
 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

30th August 2020 

  

Readings: Jeremiah 20:7-9      Romans 12:1-2          Matthew 16:21-27 

Social Justice Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Every year the Australian Bishops produce a statement which addresses issues 
of great importance in the life of our nation. This year it is mental health:  
“To Live Life To The Full: Mental Health In Australia Today”. 
 

“Mental health is a state of well-being in which the individual realises his or her 
own abilities, can cope with normal stresses of life, can work productively and 
fruitfully, and is able to make a contribution to his or her community” (SJS, page 3) 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic is putting stress on the mental health of many people. 
We realise that we are not in control. Our daily routines have been disrupted. 
People have lost jobs and income and are placed under enormous pressure to 
provide for themselves and their families. Isolation is challenging for those who 
are old and lonely and dangerous for those who live in situations of family strife 
or domestic violence. Our places of worship, that provide spiritual sustenance 
to many, have closed and are only slowly being reopened. We are social beings 
and rely on bonds of family, friends and community to face the challenges of 
life. The pandemic has robbed us of the bonds that sustain us. There is anxiety 
and fear of the unknown in the community and people need understanding and 
support. 
 

From the Australian Bishops comes a timely message in the context of COVID-
19 encouraging faith communities, governments and each one of us to make 
mental health a priority. 
 

However, even prior to the challenges of the pandemic there were many in our 
community suffering from mental ill- health. Poverty, homelessness, lack of 
personal security and safety, stigma and discrimination are all significant 
contributors to mental ill-health issues. The vulnerable and disadvantaged are 
at greater risk of falling through the gaps, particularly now. So often do we hear 
the phrase “We are all in this together”. It will only be true if we extend the 
necessary quality of care particularly to those who are overlooked, sidelined or 
excluded.      … Continued on page 3 

 

 Jesus, you invite us all into the fullness of life. 
May we support one another to flourish in body, 

mind and spirit. 
Strengthen our commitment to ensure that nobody 

falls through gaps in our systems of care. 
 

People called you mad. 
Help us to recognise you in those who suffer mental 

ill-health today. 
Show us how to eliminate stigmatisation of mental  

ill-health from our parishes, schools, communities and 
organisations. 

 

You drew near to those who were suffering in body or 
mind. 

May we too feel your nearness when we struggle with 
mental health challenges. 

May we be one as members of Your Body. 
 

You invite us to share in your ministry of love and true 
compassion. 

May we be empowered by your Spirit to reach out to 
all people in need. 

May we build communities of welcome and inclusion. 
Amen 



  

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: If you would 
like to attend Mass at St Peter’s at 6pm Saturday, 9am 
Sunday or 6pm Sunday please go to the Try Booking 
site https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. Tickets are free. 
Please select tickets for each family member attending, 
including babies. You will receive a confirmation email 
once you have completed your booking. Bookings are 
open now for weekend Masses up to September. 
Bookings close at 11am each Friday before the 
relevant weekend Mass. If you do not have access to a 
computer or have any difficulty with booking online for 
Weekend Masses, please phone the Parish Office and 
we will book for you. 
 
When you arrive at the Church for Mass, please present 
yourself to the Marshall at the main church doors who will 
note your attendance. 
 

September In our parish this week 

Mon 31st 
August    

8.00am Mass (max 100 people) 

Tues 1st   8.00am Mass with children 
(max 100 people) 
 

Wed 2nd  6.30am Mass (max 100 people) 
 
 

Thurs 3rd    Saint Gregory the Great 
No Mass 
 

Fri 4th    8:30am Rosary 
9.00am Adoration of the Blessed       
            Sacrament (max 100 people) 
9.00am–9:20am Reconciliation available  

9:30am Mass (max 100 people) 
 
 

Sat 5th     5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
Vigil Mass for Sunday: 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 
 
 

Sun 6th   

 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Mass (max 100 people) 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 
 
 

 

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website 
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au and click on ‘Stay 
Connected’ to find the latest updates and links.  
 

St Peter’s Coffee Gathering 
Wednesday 9th September 10am - 11am.  
During this time, we often feel that we miss  
out on a friendly chat over a cup of tea or coffee.  
We have booked two tables of 5 at the  
Midnight Bandit Café, Parfrey Rd, Rochedale.  
Coffee and cake $8.00. 
You can be assured of good company and a few 
laughs. Phone Jo Cullen 0419733878 to reserve a 
seat for yourself & to arrange transport if needed. 
 

Share the Dignity:  Our parish is collecting 
donations of sanitary items for homeless and at-
risk women and girls until the end of August. 
 
 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who 
is isolating would like to chat, please contact Lynn 
on 0403 051 103.  
 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St 
Stephen 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and 
10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw.  
Channel 10 televises Mass at 6am on Sunday. 
 

The Catholic Leader due to COVID-19 is currently 
offered free. You can sign up to receive your 
weekly digital newspaper here. 

Youth Update:  
High School: (7-8:30pm in the Parish Centre)  

 August 29th    

 September 12th  
With the restrictions currently in place I ask that if 
you/your child are planning on attending one of 
these events that you please RSVP to Olivia, 
whether that be via email, Instagram or phone.  
Email: youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Instagram: @rochedaleyouth  

 

 

Readings for next weekend:   
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ezekiel 33:7-9  Romans 13:8-10   Matthew 18:15-20 

 

A Saintly Word – St Augustine of Hippo, Africa 
Friday, August 28 is the Memorial of St Augustine of Hippo 
 

Who was Saint Augustine? – Augustine (354 - 430) 
was born in Tagaste, Algeria of a non-believing father 
and devout mother who ensured he received a quality 
education. Upon adulthood he became, as Pope Francis 
says ‘a man who had made it, he had everything’, yet he 
had abandoned his faith and was living wildly.  
 

His mother Monica prayed fervently for his soul, and at 
the age of 32, Augustine experienced a deep conversion 
after reading the life of St Anthony of the Desert. His life 
changed spectacularly. He pursued a monastic life, 
became a priest, a bishop, and wrote over two hundred 
books and nearly a thousand other works. He is deemed 
one of the most significant theologians in Church history. 
 

Pope Francis on Augustine – Pope Francis reflects on 
St Augustine’s famous words to God, ‘You have made us 
for yourself, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.’  
Francis then identifies ‘three kinds of restlessness that 
Augustine asks us to awaken and to keep alive in our 
own existence … the restlessness of spiritual seeking, 
the restlessness of the encounter with God, the 
restlessness of love. Francis then prays, ‘Let us ask the 
Lord … that he keep in our hearts the spiritual 
restlessness that prompts us to seek him always, the 
restlessness to proclaim him courageously, the 
restlessness of love for every brother and sister. So be it.’ 
 

A Prayerful Word for Our Souls from Augustine 
“What does love look like? It has the hands to help 
others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It 
has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear 
the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks 
like.”  
 

 What takes your attention as you read the words of 
Pope Francis and St Augustine? What restlessness 
might God be stirring in your own soul? 

 Over the week, talk to God about it. Listen to how He 
might be leading you. 
 

Adapted From 
1.  Augustine of Hippo, Confessions. 
http://www.catholicdigest.com/from-the-magazine/quiet-moment/st-
augustine-what-does-love-look-like/ 
 

2.  Pope Francis, Homily, August 28 2013, Basilica of St. Augustine in 
Campo Marzio, Rome. 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2013/documents/papa-
francesco_20130828_ capitolo-sant-agostino.html 
 

3. St Augustine, https://www.augustinian.org/saint-augustine 
 

4.  St Augustine, https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint/st-augustine-
573  
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Tadashi Tashiro, Flavia Maria Pedroso, Bubba Bahityah, Colleen Craike,  
Damian Champion, Mick Ring 
  

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Desmond Talbot, Josephine Reilly, Ruby McCormick, George Wiltshire,  
William Cummings, Norma Spearritt, Molly Belfield, Vera Hobson, Bertha Ann Kelly, Dan Cummins, Maude Loth, 
Alan Simmins, Jack Macartney, Thomas O’Brien, Anne Viola, Aline de Baritault, Lillian Rose Funk,  
Leslie McLachlan, Alice Harvison, Mariah Egan, Jennifer Johnstone, Kevin Sorohan, Johannes “John” van Hoof, 
Roy Bevan, Mary Hanson, Bernard Burke, Thomas White, Edward Lynch, Anthony Aliprandi, Ursula Knuth 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: John Bevan, Mary Naughton, Catherine Brown, 
 Gillian van Rooyen, Merlene Muldoon, Ann Swinnerton, Stan Gainfort, Anne Marie Kelleher, Stephen Land, 
Melissa Vink, Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Paolo, Olga & Diego Tagini, Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since March 
when COVID-19 forced us into lockdown, our 
income from collections at Mass and Planned 
Giving is down by over 30%. We would be 
very grateful, if you are able, to please 
continue to support the Parish financially. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you would like to 
direct transfer your Planned Giving to our 
bank account, our BSB is 064-786 and 
Account number is 007021101. Please use 
your surname and Planned Giving (or PG) as 
reference.  
 

Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please contact 
the Parish Office to set these up. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App You will need to create 
an account the first time you log in and select 
your favourite parish, St Peter’s Catholic 
Parish Rochedale! The logo to look for is a 
yellow and white cross forming a circle on a 
purple background.  
See our parish website  
for detailed  
‘User Guides’.  
 

 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

Roster: 5th & 6th Sept Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Joyce Lyster Stephanie Lenihan Helen Graczyk 

AV Operator John Donohue Mick Denton Kate Guy 

Readers C. Les O’Gorman 
1. Monika Svarc (Jnr) 
2. Clive D’Silva 

C. Arthur Leow 
1. Maria Chamberlain 
2. Lydia Chew 

C. Raylee Burns  
1. Malcolm Carroll 
2. Cesarina Gigante 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Joseph Varkey 
Monika Svarc (Snr) 

Alan Scanlon 
Anne Scanlon 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Anne Fry 

Musicians Rita Bishop Carmel Northey-Cherrett  Elizabeth Fort 

Cleaning Group:  1 Lyndal Bray-Claridge, Kate Guy, Jenifa & Suresh, Deb Meggs, Nita Stratton-Funk 

This week – 30th August to 6th September:    Sacristan: Mel McKay      Counting: Carl’s Group 

 

 

Social Justice Sunday continued 

The Social Justice Statement 2020 – 2021 provides a 
comprehensive study of the present state of mental health in 
Australia. It covers the situation of the young, the families, the 
elderly, of communities in crisis such as those affected by the 
drought and bush fires, the struggle of First Nations People and 
of Refugees and Asylum Seekers. 
 

The Statement also examines the variety of government 
policies and their effectiveness or failure. Even though we are 
spending billions of dollars on mental health every year, the 
system is too complex and too disjointed to be of help to many.  
 

We recommend the Social Justice Statement to you. However, 
for the very first time only very few physical copies have been 
printed. We encourage you to read the statement on the 
internet. Simply google: Social Justice Statement 2020- 
2021. There are also 4 Podcasts you can listen to. If you have 
no access to the Internet let us know and we will print a 
Statement for you. 
 

A beautiful prayer card has also been provided for us (page 1). 
You can also find it on the internet with the Social Justice 
Statement.  
 

Dear friends, Jesus invites us all to the fullness of life (John 
10:10). May we support one another to flourish in body, mind 
and spirit. 

(Adapted from the Social Justice Statement 2020-2021) 

The Social Justice Group 
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