
 

    Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord (Year A) 

5th April 2020 

  

Readings: Entrance into Jerusalem: Matthew 21:1-11 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7         Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11  

Gospel: (The Passion) Matthew 27:11-54 
  

“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
Today marks the beginning of Holy Week, a Holy Week like no other that we 
have ever experienced with no Easter liturgies, churches closed and gatherings 
of more than two people illegal. We face quite a contrast of experiences and 
emotions in our everyday lives and also in our Gospel.  We hear the story of 
Jesus being welcomed into Jerusalem with great joy and exultation! “Hosanna!” 
they cried out.  “Hosanna in the Highest!”  Jesus was treated as He should have 
been treated.  People were excited to see Him and there was much excitement.   
But this excitement quickly turned to shock and horror as we enter more deeply 
into today’s readings.  The Gospel culminates with Jesus dying on the Cross. 
All of this tumult in the space of seven days. How things can change in one 
short week.  What happened to all the people who were shouting and praising 
Him as He entered into Jerusalem?  How could they allow Him to enter into this 
Crucifixion and death? 
 

The deepest answer to this question is one that we may not expect.  The answer 
is that the Father allowed it.  The Father allowed, by His divine will, that so many 
would turn on Him, abandon Him and allow Him to be crucified.  This is so very 
important to understand.   
 

At any time during that first Holy Week, Jesus could have exercised His divine 
power and refused to embrace His Cross.  But He didn’t.  Instead, He willingly 
walked through this week anticipating and embracing the suffering and rejection 
He received.  And He didn’t do so begrudgingly or even with regret.  He 
embraced this week willingly, choosing it as His own will. 
 

Why would He do such a thing?  Why would He choose suffering and death?  
Because in the Father’s perfect wisdom, this suffering and death was for a 
greater purpose.  God chose to confound the wisdom of the world by using His 
own suffering and Crucifixion as the perfect means of our holiness.  In this act, 
He transformed the greatest evil into the greatest good.  Now, as a result of our 
faith in this act, the crucifix hangs centrally in our churches and in our homes 
as a constant reminder that not even the greatest of evils can overcome the 
power, wisdom and love of God.  God is more powerful than death itself and 
God has the final victory even when all seems lost. 
 

Let this week give us all divine hope at this most anxious of times when our 
whole world is struggling with the Corona Virus pandemic.  So often we can be 
tempted toward discouragement and, even worse, we can be tempted toward 
despair.  But all is not lost for us either.  Nothing can ultimately steal away our 
joy unless we let it.  No hardship, no burden and no virus can conquer us if we 
remain steadfast in Christ Jesus letting Him transform all we endure in life by 
His glorious embrace of His own Cross. 
 

Reflect, this weekend, upon the contrast of emotions from Palm Sunday through 
Good Friday.  Ponder the fear, confusion and despair that many would have 
had as they saw Jesus executed.  Reflect, also, upon this being a divine act by 
which the Father permitted this grave suffering so as to use it for the greatest 
good ever known.  The Lord gave His life freely and calls you to do the same.  
Reflect upon the cross in your life.  Know that the Lord can use this for good,  
 

        (Reflection by Deacon Mike, continued on page 2) 



  

(Deacon Mike’s reflection continued.) 
bringing forth an abundance of mercy through your free embrace as you offer it to Him as a willing sacrifice.  
Blessed Holy Week!  Put your eyes upon the Lord’s Cross as well as your own. 
 

During this time of worldwide pandemic Lord, when I am tempted to despair, give me hope.  Help me to see 
your presence in all things, even in those things that are most troubling to me.  May this Holy Week transform 

my darkest moments and weakness as I surrender all to You, my God.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
Deacon Mike 

Holy Week Liturgies: Fr Baiyi will be celebrating the special days of Holy Week and praying for us and with us 
all in this difficult time. Fr Baiyi will celebrate the various Masses and ceremonies (listed below) with no 
congregation present. Please only join him in prayer from your homes. You can use the liturgies that you will 
find on our website to pray, knowing that Fr Baiyi is celebrating Mass at that same time. Some paper copies of 
these liturgies will be left in front of the main church doors near the newsletters if you prefer and these are 
especially for those who do not have internet access. For Palm Sunday this year, Archbishop Mark Coleridge 
has said that we may all use a green branch from the garden as a sign and symbol of Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem as we cannot all attend Mass as we normally would to collect a palm branch or cross. However, 
during the Palm Sunday Mass, Fr Baiyi will be blessing a small number of palm branches and these will be left 
in a basket near the church doors following Mass. Please abide by the government restrictions on social 
distancing but if you are passing by on essential travel or exercise, you could pick up a liturgy sheet, 
newsletter or piece of blessed palm. Should you choose to take one of the palms, please wash the palm branch 
when you get home in warm soapy water and then wash your hands! 
 

Parish Office hours will be reduced from this week. Staff will be working from home and will only be in the 
Parish Office one day per week. This week, being Holy Week, we will be onsite Wednesday but in following 
weeks the Office will be open Fridays. You can keep in contact with us by email or phone and we will endeavour 
to contact you back as soon as possible. In case of an emergency you can contact Fr Baiyi on 0481 975 660. 
 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: As we are currently missing the cash component of our Planned Giving each week, 
we would be very grateful, if you are able, to please continue to support the Parish financially. 
Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you would like to direct transfer your Planned Giving to our bank account, our BSB 
is 064-786 and Account number is 007021101. Please use your surname and Planned Giving (or PG) as 
reference. You can set this up yourself on any device where you can access your online banking. 
Or via Credit Card: Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email as we can either set up a monthly 
credit card donation or do an individual case by case donation of as little as $5.00 over the phone. 
Direct Debit: Please contact us to set up Direct Debit through the Archdiocesan Development Fund. 
  

 
Celebrate Holy Week at Home 

Times to think of Fr Baiyi in prayer will be:  
 

Palm Sunday 5th April 9.00am 
Holy Thursday 9th April 7.30pm 
Good Friday 10th April 3.00pm 
Easter Vigil Saturday 11th April 7.00pm 
Easter Sunday 12th April 9.00am 
Pray with Fr Baiyi in your homes at these times. 

Living Lent – Praying with the Cross of Christ . . .   
In these changing and challenging times, we are invited to 
consider ways to celebrate Holy Week in our hearts and in 
our homes.  
Our traditional Good Friday liturgy contains the reading of the 
Passion, the praying of intercessions and the Adoration of the 
Holy Cross. All present are invited to ‘behold the wood of the 
Cross’ as it is carried and unveiled. During a very powerful 
time of prayer and reflection, all come forward to reverence or 
venerate the Cross.  
 

Some ideas for Praying with the Cross of Christ in your home. 
Create … a Holy Week Space in your home or garden with a 
cross, Bible, and candle. The cross could be fashioned from 
two sticks or branches woven together with rope or wool. 
 

Gaze … upon the cross and pray these words and add words 
from your heart … Behold the wood of the Cross... 
  

Hold … the Cross of Christ in your hands, pray for what 
needs to be transformed in our world, our Church and our 
hearts. Pass the cross around if you are gathered as a family. 
Pray the prayer (in the box to the left) 
 

Spend … time in silent prayer. Reverence the cross by 
showing a suitable sign e.g.  a bow, a genuflection or a 
blessing with hands outstretched, pray the Sign of the Cross. 
  

O Jesus crucified, for us you suffered, 
for us you died on the cross. 

 

Adapted from Be Opened: A Journey to New Life, 2020 Evangelisation 
Brisbane, Archdiocese of Brisbane. (page 54) 

Faith Enrichment Group 

Good Friday Prayer 
May the Cross of Christ heal our world . . . 

Christ be our healing light 

May the Cross of Christ heal all brokenness . . 

Christ be our healing light. 

May the Cross of Christ heal all division . . . 

Christ be our healing light. 

May the Cross of Christ heal all abuse . . . 

Christ be our healing light. 

May the Cross of Christ heal all inequality . . . 

Christ be our healing light. 

May the Cross of Christ heal all greed . . . 

Christ be our healing light 

May the Cross of Christ heal all grief and 
sorrow …. 

Christ be our healing light. 
 

Adapted from Be Opened: A Journey to New Life, 2020 
Evangelisation Brisbane, Archdiocese of Brisbane.(page 54) 

 



  

 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who is housebound or 
facing difficulties during these challenging times and would like to 
receive a phone call from Care & Concern, please contact Lynn 
0403051103 or the Parish Office 33414421. 
God bless you all, look out for another and let us stand united 
together in prayer, love and hope. 

Youth Update:  Rochedale Youth has  
moved to a fully online presence. 
For more information, contact Olivia, our  
Youth Ministry Co-ordinator via email at 
youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au. 
Follow us on Instagram: @rochedaleyouth 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died:  Dr Catherine Hamlin, Kathleen Larsen (Monica O’Leary’s sister), Archangela Dibella,  
Archbishop John Bathersby, Winston Van Rooyen (Joyce Lyster’s brother), Noel McDonnell 
  

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Dudley Maloney, Margot Vizmanos-Tovera, Jessie White, Elaine Fitzgibbons, 
Philomena Herrmann, George White, Ellen ‘Nell’ Elliott, Kenneth Morris, Kevin Thorley, Kerry Routledge,  
Lyn Murray, Thomas Ray, Seiuli Foutanu, Alice Mitchell, Cyril Cooper, Charles Steiner, Nita J Hammond 
  

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:  Ursula Williamson, Beryl Ryan, Lori Hodder, Elmor Kotzur, 
Kevin Fry, Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa, Morris Mirabito, Garry Capper, Paolo, Olga & Diego Tagini  
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                      

 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St Stephen 8am and 10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw. 
Thursday’s Chrism Mass will be livestreamed at 10am. Channel 10 televises Mass at 6am on Sunday. 
  

Liturgies for you at Home: Please check out our Parish Website www.stpetersrochedale.org.au and click on 
‘Stay Connected’. Inside you will find the latest updates and links to the live streamed Mass from the Cathedral 
as well as Liturgies for you to be able to use at home. With grateful thanks to the staff of Liturgy Brisbane and 
Evangelisation Brisbane who are preparing and sharing these with us, you can find the prayers, readings and 
reflections of the Sunday in one document as well as another family version to share with young children. 
 

The Catholic Leader: Read the latest news from the Catholic Leader for free at www.catholicleader.com.au. 
  

Share the Dignity: Thank you to all who donated sanitary products needed to help homeless and at-risk 
women and girls. The donations we received will be given to the charity as soon as it is safe to do so.  
 

Entertainment Books are now 100% digital. Your membership lasts for 12 months from the date of activation 
and can be shared on several devices between your family members. Memberships can still be used at 
hundreds of business that offer takeaway, online shopping and essential services in local areas. These are 
being updated daily with restaurants and cafés wanting to offer takeaway deals. 
Visit www.entbook.com.au/2224e97 to purchase your Membership and help St Peter’s Parish fundraising. 
 

Iona Passion Play 2020 Cancelled: We hope to see you next year!  Visit www.passionplay.org.au 
  

Clairvaux MacKillop College: has cancelled ‘Windows’ Day Tours scheduled for 6th May, 5th June and 
31st July. The College Leadership Team is working on new dates for later in the year.  
  

Lourdes Hill College is accepting enrolments for Year 7 students for 2024.Go to lhc.qld.edu.au 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Palm Sunday 5th April 2020 
 Dominic, 47, is a father of 6 from Papua New Guinea. In 2016, he became involved 
with Caritas Australia’s partner, Centre of Hope who runs a safe house and family 
anonymous programs and turned a difficult life and an unhappy relationship around. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help support the Safe House 
project and help bring greater harmony to families in Papua New Guinea.  

Let’s Go Further, Together.  
You can still donate through Parish boxes and envelopes,  
just keep them until it is safe to bring them up to the Parish. 
Or you can donate at www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion  
or by phoning 1800 024 413. 

 

Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern Co-ordinator: 
Lynn White 0403 051103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 
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