even sent his onlybegotten Son to us, teaching us love in parables, miracles and of course, words
and deeds. Eventually, his Son expressed his unconditional love for us through
his passion and death. Before he departed the world, in order to make sure that
his life stories of love would be told to the many generations ahead, Jesus
instituted the Church and sacraments. Jesus’ life stories of love, the stories of
his early church and the reflections on him, his teaching and his love form the
New Testament.
Dear friends, as read in the first letter of John, “God is love, and whoever abides
in love abides in God, and God abides in him.” (4:16b) For anything about God,
his Church and Sacraments, if we can’t understand it fully, let us just try to
understand it once again from the lens of love, we will definitely get some
wonderful insights into it. We always believe that love is the key to the whole
Christian faith and life.
Fr Baiyi

Readings for next weekend: All Saints
Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12

October
Mon 26th

In our parish this week
8:00am Mass
6.30pm Alpha (Young Adults 18 to 35)

Tues 27th

8:00am Mass with children
11.00am Mass at Opal Aged Care
7.30pm Baptism Information meeting
7.30pm RCIA Enquiry Night

Wed 28th

Saint Simon & Saint Jude
6:30am Mass

Thurs 29th

No Mass

Fri 30

th

9.00am Rosary
9.30am Mass
11.30am Grade 4 Mass
(reserved for Gr 4 students, staff & families)

Sat 31st
Sun 1st
November

5.00pm Reconciliation
(or by appointment)
Vigil Mass for Sunday:
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people)
All Saints
9.00am Mass (max 100 people)
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people)

Interested in becoming a Catholic? Life is a
journey. Ever wondered about your faith life?
St Peter’s community welcomes all who seek to
enquire about our faith. We are here to make the
journey with you. This journey is called the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Come, join us at
St Peter’s Parish Office on Tuesday 27th October at
7.30pm for an enquiry evening. You are welcome to
come, chat and see.

Catholic Mission: During October, World Mission Month,
we ask for your prayerful and financial contributions by
donating online at catholicmission.org.au/Cambodia or
by using the appeal envelopes that will be made available
this weekend (Oct 24/25). The people that we support,
know how blessed they are by the Church here in
Australia. When you contribute to the Catholic Mission
appeal, you can be assured that you, your parish and
others like it, will be remembered in prayer by those in
places like Cambodia.
All Souls Memorial Mass: 7.30pm on Monday 2nd
November. We will remember all those who have died,
particularly during the past year. Unfortunately, only 100
people are allowed to be present and we are now fully
booked. There will also be a Mass at 8am as usual, so
you are welcome to attend this Mass if suitable.
Visit St Peter’s Parish Website
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au
God’s Word 2021 Liturgical Diaries for sale $12.
Readings & Reflections for every day of the year.
Praying the Rosary –
Joining Hearts with Pope Francis
A Second Prayer for Our Suffering World – Pope
Francis has gifted us with a second prayer to be offered
at the completion of the Rosary. He writes, In the present
tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering
and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God and our Mother,
and seek refuge under your protection.1
Pray the Rosary Followed by Francis’ 2nd Prayer
As we pray the rosary on our own or with others this
week, let us join again with Pope Francis and pray:

Laudato Si’: Any parishioner who would love to
receive a free copy of Pope Francis’ encyclical
Laudato Si’: On Care For Our Common Home,
please speak to Julie or Jo. Thanks to a generous
parishioner.

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this
coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those who are distraught
and mourn their loved ones who have died. … Be close
to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are
sick.

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who
is isolating would like to chat, please contact Lynn
on 0403 051 103.

Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty
of the future and the consequences for the economy and
employment.

Thank you to the 35 parishioners who participated
in the parish working bee on Saturday 17th October
to prepare our church and grounds for the
Christmas festivities. We were able to accomplish
what we set out to do in 2.5 hours. Fantastic effort.

Protect those who are on the frontline of this emergency.
… Support their heroic effort and grant them strength,
generosity and continued health.

Youth Update:
High School Youth Group meeting fortnightly on
Sunday nights - 25th October, 8th & 22nd November
and 6th Dec (Christmas Party!)
Young Adults: We have had several very
successful Alpha gatherings on Monday nights
with over 10 young adults attending each session.
After dinner and video, discussion has been
vibrant. Sessions will continue weekly on Monday
nights until 7th December.
With the restrictions currently in place I ask that if
you/your child are planning on attending any of our
events that you please RSVP to Olivia, whether
that be via email, Instagram or phone.
Email: youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
Instagram: @rochedaleyouth

… Illumine the minds of men and women engaged in
scientific research, that they may find effective solutions
to overcome this virus.
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and
generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking the
basic necessities of life and may devise social and
economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and
solidarity.
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members
of one great family …. Make us strong in faith,
persevering in service, constant in prayer. Help us … to
conform ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what
Jesus tells us.
Amen. 1
1. Extract, Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis to The Faithful for the Month
of May 2020
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2020/documents/papafrancesco_20200425_lettera-mesedimaggio.html

Faith Enrichment Group

Consider the Common Good on October 31
Everyone deserves a full life. Right now, aged
care and support for older people in our
community is subject to greater scrutiny than
ever before. Governments must provide for
sustainable aged care services, improve
regulatory frameworks to ensure the quality of
care and provide older people and their families
with real choice and control over the services they receive.
How will you use your Queensland State Election vote for the benefit
of people of every age in our community? Consider the Common
Good on October 31. You can find out more about the issues you
might reflect on when you cast your vote at https://bit.ly/2FvHA8W
Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please book your free
tickets at https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. Please select
tickets for each family member attending, including babies. Bookings
close at 11am each Friday before the relevant weekend Mass. If
you do not have access to a computer or have any difficulty with
booking, please phone the Parish Office. On arrival at Mass, please
have your name checked off the list by the Marshall.
Weekday Masses: We are not requiring pre-booking for weekday
Masses - except for school year level Masses.
Entertainment Memberships: Help our fundraising & get great
discounts! https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/2224e97
Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St Stephen 8am Monday to
Friday and 8am and 10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw.
The Catholic Leader: You can sign up to receive your free weekly
digital newspaper here.

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since
March, our income from collections
at Mass and Planned Giving is down
by over 28%. We would be very
grateful, if you are able, to please
continue to support the Parish
financially.
Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you
would like to direct transfer your
Planned Giving to our bank account,
our BSB is 064-786 and Account
number is 007021101. Please use
your surname and Planned Giving
(or PG) as reference.
Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please
contact the Office to set these up.
‘Parish Giving’ App You will need
to create an account the first time
you log in and select your favourite
parish, St Peter’s Catholic Parish
Rochedale! The logo to look for is a
yellow and white cross forming a
circle on a purple background.
See our parish
website for detailed
‘User Guides’.
Tap & Go Donations: Try our new
donation terminal in the church:
$5 donation to St Peter’s per swipe.

Roster: 31st Oct & 1st Nov
Mass Co-ordinator
AV Operator
Readers

Saturday 6pm Mass
Sunday 9am Mass
Sunday 6pm Mass
Carl de Mello
Lydia Chew
Petta Traynor
Mick Denton
Arthur Leow
John Donohue
C. Jo Cullen
C. Maria Chamberlain
C. Anne Fry
1. David Crowley
1. Jackson Sabu
1. Malcolm Carroll
2. Joyce Lyster
2. Jess Smith
2. Eza Jom
Extraordinary Ministers
Rob Meulman
Joan d’Netto
Deacon Mike Jones
of Communion
Trish Meulman
Jim Nathan
Mel McKay
Musicians
Rita Bishop
Geoff & Robyn Madden
Elizabeth Fort
Cleaning Group: 3 Basil’s Cleaners
This week – 25th to 31st October: Sacristan: Celine Phillips
Counting: Mike’s Group
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Those who have died: John Bevan, John Franks, Asinate Pome’e, Geraldine Kelly (Diane McKeone’s mother),
Florence Reynolds, William Jones
Book of Life & Mass Requests: Doreen Jensen, Jerome Taylor, Douglas Legge, Colleen Hales, Michael Hales,
Evelyn Daly, Eva Dempsey, Sally Feeney, Marcella Cunningham, Alfons Meerwald, Friedel Meerwald,
Agnes Lovett, Henry Lovett, Catherine Doyle, Kathleen Flanagan, Mary Santhing, Jim Witherspoon,
Mary Browne, Kathleen Carmody, Rodney West, Russell Hawkins
Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Kevin Fry, Angeline Ta’ale, Colin Blackley, Catherine Brown,
Gillian van Rooyen, Merlene Muldoon, Ann Swinnerton, Stan Gainfort, Stephen Land, Melissa Vink,
Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Olga & Diego Tagini, Maureen Sheils
Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.
Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
Other Parish Contacts:
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or
Care & Concern:
sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103
Social Justice Group Facebook:
Family Group Facebook:
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups
St Vincent de Paul:
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775

