
 

    Third Sunday of Easter (Year A) 

26th April 2020 

  

Readings: Acts 2:14, 22-33       1 Peter 1:17-21        Luke 24:13-35 
 

St Joseph, Patron Saint of the Universal Church and the Workers 
In the 12th century St. Bernard of Clairvaux asked his listeners to imagine what 
type of man Joseph must have been that God himself entrusted him with the 
care of his only son. Joseph does not utter a word in the Gospels but his life 
speaks volumes. The first thing we learn about him is his obedience to God “He 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him.” (Matthew 1:24) Joseph accepted 
the divine design of Mary’s motherhood. Filled with faith he and Mary walked 
into an unknown future. When Joseph learnt in a prophetic dream that his young 
family was threatened, he left everything behind that he owned and fled to Egypt 
to protect his family. Settling down back in Nazareth he and Mary shared the 
daily joys of parenting Jesus. Joseph taught Jesus his own trade of carpentry 
and with full fatherly authority fulfilled all the religious obligations demanded of 
a parent with great love and humility. He cared for Jesus as his own son. 
Through the lens of his selfless love we can imagine how Jesus’ humanity, 
which was linked to his divinity, developed. 
(“Full of Grace”, Judith Dupre, p.60-67) 
  

Joseph, this silent saint, who was given the noble task of caring and watching 
over Mary and Jesus now watches over our church. In the year 1870 Pope 
Pius IX named St Joseph the Patron Saint of the Universal Church. With 
the current difficult times in human history, when our Churches are closed, we, 
the faithful are deprived of receiving the sacraments. With the future uncertain, 
we pray to St. Joseph, that we may accept this situation with courage and faith 
in our hearts knowing and trusting that God is always with us, wherever we are.  
  

In 1955 Pope Pius XII instituted another Feast Day dedicated to St Joseph, 
namely St Joseph the Worker. “By work, humankind both fulfills the command 
found in Genesis to care for the earth (Gen 2-15) and to be productive in their 
labours. Saint Joseph is but one example of the holiness of human labour.” 
(Justice and Peace Office,1/5/2018)  
 

The Church has a long history of addressing issues involving work. On 
15/5/1891 Pope Leo XIII published the encyclical “Rerum Novarum” (On 
the Condition of Labour). This document laid down the principle that work is at 
the centre of the Church’s reflection on human identity and activity. Pope St 
John Paul II responded to this ground breaking encyclical on its 100th 
anniversary with “Centisimus Annus” (The Hundredth Year). Both 
encyclicals spoke of the necessity of dignified and respectful working 
conditions, with a just wage and the common good.  
 

For the past 20 years the Australian Bishops have marked the Feast of St 
Joseph the Worker with a pastoral letter. The letters form a unique Australian 
contribution to the Church’s teachings on work. They are available on the 
internet and worth reading.  
   

As a result of corona virus isolation, so many people are without work and it is 
clear to all of us that, by necessity, work provides the financial base for our 
existence. However, work is so much more. It provides us with the opportunity 
to develop our God given gifts and talents and so to participate in the creative 
work of God and to contribute to the common good. We pray to St Joseph that 
he may watch over all who are without work and struggling in the present 
situation.           

Social Justice Group 

Readings for next weekend: Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14, 36-41         1 Peter 2:20-25     John 10:1-10 



  

Living Easter – The Future’s Name is Hope 
 

Three years ago this weekend, Pope Francis gave a talk 
to a largely secular audience at the TED2017 Conference 
in Vancouver, on the topic The Future You. Exactly three 
years on, this extract speaks so profoundly to the 
universal experience of the human family in this very 
different Easter season. 
 

Pope Francis said, We are precious, each and every one 
of us. Each and every one of us is irreplaceable in the 
eyes of God. Through the darkness of today's conflicts, 
each and every one of us can become a bright candle, a 
reminder that light will overcome darkness, and never the 
other way around. 
 

To Christians, the future does have a name, and its name 
is Hope. Feeling hopeful does not mean to be 
optimistically naïve and ignore the tragedy humanity is 
facing. Hope is the virtue of a heart that doesn't lock itself 
into darkness, that doesn't dwell on the past, does not 
simply get by in the present, but is able to see a tomorrow. 
 

Hope is the door that opens onto the future. Hope is a 
humble, hidden seed of life that, with time, will develop 
into a large tree. It is like some invisible yeast that allows 
the whole dough to grow, that brings flavor to all aspects 
of life. 
 

And it can do so much, because a tiny flicker of light that 
feeds on hope is enough to shatter the shield of darkness. 
A single individual is enough for hope to exist. 
 

And that individual can be you. And then there will be 
another "you," and another "you," and it turns into an "us." 
And so, does hope begin when we have an "us?" No. 
Hope began with one "you." When there is an "us," there 
begins a revolution. 
 

1. Pope Francis, Video Message of His Holiness Pope Francis on 
the Occasion of the Ted Conference in Vancouver, 26 April, 2017. 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-
essages/2017/ documents/papa-
francesco_20170426_videomessaggio-ted-2017.html 

     Faith Enrichment Group   
 

Liturgies for you at Home: Please check out our Parish Website www.stpetersrochedale.org.au and click on 
‘Stay Connected’. Inside you will find the latest updates and links to the live streamed Mass from the Cathedral 
as well as Liturgies for you to be able to use at home during this difficult time while the church must be closed. 
With grateful thanks to the staff of Liturgy Brisbane and Evangelisation Brisbane who are preparing and sharing 
these with us, you can find the prayers, readings and reflections of the Sunday in one document as well as 
another family version to share with young children. 
 

Sunday Liturgies: Fr Baiyi will continue to celebrate 9am Sunday Mass each week, praying for us and with us 
all in this difficult time. Fr Baiyi will celebrate these Masses with no congregation present. Please only join him 
in prayer from your homes. You can use the liturgies that you will find on our website to pray, knowing that  
Fr Baiyi is celebrating Mass at that same time. Some paper copies of these liturgies will be left in front of the main 
church doors near the newsletters if you prefer and these are especially for those who do not have internet 
access. If you are passing by the church for exercise or whilst on your essential travels allowed under the current 
restrictions, you could collect one of the newsletters or printed liturgies. 
 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St Stephen 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and 10am Sunday at 
www.archbne.org/bzw. ANZAC Day Mass will be livestreamed at 11.30am Saturday 25th April.  
Channel 10 televises Mass at 6am on Sundays. 
  

Parish Office hours have been reduced due to the current pandemic. Staff are working from home and will only 
be in the Parish Office on Fridays. You can keep in contact with us by email or phone and we will endeavour to 
contact you back as soon as possible. In case of an emergency you can contact Fr Baiyi on 0481 975 660. 
 

Youth Update:  Due to the current conditions Rochedale Youth has moved to a fully online presence. 
For more information, contact Olivia, our Youth Ministry Co-ordinator via email at 
youth.stpetroch@bne. catholic.net.au. Follow us on Instagram: @rochedaleyouth 
 

The Catholic Leader: Read the latest news from the Catholic Leader for free at www.catholicleader.com.au. 
 
 Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who is 

housebound or facing difficulties during these 
challenging times please contact Lynn on 
0403051103 or the Parish Office 33414421. 
God bless you all, look out for another and let us 
stand united together in prayer, love and hope. 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: We would be very 
grateful, if you are able, to please continue to 
support the Parish financially. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you would like to direct 
transfer your Planned Giving to our bank account, 
our BSB is 064-786 and Account number is 
007021101. Please use your surname and Planned 
Giving (or PG) as reference. You can set this up 
yourself on any device where you can access your 
online banking. 
 

Or via Credit Card: Please contact the Parish Office 
via phone or email as we can either set up a monthly 
credit card donation or do an individual case by case 
donation of as little as $5.00 over the phone. 
 

Direct Debit: Please contact us to set up Direct 
Debit through the Archdiocesan Development Fund. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App Our parish is one of the trial 
parishes for this app that the Archdiocese has 
created. The app is now available to download from 
the Apple Store and Google Play store or you can 
access it via parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au. 
You will need to create an account the first time you 
log in and select your favourite parish, St Peter’s 
Catholic Parish Rochedale! The logo to look for in 
the app store is a yellow and white cross forming a 
circle on a purple background. You can use the app 
for a one-off payment or set it up for regular giving.  
See our parish website for detailed ‘User Guides’. 
From the Home Page  
click on ‘Parish 
Contribution’ 
 

http://www.stpetersrochedale.org.au/
http://www.archbne.org/bzw
mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.catholicleader.com.au/


  

    

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died:  Elmore Kotzur, Pam Stoodley, William Crowley (David’s father) 
  

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Robert Finn, Benito Vicenzino, Alice Gillen, Apolonio Aguas, Arthur Young, 
Betty Armstrong, Elizabeth McCall, Hilda Laing, Kathleen Sharplin, Fatima Chin, Roger Dixon, Keith Barrow, 
Raye and Bob Leishman, Lo Sau Ming, Edmond Casey, Gabriel Cosgrove, Kathleen Cook, Augustin Kostecki, 
Carmel Caldwell  
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  Melissa Vink, Ursula Williamson, Beryl Ryan, Lori Hodder, 
Kevin Fry, Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa, Morris Mirabito, Garry Capper, Paolo, Olga & Diego Tagini  
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

St Vinnies News: Single Mum with two high school children needs a computer to assist with 'home 
schooling'- required urgently. Please call Brian: 0419 992 294. Thank you for the response for TVs in 
last weekend’s newsletter. Those needs have now been met. 

 

Important Message for our St Peter’s Elderly or Isolated Parishioners: TransitCare is funded by the 
Commonwealth and Queensland governments. During this time of COVID-19 TransitCare is offering 
FREE Collection of Groceries and Pharmaceutical items delivered to your home. 
Please contact TransitCare for more information on 1300 153 636 or the website is www.transitcare.com.au 
If you would like more information or perhaps the Parish to help you do not hesitate to contact the Parish Office 
for information. 
 

Entertainment Books are now 100% digital. Your membership lasts for 12 months from the date of activation 
and can be shared on several devices between your family members. Memberships can still be used at 
hundreds of business that offer takeaway, online shopping and essential services in local areas. These are 
being updated daily with restaurants and cafés wanting to offer takeaway deals. 
Visit www.entbook.com.au/2224e97 to purchase your Membership and help St Peter’s Parish fundraising. 
 

THANK YOU!   Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for supporting 
Project Compassion 2020. You can still donate through the envelopes or boxes,  
just keep them until it is safe to bring them up to the Parish. Alternatively, there are a 
 number of other ways to get your Project Compassion donations to Caritas Australia. 
You can bank your donations online or at a bank branch to ‘Caritas Australia’ BSB 062 217, account number 
10072446. Use your donor id number if you know it or your surname as reference.  
You could post a cheque to Caritas Australia, GPO Box 9830, Sydney NSW 2001 
You can also donate at www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or by phoning 1800 024 413.  
Through your generosity you will be empowering the world’s most vulnerable communities to  
grow stronger and share their strengths with their communities to lift themselves out of poverty. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: Walk With Me Lounge room Sessions 
When: Saturday May 9, 2020  Where: Online, in your lounge room! Link to come. 
Who: Gary Pinto, and an impressive line-up of artists (stay tuned for artist announcements) 
On Saturday, May 9, Gary Pinto - Aria award winning artist and musical mentor to the stars - will lead an all-star 
music line-up for the  Project Compassion COVID-19 Benefit concert. 
"Walk With Me: Lounge room Sessions" aims to not only entertain all of us at home, but also to raise money for 
the Project Compassion COVID-19 Appeal, providing much needed support to some of the poorest 
communities that are fighting to stop the spread of COVID-19. 
Gary recently penned a powerful tune, ‘Walk with Me’, for Caritas Australia, to support Project Compassion, 
with its theme of 'Let's Go Further, Together'.  Now, Gary would like to Go Further, Together, by bringing 
Australian and International musicians from their lounge rooms to yours! 
Gary wanted to reach out and support communities who don’t have the same healthcare facilities or access to 
soap and water as we do. He realised how COVID-19 might affect these incredibly vulnerable communities, and 
wanted to do something!  
There's a chance for you and your family to be part of the show! Competition details to be announced shortly. 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 Other Parish Contacts: 

Care & Concern Co-ordinator: 
Lynn White 0403 051103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 
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