
  

Second Sunday of Advent 

6th December 2020 
 

Readings:  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11            2 Peter 3:8-14    Mark 1:1-8 
 

Advent Reflection – 2nd Sunday, Year B 

The Gospel for this Sunday is the beginning of the Gospel of Mark. Mark 
begins by recalling the Hebrew Bible’s message of the Prophet Isaiah: 
"Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight." While Hebrew 
Scripture commentators see this as a prediction of Judah’s return from 
Babylonian captivity, Mark uses Isaiah to introduce John the Baptist and his 
ministry. If there is one word that seems to describe the vocation of John, it 
is that of "Prepare." What was his call to people as he helped them prepare 
for the ministry of Jesus Christ? He called them to repentance for the 
forgiveness of their sins. Why would he do this? John was a good Jew. He 
knew the commandments and the history of his people. Their greatest sin 
was that of idolatry. Throughout their history the Jews would forget the one 
true God and turn to creating gods of gold, stone, and wood like the nations 
around them. So John invited people to repentance and transformation of 
their lives so they would recognize the true God when He came to them in 
human form. 

So what is the message of John to us as we prepare for the faith-deepening 
experience of the Birth of Jesus, the Christ? The message is the same as 
John preached to the Jews: "Prepare by seeking forgiveness." What gets in 
the way of our appreciating God’s gift of Jesus as Saviour is that we have 
let idols clutter our lives as the Jews of old did. Does our abundance, our 
need for recognition, and our longing for security become ends and not 
means? Have they become the little idols we worship? So John is inviting 
us to transformation of heart by acknowledging and confessing our sins so 
we can be attentive to the true "reason for the season." 

The message of John the Baptist and the tradition of the Catholic Church 
come together with Reconciliation services during Advent. Here at St 
Peter’s Parish we will be having an Advent Second Rite of Reconciliation 
and Reflection Evening on Wednesday 9th December at 7pm. This will 
be a time of silence through reflective prayer and an opportunity to receive 
the forgiveness of God through the sacrament of Reconciliation.   

Advent increases our hope, a hope which does not disappoint. The Lord 
never lets us down. ... The season of Advent means there is something on 
the horizon the likes of which we have never seen before. What is possible 
is to not see it, to miss it, to turn just as it brushes past you. 

Don’t turn away and miss this wonderful opportunity to be reconciled. 

Deacon Mike Jones  

Readings for next weekend: Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11   1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 
Christmas Masses: Christmas Eve Thursday 24th December:  
6.30pm Family Mass with Children’s Gospel pageant     &    9pm Vigil Mass  
Christmas Day Friday 25th December:  9am Mass. 
Bookings are essential for Christmas Masses. Please select  
tickets for all who intend to come along, including babies. Please  
order your free tickets at https://www.trybooking.com/BNDUK 

https://www.trybooking.com/BNDUK


    

December In our parish this week 

Mon 7th  

Saint Ambrose 
8:00am Mass 
6.30pm Alpha (Young Adults 18 to 35) 
              

Tues 8th    
The Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00am Mass   

Wed 9th  

6:30am Mass 
7.00pm Advent Second Rite of 
Reconciliation & Reflection Evening 
 
 

Thurs 10th      No Mass 
 

Fri 11th   
9:00am Rosary 
9:30am Mass 
 

Sat 12th       

5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
Vigil Mass for Sunday: 
6.00pm Mass  
 
 

Sun 13th   

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
9.00am Mass  
6.00pm Mass  
 

 

Youth Update:  
High School Youth Group last meeting for 2020: 
December 6 (Christmas Party!) 
 

Young Adults: Final Alpha session this Monday 
nights 7th Dec. 
 

With the restrictions currently in place I ask that if 
you/your child are planning on attending any of our 
events that you please RSVP to Olivia, whether 
that be via email, Instagram or phone.  
Email: youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Instagram: @rochedaleyouth  

 

 

God’s Word 2021- Liturgical Diaries Readings & 
 Reflections for every day of the year. $12 
 

Break Open the Word 2021: An excellent  
resource for readers $22. 
 

Laudato Si: Only a few copies left. See Jo or Julie 
 

ADVENT: Season of Hope … and Peace 
 

The second Advent candle of Peace reminds us of the 
need to reconcile; the need for a pathway of compassion, 
light, and hope.  
 

We pause to LISTEN... in the stillness of our own 
wilderness for the internal voice which asks:  
How can I change something in my heart to prepare a 
way for the Lord?  
If I am open-hearted: How will I treat others?  
How will I see and feel this change-of-heart? (1) 
 

WE PRAY …  
for the gift of discernment in the choices that face us 
along the way, 
for patience with those we love and those we meet, 
for renewal of faith to enable us to be light for others, 
 

Lord of the cross-roads, my life can seem full of choices, 
large and small. Help me always to make those decisions 
that will lead me, and others, in your direction (2) 
 

WE JOURNEY with hope-filled hearts as St Peter (3:8-
14) implores us, ‘do your best to live holy and saintly lives 
while you wait …. So that he will find you at peace’(3) 
 

CREATE …. A ‘family prayers-of-hope-chain’ with paper 
strips; write one prayer loop for each December day 
leading to Christmas. Form the chain into a wreath 
around the base of a lamp or candle to light daily prayers 
of hope for the world.  
 

References 
1.Pope Francis Homilies (2016).  Angelus, St Peter's Square. Second 
Sunday of Advent. 
2.Paul Nicholson SJ (2013). An Advent Pilgrimage. Thinking Faith: 
Spirituality and Catholic Life. 
3. St Pauls Sunday Missal (2012). Second Sunday of Advent (B), Romans 
3:8-14. Australia: Society of St Paul. 

Faith Enrichment Group 

 

Cuppa and Chat with Christmas Carols   
     Monday, 7th December 10 am 
     Rochedale Shopping Village on  

Underwood Rd has given us a beautiful 
Christmas wonderland in one of the air- 
conditioned shops next to Hello World.  Come along and 
have a cuppa from iRose Café with friends while listening 
and singing along to some Christmas carols.  
Everyone and anyone is welcome. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions we still need to know approximate numbers 
attending for set up of tables. Please contact Jo on 
0419733878 over the weekend if you would like to come 
along. Numbers are limited. Should be a lovely morning. Advent Second Rite of Reconciliation  

& Reflection Evening 
Wednesday December 9 at 7 pm. 

Advent is a Season of HOPE and we 'Prepare with 
Hope-filled Hearts for the Lord.'  

Come and receive the Second Rite of 
Reconciliation! Come and enter into a time of 
silence through reflective prayer experiences.  

   Come and Be Still in God’s Presence in 
this time of Pre-Christmas busyness.  

Come! 
Bookings now open at                       

https://www.trybooking.com/BMUGO 

St Vinnies News: For sale from the Piety Stall –  
Columban Calendars for 2021 $9 and  
Christmas Cards $2.50 for a pack of 5. 
 

This is the final weekend to give gift vouchers or 
cash donations for the St Vinnies’ Giving Tree.  
Electronic Deposits: If anyone would like to donate to 
St. Vincent de Paul Christmas appeal please use the 
following account: BSB 064-786    
 Account No. 100026100    Agent No. 8071 

Songs of Advent Joy at the Cathedral of  
St Stephen led by the Cathedral Schola each 
Thursday in December (Dec 3, 10 and 17) 
commencing at 7:30pm. Entry is by donation ‘notes 
for notes’ (with all money raised supporting the 
Cathedral Music program). Registration for the 
three evenings is via the Cathedral website: 
https://www.cathedralofststephen.org.au/christmas.
html   
Songs of Advent Joy will be live-streamed for those 

who are unable to attend in person. These will be 

accessible via 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-

cast/  

 

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website 
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au 

 

mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2016/documents/papa-francesco_angelus_20161204.html
https://www.thinkingfaith.org/articles/advent-pilgrimage
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/wEq9Ck81VDIK0mGFVaRUh?domain=trybooking.com
https://www.cathedralofststephen.org.au/christmas.html
https://www.cathedralofststephen.org.au/christmas.html
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
http://www.stpetersrochedale.org.au/


  

    

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Edie Smith, Bruce Van Der Meer, Kevin Naske, James Devilly 

 

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Silvia Milaudi, Eddie McDonnell, Alfie Healan, Michael Bahn, Bobby Smith, 
Bernie Minton, Bill Smith, Ottilie Brandt, Vincent Blundell, Charlie Fry, Anastasia Medcraf, Mary Becker, 
Desmond Van Der Haar, Clifford Sharp, Frederick Taylor, Hazel Taylor, Luise Warwas, Lindsay Maiden,  
Jim Whewell, Philippe de Baritault, Margaret Quigg, John Jolley George, Thelva O’Shea, Ethel Bevan,  
Noela Parker, John Francis Doyle, Mary Duncan, Gary Pattinngale  
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Cecilia Lai, Sharon Peisley, Colin Dixon, Bill Justo, Kevin Fry, 
Angeline Ta’ale, Colin Blackley, Catherine Brown, Gillian van Rooyen, Merlene Muldoon, Stan Gainfort, 
 Stephen Land, Melissa Vink, Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Olga & Diego Tagini 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     
 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please book your free tickets 

at https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. Select tickets for each 
family member attending, including infants. Bookings close at 11am 
each Friday before the relevant weekend Mass. If you do not have 
access to a computer or have any difficulty with booking, phone the 
Parish Office. On arrival at Mass, have your name checked off the list by 
the Marshall at the main church doors. 
 

Weekday Masses: Weekday Masses do not require pre-booking. 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St Stephen 8am Monday to 
Friday and 8am and 10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw. 
  

The Catholic Leader: You can sign up to receive your free weekly 
digital newspaper here. 
 

If you know a young person aged 9 to 16 years who would like to 
receive the Sacraments, please contact the Parish Office.  
 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who is isolating would 
like to chat, please contact Lynn on 0403 051 103 
 
 
 

 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since 
March, our income from collections at 
Mass and Planned Giving is down by 
over 28%. We would be very grateful, 
if you are able, to please continue to 
support the Parish financially. 
Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you 
would like to direct transfer your 
Planned Giving to our bank account, 
our BSB is 064-786 and Account 
number is 007021101. Please use 
your surname and Planned Giving (or 
PG) as reference.  
Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please 
contact the Office to set these up. 
‘Parish Giving’ App: You will need 
to create an account the first time 
you log in and select your favourite 
parish, St Peter’s Catholic Parish 
Rochedale! The logo to look for is a 
yellow and white cross forming a 
circle on a purple background.  
See our parish  
website for  
detailed  
‘User Guides’.  
Tap & Go Donations: Try our new 
donation terminal in the church: 
 $5 donation to St Peter’s per swipe. 
 

Roster: 12th & 13th Dec Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Petta Traynor Lydia Chew Malcolm Carroll 

AV Operator Mike Collier Arthur Leow John Donohue 

Readers C. Jo Cullen 
1. Olivia Brown 
2. David Crowley 

C. Jess Smith 
1. Jada Nathan 
2. Stephanie Lenihan 

C. Anne Fry 
1. Eza Jom 
2. Helen Graczyk 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Ann Maree Collier 
Joseph Varkey 

Julie Hondroudakis 
Anne Scanlon 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Kevin Fry 

Musicians Rita  Carmel Elizabeth 

Cleaning Group: 3 Basil’s Cleaners 

This week – 6th to 12th December:   Sacristan: Suma Joseph   Counting: Mike’s Group 

 

SPEND TIME WITH GOD EVERY MORNING  
Sign up to receive the Daily Gospel Reflection. These  
reflections are mailed to your inbox at  6am each day  
(Monday to Friday) and are just a three minute read that  
could be done over breakfast, intended to invite you into  
prayer. Written by Catholic lay people (men and women from the 
team at Evangelisation Brisbane), for Catholic lay people  
about the gospel of the day to help you start your day with  
God. Subscribe via the Evangelisation Brisbane website 
https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/daily-reflections/ 
or simply scan the QR code 

mailto:sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS
http://www.archbne.org/bzw
https://catholicleader.com.au/covid19free
https://catholicleader.com.au/covid19free
http://parishgiving.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/daily-reflections/


 

 


