
 

    18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

2nd August 2020 

  

Readings: Isaiah 55:1-3     Romans 8:35, 37-39      Matthew 14;13-21  
 

Two weeks ago, I wrote a reflection on married life inspired by the COVID-

19 period. This pandemic has been affecting our lives so much that we have 

to adjust many things in order to prevent the spread of the virus. Everything 

has two sides. There might be something about this period from which we 

can learn. That’s why we believe that it might be good for us to reflect on 

COVID-19 itself and whatever happens during this period. For other people, 

they can do this socially, politically, and economically. For Christians, we 

can do this liturgically, spiritually, theologically, and indeed, in a spirit of 

evangelisation. I invite all of you to reflect and, if you are interested, write 

down your thoughts and send them to us. We may use your reflection or part 

of it in our newsletter. Below is a reflection written by Stephanie Lenihan. 

Steph, you did a great job, thank you.                      Fr Baiyi 

 

COVID-19: My Thoughts 

Given that St Peter’s has always seemed like my second home (we even 
named our 1st child after St Peter’s parish so strong was the connection we felt), 
the answer to the question “What have you missed most during this COVID 
thing?” is easy. I missed my church community. 

Sure, I was in face to face contact with my “first family” throughout most of the 
isolation time but a big chunk of my life is centred around St Peter’s. When we 
were not able to attend Masses, partake in activities or even meetings I felt 
quite lost. Others were happy that they’d finally found time to clean out that 
cupboard or wash their windows. I’m afraid such chores just didn’t cut it with 
me. Housework is necessary but not amusing. I usually love to get out into the 
yard and do gardening – even this didn’t interest me. Being somewhat of an 
extrovert who needs other people around to motivate them, what I craved was 
contact with my church family. 

Watching Sunday Mass live streamed was a blessing of our digital time but it’s 
just not the same as physical attendance. I did become more prayerful during 
the isolation phase – it’s the longest I’ve stuck at saying a daily decade of the 
rosary. But the day I received word that we were re-starting Mass, albeit for only 
5 people including Father, it was like the jail gate being flung open. Week by 
week rules changed – 5 became 10 became 20 and now 100. For me, it’s so 
exciting to stand at the doors of our beautiful church on the weekend and 
welcome back those who belong to our wonderful family - those whom I haven’t 
seen for so long. Week by week more familiar faces appear and I keep looking 
forward to the day when all are back and we don’t have to keep our distance 
anymore. I even look forward to the day when there’s a stack of washing up 
because we’ve been allowed to have a cuppa and chat on our veranda. 

COVID has made me appreciate things I used to grizzle about. It’s made me 
appreciate my St Peter’s family even more. 

Thank you God for St Peter’s parishioners and for freedom!! 

Stephanie Lenihan 
 

 Readings for next weekend:  19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1 Kings 19:9, 11-13        Romans 9:1-5        Matthew 14:22-33  

 



  

Booking in to attend weekend Masses at 6pm 
Saturday, 9am Sunday or 6pm Sunday go to 
https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS.  
 

August In our parish this week 

Sat 8th  St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
5.00pm Reconciliation  
Vigil Mass for Sunday: 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 
 

Sun 9th  

 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Mass (max 100 people) 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 
 

 

Visit our Website www.stpetersrochedale.org.au 
and click on ‘Stay Connected’ to find the latest 
updates and links.  
 

Friday 14th August is the Ekka Show Day public 
holiday this year. Rosary 9am and Mass 9.30am 
will be as normal. Following Mass, around 
10.30am, we would like to organise a Parish 
Community walk around the local area for any 
people who are interested. Perhaps after the walk 
we could go for coffee or lunch at a local coffee 
shop.  Please contact the Parish Office with 
expressions of interest. 
 

Mass for the Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary: Saturday 15th August at 
9am. Tickets https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. 
 

The Catholic Leader due to COVID-19 is currently 
offered free. You can sign up to receive your 
weekly digital newspaper here. 
 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St 
Stephen 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and 
10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw.  
Channel 10 televises Mass at 6am on Sunday. 
 
 Youth Update:  
High School: (7-8:30pm in the Parish Centre)  

 August 15th and 29th    

 September 12th  
With the restrictions currently in place I ask that if 
you/your child are planning on attending one of 
these events that you please RSVP to Olivia, 
whether that be via email, Instagram or phone.  
Email: youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Instagram: @rochedaleyouth  

 

 

A Saintly Word - Saint Alphonsus Liguori 
Saturday August 1 is the Memorial of St Alphonsus Liguori. 
  

Who was Saint Alphonsus Liguori? –  
Alphonsus (1696 – 1787) was born near Naples, Italy.  
He was well educated commencing law studies at 13. 
 By 16 he obtained his doctorate in civil and canon law at 
Naples University and commenced practice as a legal 
advocate at 19. Alphonsus lived life to the full enjoying 
society life, entertainment, fashion and music. 
 

His Passion for God and People – Alphonsus was 
raised in pious home, but at 27 had a life altering 
experience while visiting the local Hospital for Incurables. 
He twice heard the words, “Leave the world and give 
yourself to me.” While his father tried to dissuade him, he 
was ordained at 30 and spent the next 6 years giving 
missions throughout Naples particularly to the poor.  
 

Founder of The Redemptorists - In 1732 at 35, he was 
no longer comfortable living apart from the poor, so he 
with others, began the Congregation of the Most Holy 
Redeemer, commonly known as the Redemptorists. Pope 
St John Paul II said Alphonsus was ‘a close friend of the 
people . . . a missionary who went in search of the most 
abandoned souls . . . a founder who wanted a group 
which would make a radical option in favour of the lowly . 
. . a bishop whose house was open to all.’ Alphonsus was 
also a prolific author, composer, musician and poet. 
  

A Prayerful Word for Our Souls from Alphonsus 
‘Acquire the habit of speaking to God as if you were alone 
with Him, familiarly and with confidence and love, as to 
the dearest and most loving of friends. Speak to Him 
often of your business, your plans, your troubles, your 
fears— of everything that concerns you. Converse with 
Him confidently and frankly; for God is not wont to speak 
to a soul that does not speak to Him.’ 
 

 What takes your attention in Alphonsus’ words? 
 How might you pray and live this in the coming week?   

Adapted From 
Who was Saint Alphonsus Liguori?  
https://saintalphonsusph.org/who-was-saint-alphonsus-liguori.  
St. Alphonsus Marie Liguori, Catholic Online: Saints and Angels, 
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=1284.  
Pope John Paul II, in Our Founder, St. Alphonsus Liguori, The 
Redemptorists, 
https://redemptorists.net/redemptorists/saints/alphonsus/. 

Faith Enrichment Group 

Introducing A Saintly Word. Each week in August we will 
focus on one of the saints celebrated this month, providing a 
little background and a quote to use for reflection and 
personal prayer.                            Faith Enrichment Group 

 

Dear parishioners, 
Due to the recent three confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the Southside of Brisbane, for the safety of our parishioners, 
our parish and some other parishes in our deanery have decided to cancel Masses for this weekend, weekday Masses 
and meetings for the next week until Saturday 8th August. We are very sorry for any inconvenience caused.  
 

Again, I will be celebrating a Mass for the people of St Peter’s parish at 9am on Sunday without congregation. You are 
invited to pray with us at the same time at your home. There are Sunday readings and family prayers on our Website 
for your convenience. You can watch Mass online or TV as you did some time ago.  
 

During this period, we will closely watch how the situation develops and will inform you our decision on the parish 
life after 8th August, 2020 on Friday. Please check our newsletter or website for updates. 
 

As you know, this decision hasn’t been made easily. We understand that so many of you really would like to attend 
Mass in our parish church and receive Holy Communion physically. However, we believe, for keeping our 
parishioners safe, nothing would be too much or overreacting. In prayer, let us continue to be reunited as a Catholic 
community. With God’s love, let us take heart and stay positive. Thank you and God bless you.   Fr Baiyi 

https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS
http://www.stpetersrochedale.org.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS
https://catholicleader.com.au/covid19free
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mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
https://saintalphonsusph.org/who-was-saint-alphonsus-liguori
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=1284
https://redemptorists.net/redemptorists/saints/alphonsus/


  

    

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Howard Tracey, James Arcus, Ann Yu, Ian Thompson, Tony McDonald,  
Eugenia Letkiewicz 
  

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Michael Kerslake, Thomas Flanagan, George Kirehner, Tom Curtin, 
Agatha Thien, Elizabeth Field, Blanche Naughton, Jane Doyle, Arthur McKenna, Mary White, Patrick Naughton, 
Julia Smith, Vivienne Broomell, Alfred Duffey, Ella Dixon, Perry Tzavellas, James Murray, Forde Ewart,  
John Scott, Kathleen Smyth, Hilda Thomson, Raymond, Littlefield, Narelle Cogliati, Lora Doyle, Arthur Thorley,  
Norman Ritchie, Noel Cooper, Kenneth MacDonald, Anne Crowe, Mons. Vince Cleary, Shirley Bond,  
Hendrina ‘Hetty’ Peeters, Shaofen Li, Neville ‘Neddy’ Lilly 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Mary Naughton, Catherine Brown, Gillian van Rooyen, 
Merlene Muldoon,  Ann Swinnerton, Stan Gainfort, Bob Devere, Anne Marie Kelleher, Stephen Land,  
Melissa Vink, Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Paolo, Olga & Diego Tagini, Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

10 days for Peace Prayer for Nuclear Disarmament 
This year we are observing the 75th Anniversary of 
Hiroshima on 6th August and Nagasaki 9th August. Every 
year the Catholic Church in Japan observes 10 Days of 
Prayer for Peace from the 6th August to the 15th August.  
The Australian Catholic community is called to mark the 
Ten Days for Peace in solidarity with the church in Japan. 
    Lord of all creation, make us instruments of your peace. 
    Let us learn the lessons of the past, and put an end to 
    nuclear weapons. 
    Where there is hatred, let us sow love. 
    May our love for each other and for all creation leave no 
    place for making or owning weapons of mass destruction. 
    Where there is injury, let us be bearers of your healing 
   and pardon. 
    Where there is doubt, let us foster faith in you. 
    May we let the weapons fall from our hands and know 
    that you are God. 
    Where there is despair, let us hold up hope. 
    May our lives reflect your love in the face of violence, 
    knowing that love is stronger than death. 
    Where there is darkness, let us be bearers of your light. 
    May our choices show that peace is possible. 
    Where there is sadness, let us bring the joy of the Gospel.  
    Amen    Social Justice Group 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: We would be very 
grateful, if you are able, to please continue to 
support the Parish financially. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: Our parish BSB is 
064-786 and Account number is 007021101. 
Please use your surname and Planned Giving 
(or PG) as reference.  
 

Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please contact 
the Parish Office to set these up 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App You will need to create an 
account the first time you log in and select your 
favourite parish, St Peter’s Catholic Parish 
Rochedale! The logo to look for is a yellow and 
white cross forming a circle 
on a purple background.  
See our parish Website  for detailed  
‘User Guides’.  

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 Other Parish Contacts: 

Care & Concern:  
Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103 

Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

Roster: 8th & 9th August Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Mark Connolly Lydia Chew Malcolm Carroll 

AV Operator David Crowley Arthur Leow Olivia Brown 

Readers C. Lyndal Bray-Claridge 
1. Joyce Lyster 
2. Shelagh Ballment 

C. Megan Philpott 
1. Jada Nathan 
2. Jackson Sabu 

C. Raylee Burns 
1. Bob Burns 
2. Jo Cullen 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Joseph Varkey 
Carl de Mello 

Danny Vaihu 
Alan Scanlon 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Mel McKay 

Musicians Elizabeth Rita Carmel 

Cleaning Group:  3 Basil and Julie Britto 

This week – 2nd  to 7th August:   Sacristan: Suma Joseph   Counting: Carl’s Group 

 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know 
who is isolating would like to chat, please 
contact Lynn on 0403051103.  
St Thomas More College Virtual Visitor’s 
Evening Tuesday 18 August at 6.00pm. 
Register at www.DoMoreBeMore.trueau.com. 
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