
 

    17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

26th July 2020 

  

Readings: 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12      Romans 8:28-30       Matthew 13:44-52 

  “The Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure in a field….” 
 

Jesus’ parable about the Kingdom has been extensively described and 
pronounced. It has been the theme for many homilies going back many 
generations. The parables in the gospel reading are simple stories that were 
familiar at that time. Stories about a treasure hidden in the field, about pearls, 
about fishing and the catch. In this weekend’s gospel, the faithful are asked to 
take time to ponder and analyze the examples in these tales. 
 

The kingdom of God is likened to a treasure buried in a field and to a fine pearl. 
One has to sell everything so that the person can buy the field and the finest 
pearl. If one has found the thing that the person is seeking, one will do what he 
or she can in order to have what that person wants in life. 
 

Another parable shared by Jesus is about the net thrown into the sea to catch 
fish. They gather their catch and separate the good fish from the bad fish that 
will be thrown away. The Lord will know the wicked from the righteous, the good 
from the bad. Those who are good because they followed the will of the Father, 
they belong to God; but those who are bad will be......Hopefully will be saved 
through the mercy of our loving God. The choice is theirs. 
 

The kingdom of God is the grace of God that we are all looking for and seeking. 
It is therefore important for us to know what do we really want in life and what 
do we really want to happen in our lives. Let us therefore seek the principal 
meaning, the essence of our life. 
 

Our search for God is also our search for His kingdom. The kingdom of God is 
here and now but, as Jesus had told his disciples, is not yet to its completion. 
Jesus has already been here with us approximately 2,000 years ago and we 
continue to realize his mission. God is in us, present but not yet to its end. When 
God reigns in our lives; He stays and rules in our hearts, in our homes and 
families, in our communities and places of relationships, in our country and in 
the world today. 
 

Kingdoms are domains. And dominions and kingdoms are ruled by sovereigns, 
monarchs and rulers. But there is only one kingdom that will last forever and 
that kingdom is where God reigns on earth and in heaven. 
 

The parables are very relevant to us today. What we are asked to seek is the 
most important in life, that which gives meaning and sense. 
 

What matters to you most? What do you value in life? 
 

It is time to check and review our values, our principles, and our ways of living. 
Let us assess the signs and indicators of the kingdom of God, are they present 
in our lives and in our relationships with one another? Do I embrace and share 
the values of God’s kingdom? The challenge for all of us is to become signs of 
God’s reign through our love for God and neighbours. Love is a real and 
tangible sign of the kingdom—with love comes faith, hope, peace, integrity, 
respect, humility, and the like. 
 

This coming week, let us pray, reflect and ask ourselves: 
 

 How do I search for the treasure in the field and the finest pearl? 
 Do I find God in my heart, in my life? 
 Am I a good catch? Am I a good Christian? 
 Am I a sign of God’s reign? Do I represent and manifest God’s presence 

and love in my family and community? 
     Deacon Mike 

 



  

WELCOME BACK TO MASS! 

Updates re Level 3 easing of COVID-19 restrictions: 
Masses, funerals, weddings and baptisms may now be 
celebrated with 100 people in total. Anyone who has 
any flu-like symptoms must not enter the church.  
The Federal Health Guidelines now advise that, due to 
low numbers of COVID-19 cases in most communities, 
those people who were previously identified as being at 
higher risk of the disease can now return to work and 
other settings provided they can meet social distancing 
requirements. Queensland Health guidelines indicate the 
following as vulnerable groups: those over 70 years of 
age or over 65 years of age with underlying health issues 
or First Nations Queenslanders over the age of 50 with 
one or more chronic diseases. Please visit the 
Queensland Government health site for information on 
COVID-19 and how you can keep yourself and others 
safe. https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-
alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/protect-yourself-
others/coronavirus-prevention  
 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: If you would 
like to attend Mass at St Peter’s at 6pm Saturday, 9am 
Sunday or 6pm Sunday please go to the Try Booking 
site https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. Tickets are free. 
You will be able to select tickets for the Mass of your 
choice and in a particular section of the church. Please 
note, the section of the church that you book in for is 
where you must sit. Please select tickets for each family 
member attending, including babies. Bookings in the 
main body of the church will be available first (Sections A, 
B, C, D – total of 54), then if needed we will open 
bookings for the Parish Centre (Sections E & F) followed 
by the verandah (Sections G & H). You will receive a 
confirmation email once you have completed your 
booking. Bookings are open now for weekend Masses up 
to September. Bookings will close at 11am each 
Friday before the relevant weekend Mass. 
If you have booked and subsequently are unable to 
attend please ensure you cancel your booking in ample 
time to allow others to attend. You will find the link in 
your confirmation email to enable you to return 
tickets. 
If you do not have access to a computer or have any 
difficulty with booking online, please phone the Parish 
Office and we will book for you. 
  

Weekday Masses: Monday & Tuesday at 8am, 
Wednesday at 6.30am & Friday at 9.30am. We are not 
requiring pre-booking for weekday Masses - except for 
school year level Masses. 
 

Numbers for all gatherings will be strictly adhered to and 
we will be recording attendees’ names, addresses and 
telephone numbers for potential COVID-19 contact 
tracing as per government requirements. These details 
must be kept for 56 days. 
 

On Arrival at the Church: Please present yourself to the 
Marshall at the main church doors who will note your 
attendance. Please sanitise your hands when entering 
and leaving the church. If you are from the same 
household you may sit together, however please maintain 
1.5m physical distance from all others.  The church will 
be open at least 15 minutes prior to each Mass to allow 
people to be seated. You are welcome to stay for a short 
chat after Mass but please remember social distancing. 

Readings for next weekend:  
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Isaiah 55:1-3     Romans 8:35, 37-39        
Matthew 14;13-21  

  

 

July-Aug In our parish this week 

Mon 27th   8.00am Mass (max 100 people) 
 

Tues 28th  8.00am Mass with children 
  (max 100 people) 

1.00pm Funeral of Howard Tracey  
(max 100 people – contact family) 
 

Wed 29th  St Martha 
6.30am Mass (max 100 people) 
 

Thurs 30th    No Mass 
 

Fri 31st  St Ignatius of Loyola 
9.00am Rosary & private prayer 
 (max 100 people) 

9.30am Mass (max 100 people) 

12.15pm Year 3 Mass (reserved for 

Year 3 students & families - booking required) 
 

Sat 1st   St Alphonsus Ligouri 
5.00pm Reconciliation  
Vigil Mass for Sunday: 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 
 

Sun 2nd  

 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Mass (max 100 people) 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 
 

 

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website 
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au and click on ‘Stay 
Connected’ to find the latest updates and links.  
 

Email Updates: Please contact the Parish Office 
and if you would like to receive the weekly 
newsletter and updates via email. 
 

Reconciliation 5pm on Saturdays or by 
appointment.  
 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who 
is isolating would like to chat, please contact Lynn 
on 0403051103.  
 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St 
Stephen 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and 
10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw.  
Channel 10 televises Mass at 6am on Sunday. 
 

The Catholic Leader due to COVID-19 is currently 
offered free. You can sign up to receive your 
weekly digital newspaper here. 

Youth Update:  
High School: (7-8:30pm in the Parish Centre)  

 August 1st, 15th and 29th    

 September 12th  
Young adults:  

 Saturday August 1st-  12pm for Yum Cha 
with Fr Baiyi- More details to come. 

 Thursday August 5th  
With the restrictions currently in place I ask that if 
you/your child are planning on attending one of 
these events that you please RSVP to Olivia, 
whether that be via email, Instagram or phone.  
Email: youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Instagram: @rochedaleyouth  

 

 

https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/protect-yourself-others/coronavirus-prevention
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/protect-yourself-others/coronavirus-prevention
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/protect-yourself-others/coronavirus-prevention
https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS
http://www.stpetersrochedale.org.au/
http://www.archbne.org/bzw
https://catholicleader.com.au/covid19free
https://catholicleader.com.au/covid19free
mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au


  

    

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Howard Tracey, James Arcus, Ann Yu, Ian Thompson, Tony McDonald,  
Eugenia Letkiewicz, Kerin Young  
  

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Ted Carter, Ken Thomas, Helena Kostecka, Mina Sartori, Norm Richards, 
Faber Armstrong, Bonnie Armstrong, Catherine Sullivan, Bridget Weeks, Philomena Joyce, Anne Bates,  
Bill Graham, Lester de Mello, Graham Bourke, Bill Bray, Yvonne Mesalic, Jean Lilburne, Helena Scott, 
Lesley Winter, Irena Wlodarczyk, Tom Lyng, James Durham, Fr Bill Taylor, Michael Allen, Margaret Lewis, 
Michael Kerslake, Thomas Flanagan, George Kirehner, Tom Curtin, Agatha Thien, Elizabeth Field,  
Blanche Naughton, 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Mary Naughton, Catherine Brown, Gillian van Rooyen, 
Merlene Muldoon,  Ann Swinnerton, Stan Gainfort, Bob Devere, Anne Marie Kelleher, Stephen Land,  
Melissa Vink, Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Paolo, Olga & Diego Tagini, Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

Become a Laudato Si Animator:  an excellent 
opportunity for you to improve your knowledge 
about Laudato Si and the climate crisis we all face. 
The Global Catholic Climate Movement’s latest 
Animators Program will begin next week. It is 
excellent training and you will have an opportunity 
to put what you have learned into practice during 
the Season of Creation (Sept 1 – Oct 4). Click here 
to register. 
 

Families in Need: If you or any family you know is 
in need of free food hampers or other assistance, 
please contact Jo on 0419733878. Completely 
confidential. We are able to access help from a 
number of community groups and organisations 
willing to help those in need during COVID-19.  
 

St Thomas More College Virtual Visitor’s 
Evening Tuesday 18 August at 6.00pm. This will 
replace the previously advertised Visitors’ Day. 
Register now at www.DoMoreBeMore.trueau.com.  
 

Entertainment Memberships: Purchase a single 
city or multi city membership and save on retail, 
entertainment, restaurants, accommodation etc.  
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks
/2224e97 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: We would be very grateful, if 
you are able, to please continue to support the Parish 
financially. Thank you for your continuing support. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you would like to direct 
transfer your Planned Giving to our bank account, our 
BSB is 064-786 and Account number is 007021101. 
Please use your surname and Planned Giving (or PG) as 
reference. You can set this up yourself on any device 
where you can access your online banking. 
 

Or via Credit Card: Please contact the Parish Office via 
phone or email as we can either set up a monthly credit 
card donation or do an individual donation. 
 

Direct Debit: Please contact us to set up Direct Debit 
through the Archdiocesan Development Fund. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App You will need to create an account 
the first time you log in and select your favourite parish, 
St Peter’s Catholic Parish Rochedale! The logo to look 
for in the app store is a yellow and white cross forming a 
circle on a purple background. You can use the app for a 
one-off payment or set it up for  
regular giving.  See our parish 
website for detailed ‘User Guides’.  

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 Other Parish Contacts: 

Care & Concern:  
Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103 

Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

Roster: 1st & 2nd August Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Carl de Mello Lydia Chew Anne Fry 

AV Operator Mike Collier Mick Denton Olivia Brown 

Readers C. Peta Grandin 
1. Clive D’Silva 
2. David Crowley 

C. Pauline Angus 
1. Zach Smith 
2. Maria Chamberlain 

C. Vickie Routledge 
1. Margaret Connors 
2. Anne Fry 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Joyce Lyster 
Lyndal Bray-Claridge 

Lydia Chew 
Jim Nathan 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Kevin Fry 

Musicians Tim Geoff & Robyn Elizabeth 

Cleaning Group:  2 Brian and Janice Mason, Jeffrey Aranha, Diane McKeone, Murray Wickman 

This week - 26th to 31st July:  Sacristan: Helena Cha & Peter Jeong  Counting: Bob’s Group 
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http://www.domorebemore.trueau.com/
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/a_AjCnx1V8I90Nxt9MKWG?domain=entertainmentbook.com.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/a_AjCnx1V8I90Nxt9MKWG?domain=entertainmentbook.com.au
mailto:sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.webgatetec.parishgiving
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/parishgiving/id1505667807?ls=1


 

 


