
  

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

27th December 2020 
 

Readings: Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3   Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19    Luke 2:22-40 
 

Looking back at 2020, a very challenging year 
 

Today we are celebrating the solemnity of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph. It is the last Sunday of the year. Five days later, 2020 will come 
to an end. 2020 has been a very difficult time for all of us due to COVID-19, 
including St Peter’s Parish, our common spiritual family. However, with 
God’s guidance and grace, together with all of you, our parish has 
successfully been through this year. On this special feast of the Church, let 
us look back at 2020 and see how God’s wonders worked in our spiritual 
family during the year.  

Firstly, our liturgical celebration has never stopped even during the most 
difficult time. In March, the parish church building was closed to the public. 
All our parishioners were not able to attend Mass in the church. Thankfully, 
the Archdiocese encouraged all parish priests to celebrate one Mass every 
Sunday but only readers were allowed to attend. I celebrated the Mass at 
9am on Sundays as we normally have Mass at that time. The Mass intention 
was for the spiritual benefits of all our parishioners. Later, with the gradual 
easing of COVID restrictions, the numbers of Mass and its attendees 
increased. When we could have 20 people in the church, we started having 
music. Recently, altar servers have come back to serve as well. Last week, 
we joyfully and successfully celebrated Christmas, the birth of our Lord. As 
a Catholic parish, liturgical celebration is always the most important part of 
our community life. We thank God that our liturgical celebration has been 
going well.  

Secondly, the finance of many parishes in our Archdiocese have been 
affected by COVID-19 very badly in 2020. Of course, the finance of our 
parish has suffered a lot from the pandemic, too. As our Parish Financial 
Council reported a few weeks ago, our collection has reduced by about 
28%, compared to the same period of last year. Nevertheless, we, as a 
parish, can still survive financially. As I said before, our parishioners have 
been very generous, especially during the COVID period. Some new 
parishioners started giving; others have increased the amount of their 
regular giving; and others even came to our parish in person and handed 
some cash to the parish staff. With the efforts made by all of us, our finance 
stays positive so far. Let us thank God for our generous parishioners.  

Thirdly, there has been much extra work to be done since the outbreak of 
the virus: sanitising the church after each Mass or service; resetting of the 
seating; marshalling; ushering and more. Thankfully, we have a wonderful 
team here: our parish staff; parish office support group; co-ordinators of 
ministry groups and their team members. They all have helped and 
cooperated. All our parishioners have showed their understanding, support 
and cooperation, too. Particularly, I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Julie and Jo. Both of them have been very patient, thoughtful, 
responsible and cautious when handling the challenging situation during 
COVID period. Without the hard work of both Jo and Julie, I wouldn’t think 
we could have made it. Let us thank our Good God for these wonderful 
people in our parish.                  (Continued on page 2) 

 



    

December In our parish this week 

Mon 28th  
The Holy Innocents 

8.00am Mass 
               

Tues 29th      8.00am Mass 
   

Wed 30th  6.30am Mass 
 
 

Thurs 31st      No Mass 
 
 

Fri 1st 

January 

Solemnity of Mary, 
The Holy Mother of God 

(New Year’s Day) 
9.30am Mass 
 
 

Sat 2nd   
January      

Saint Basil & Saint Gregory 
5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
Vigil Mass for Sunday: 
6.00pm Mass  
 
 

Sun 3rd  
January   

 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
9.00am Mass  
6.00pm Mass 
  
 

 

Youth Update:  
Our youth events for 2020 have finished up but we 
will be back in January running a high school youth 
group fortnightly during the school term on Sunday 
nights from 7-8:30pm. In 2021 we will be also 
having a social young adults (18-35 year olds)  
catch up once a month and a more formative faith 
and life discussion catch up once a month.  
 

If you would like more information, please contact 
our youth coordinator Olivia using the email: 
youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au or via our 
Instagram @rochedaleyouth 
  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
God Bless, Olivia 

 

God’s Word 2021- Liturgical Diaries  
Readings & Reflections for every day of the 
 year. $12. Great Christmas gift idea! 
 

Break Open the Word 2021: An excellent  
resource for readers $22. 
 

Laudato Si: Only a few copies left. See Jo or Julie 
 

A good document on Christian marriage and family 
 

As we are celebrating the solemnity of the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I would like to introduce you to 
an apostolic exhortation. The document was promulgated 
on 22nd November 1981, by Pope Saint John Paul II. It is 
titled Familiaris Consortio, meaning the fellowship of the 
family. The subtitle for the document is On the Role of the 
Christian Family in the Modern World.  
 

This apostolic exhortation stresses the position of 
the Catholic Church on the meaning and role 
of marriage and the family, and outlines the challenges 
towards realizing that Christian ideal. Based on love, the 
pope emphasised four general tasks for the family: 
 

1) forming a community of persons; 
2) serving life; 
3) participating in the development of society; 
4) sharing in the life and mission of the Church. (17) 
 

At the end of the document, the pope particularly invoked 
the protection of the Holy Family of Nazareth. Below are 
the exact words of the pope.  
 

“St Joseph was ‘a just man,’ a tireless worker, the upright 
guardian of those entrusted to his care. May he always 
guard, protect and enlighten families.” …“May the Virgin 
Mary, who is the Mother of the Church, also be the 
Mother of ‘the Church of the home.’” … “May Christ the 
Lord, the Universal King, the King of Families, be present 
in every Christian home as He was at Cana, bestowing 
light, joy, serenity and strength.” …“I entrust each family 
to Him, to Mary, and to Joseph.” (86) 
 

In light of the teaching of Pope Saint John Paul II, let us 
try to fulfil the four tasks, learn from the holy family and 
form a wonderful Christian family.  
      Fr Baiyi 

 

Care & Concern: Wishing all volunteers and  
families and parishioners a very happy and  
blessed Christmas. We pray 2021 will be kind.   
Thank you very much for your support.  

Care & Concern Ministry 

 St Vinnies News: For sale from the Piety Stall –  
Columban Calendars for 2021 $9  
 

 

Electronic Deposits: If anyone would like 
to donate to St. Vincent de Paul please 
 use the following account: BSB 064-786    
 Account No. 100026100    Agent No. 8071 
 

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website 
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au 

 

                                     Thank you to all lay 
                                     ministers who supported 
                                     the Christmas Masses.  

I know it is an honour and privilege to be a minister at    
St Peter’s but I can’t thank you enough for making our 
Christmas Masses so reverent and successful. COVID-
19 has not been easy but I am extremely grateful for your 
support and patience throughout the year. If there is 
anyone who is interested in joining one of our Ministry 
groups, please contact me. 

Jo Cullen, Lay Ministry Co-ordinator 
 
 

 
Readings for next weekend:  

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Isaiah 60:1-6  Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 
 

Reflection continued from page 1: 

Dear friends, there are many other good things that have happened in our parish this 
year - too many to mention all of them in this reflection. Our parish has been doing well 
this year, even though it has been a hard one. We know that this is all a result of God’s 
wonderful works. Let us not only thank God, but also continue to rely on him and build 
our common spiritual home even better in 2021.     Fr Baiyi 

 

Wishing all in 

our Parish 

Family a 

Happy & 

Healthy 2021. 

mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marriage_(Catholic_Church)
http://www.stpetersrochedale.org.au/


  

    

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Edie Smith, Bruce Van Der Meer 
 

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Jodie Louise Ryan, Vera Adcock, Hilary Dempsey, Maurice Malloy,  
Leonard Stitt, John Bray, Christine Fitz-Gibbon, Jan Cuskelly, Betty Simpson, Betsy May Burton,  
Flo Beechworth, Warren Jackson, Joan Marrianan, Jennifer Ann Lee, Ronald Connors, Kathleen Murray, 
 Daniel Lourigan, John Mackintosh, Anne Praske, Fr Tom Concannon, Ludlow Pettiford, Angelina Cho,  
Anthony Winter, Thomas Power, Colin Simpson, Eileen Naughton 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Kathy Jensen, Cecilia Lai, Sharon Peisley, Colin Dixon,  
Bill Justo, Angeline Ta’ale, Colin Blackley, Catherine Brown, Gillian van Rooyen, Merlene Muldoon,  
Stan Gainfort, Stephen Land, Melissa Vink, Olga & Diego Tagini 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     
 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please book your free tickets 

at https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. Select tickets for each 
family member attending, including infants. Bookings close at 11am 
each Friday before the relevant weekend Mass. If you do not have 
access to a computer or have any difficulty with booking, phone the 
Parish Office. On arrival at Mass, have your name checked off the list by 
the Marshall at the main church doors. 
 

Weekday Masses: Weekday Masses do not require pre-booking. 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St Stephen 8am Monday to 
Friday and 8am and 10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw. 
  

The Catholic Leader: You can sign up to receive your free weekly 
digital newspaper here. 
 

If you know a young person aged 9 to 16 years who would like to 
receive the Sacraments, please contact the Parish Office.  
 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who is isolating would 
like to chat, please contact Lynn on 0403 051 103 
 
 
 

 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since 
March, our income from collections at 
Mass and Planned Giving is down by 
over 28%. We would be very grateful, 
if you are able, to please continue to 
support the Parish financially. 
Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you 
would like to direct transfer your 
Planned Giving to our bank account, 
our BSB is 064-786 and Account 
number is 007021101. Please use 
your surname and Planned Giving (or 
PG) as reference.  
Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please 
contact the Office to set these up. 
‘Parish Giving’ App: You will need 
to create an account the first time 
you log in and select your favourite 
parish, St Peter’s Catholic Parish 
Rochedale! The logo to look for is a 
yellow and white cross forming a 
circle on a purple background.  
See our parish  
website for  
detailed  
‘User Guides’.  
Tap & Go Donations: Try our new 
donation terminal in the church: 
 $5 donation to St Peter’s per swipe. 
 

Roster: 2nd & 3rd January Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Mark Connolly Lydia Chew Jo Cullen 

AV Operator David Crowley Julie Hondroudakis Mike Collier 

Readers C. Jo Cullen 
1. Neil Ballment 
2. Joyce Lyster 

C. Alan Vigor 
1. Arthur Leow 
2. Stephanie Lenihan 

C. Raylee Burns 
1. Bob Burns 
2. Cessarina Gigante 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Carl de Mello 
Shelagh Ballment 

Joan  De Netto 
Anne Scanlon 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Ann Maree Collier 

Musicians Elizabeth  Tim 

Cleaning Group 5:  Neil Mone, Dona Thomas, Telesia Naupoto, Julie Hondroudakis, Judith Littlefield, Kathy Winter 

This week – 27th December to 3rd January:   Sacristan: Celine Phillips   Counting: Mike’s Group 

 

SPEND TIME WITH GOD EVERY MORNING  
Sign up to receive the Daily Gospel Reflection. These  
reflections are mailed to your inbox at  6am each day  
(Monday to Friday) and are just a three minute read that  
could be done over breakfast, intended to invite you into  
prayer. Written by Catholic lay people (men and women from the team 
at Evangelisation Brisbane), for Catholic lay people  
about the gospel of the day to help you start your day with  
God. Subscribe via the Evangelisation Brisbane website 
https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/daily-reflections/ 
or simply scan the QR code 

mailto:sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS
http://www.archbne.org/bzw
https://catholicleader.com.au/covid19free
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http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/daily-reflections/


 

 


