
  

St Mary of the Cross  
 

8th August 2021 
 

Readings:   1 Kings 17:8-16    Colossians 3:12-17    Matthew 6:25-34 

 

Solemnity of St Mary of the Cross (Mary MacKillop) 
 

This weekend we remember that remarkable woman, Mary MacKillop, patron of 
the Archdiocese of Brisbane, a true-blue Aussie, now venerated as St Mary of 
the Cross. This weekend we are reminded that the holiness demanded by the 
Gospel is as Australian as she was Australian. She points a way forward for us 
in reclaiming our country from the shackles of obscene consumerism, disregard 
for human life and environmental vandalism.  

Jesus told his disciples not to worry about what they were going to eat or drink 
or what they were going to wear. Today we ask ourselves all too often, what am 
I going to buy at the IGA or Aldi today? When will we do our next Macca’s run? 
Hey, check out my latest tattoos or look at my label clothes. To only ever talk 
about such things is to forget that God is our father. We have forgotten to Seek 
first the kingdom of God and His justice and then all these other things will be 
given to you. 

Mary MacKillop lived among convicts and settlers in squalor and amidst low 
public morality. But as a practical woman she didn’t spend her time lamenting 
the evils that surrounded her; she acted and inspired others to do the same. She 
taught colonial Australians to see Christ in Sydney with a myriad of ways of 
providing relief for the poor. Her nuns gave exemplary witness to the love of God 
for each and every soul they encountered in Brisbane through their simple 
schools and acts of charity.  

Since then Federal and state governments have taken over many of those 
functions that concern social welfare. The public witness of those good sisters 
to the charity of Christ is no longer as prominent as it once was. Were Mary’s 
efforts to help Australians see Christ destined to succeed only for a time and 
then fail in the 21st Century? Are there no new evils to remedy in our own time 
that call specifically for heroism and the love of God? 

As a country we proclaim how we value freedom but deny it to the weak? In the 
name of freedom of choice, we kill the unborn. In the name of tolerance, we 
deliberately deprive children of the love of a mother and a father. In the name of 
compassion, we tell the old and the sickly that they are a burden to society and 
we offer euthanasia. We still remain a convict country shackled by relativism. 

Here at St Peter’s Parish we strive to make a difference through our various 
outreaches such as Care and Concern and the St Vincent de Paul Society. Like 
St Mary of the Cross we can get involved in the affairs of society as Australians 
who share the same dreams and concerns as everyone else. We can all 
recognise God’s gift in the people we meet and encourage them to respond to 
God’s call. We can act. 

At the Beatification of Mary MacKillop at Randwick Racecourse 26 years ago, 
Pope John Paul II told us how we can seek justice and God’s kingdom: 

“By defending life against the evils of abortion and euthanasia, by encouraging 
strong family life in the face of old and new threats to its stability, by advancing 
justice at every level through her social doctrine, the Church is a true Gospel 

leaven in every sphere of human activity.” 

Today, let us ask our Aussie saint to help us be the Australians who will build up 
a civilisation of love, who will promote a culture of life and who will tell people 
the good news that the truth will set us free. 

(Please turn to page 2 to continue reading Deacon Mike’s reflection) 



   

August In our parish this week 

Mon 9th   
 

8.00am Mass 
              

Tue 10th      

 

Saint Lawrence 
8.00am Mass with children 
4.30pm St Vincent de Paul meeting 
   

Wed 11th       

 

Saint Clare 
6.30am Mass 
7.00pm Catholicism Series, episode 10 
 
 

Thu 12th            
 

No Mass 
 
 

Fri 13th       

 

8.30am Rosary 
9.00am Adoration of the  
             Blessed Sacrament 
9.00am - 9.20am Reconciliation 
Available 
9.30am Healing Mass 
 

Sat 14th     

 

Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe 
10.00am Social Justice Group meeting 
5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
6.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 
 
 

Sun 15th        

 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9.00am Mass  
6.00pm Mass 
7.00pm High School Youth Group 
 

 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please go to 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPPWH  
Check In Qld App: Everyone is required to register their 
attendance at all Masses with the Check-In Qld App.  
This app does not replace TryBooking for weekend 
Masses as we must have ticketed seating to  
allow us to continue to have full capacity in  
the church. So, please continue to book  
online but bring your phone to church to  
register with the Check-In Qld App.  
Please arrive early to assist the Marshalls. 
 

Alpha Postponement: Alpha for all parishioners 
will begin on Monday night 23rd August  
6.30pm so join us for a meal and some 
conversations about life, meaning and faith. 
All welcome. To register use the QR code. 
 

Sacramental Program:  Rite of Enrolment will now 
be held at the 6pm Mass Saturday 14th & 9am 
Mass Sunday 15th August with the Confirmation 
Workshop on Sunday 15th August from 10.30am to 
12.30pm. Please keep the children in your prayers 
as they enter an important phase in their faith lives. 

Vocations Awareness Week 1st to 8th August 
Prayer for Vocations 

Loving God, 

With one voice we lift up our hearts to thank you today for our 
lives, our vocation and all your gifts to us. Inspire us all to know 

and live our vocation. Give courage to young people, to listen and 
follow the call, to serve you in the Archdiocese as your priests, 

deacons and religious lay ministers. 
Bless us, your family of Brisbane.  

Help those you call to listen to what your Holy Spirit 
 is saying to us. Guide them to serve in your vineyard, that they 

may fulfil your holy will and make all things new. 
Through Christ our Lord, Amen 

 

Youth Update:         New members always welcome!  

 

High School Youth Group: Parish Centre:  
15 & 29 Aug, 12 Sept 
 

Young Adults Group:  
• Young Adults Retreat Postponed (new date TBA) 
 
 

 

Date Claimers:  

 

Youth-Led Mass – 12th Sept, 6pm  
Ignite Youth Conference, Redcliffe –   22–25 Sept 
  

God Bless, Olivia & Gerard  📧 youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 

 
 
 

Invitation: Final session of The Catholicism Series 
hosted by Bishop Robert Barron rescheduled to this 
Wednesday 11th August at 7pm. Screening Episode 10, 
World Without End.  Free Soup Supper provided. 
 
 

The Catholic Leader: August issue available $4.00 
 

Parish Dinner Dance postponed to Saturday 30th 
October at Algester Sports Club, 7.30pm after Mass.   
 

Children’s Liturgy will resume Sunday 15th August. 
 

St Peter's Coffee Get-Together: Our next friendly 
morning coffee & chat will be held at 10am Monday 9th 
August at Moonlight Bandit Cafe, 196 Parfrey Road, 
Rochedale South. See you there. 
 

 

Annual Catholic Campaign: 21st & 22nd August. This 
Annual Campaign supports the major ministries of the 
Archdiocese: Holy Spirit Seminary, caring for ill & retired 
priests, Centacare & the Mary MacKillop Bursary Fund. 
 

Carpark repairs update: The repairs to the damaged 
drainage pipe across the carpark have been delayed due 
to the complexity of arranging a suitable contractor and 
time to remove the damaged asbestos lined pipe. The 
repairs are planned for the first week of the September 
school holidays. The carpark will be closed for 5 days. 

‘Come and See’  
how a life of faith might be for you  

St Peters welcomes those who are enquiring about 
a life of faith in the Catholic tradition. Our Church 
responds to those who are searching, through a 
gradual and continuing journey of faith in company 
with the St Peter’s community. You are welcome to 
‘Come and See’ about your own journey of faith at 
our RCIA* Enquiry Night in the Parish Centre which 
has been postponed to Thursday 26th August at 
7.30pm Phone the Parish office on 33414421 or 
email stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au. 
*RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
 

Readings for next weekend: The Assumption  
Rev 11:19; 12:1-6, 10    1 Cor 15:20-26     Luke 1:39-56 

 

 
 

Reflection continued from page 1: 

It may take a miracle to turn this country around but our 
God is a god of miracles. Our God who made the laws of 
physics and set the universe on its path has the power to 
change all things. What matters is that we do our best 
and God will see to the rest. 
 

St Mary MacKillop: pray for us.          Deacon Mike 

Voluntary Assisted Dying Legislation please take 
action now to let the Qld Government ministers know 
how wrong this is prior to the vote in September.  
https://www.cherishlife.org.au/take_action_assisted_suici
de_bill 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPPWH
mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
https://www.cherishlife.org.au/take_action_assisted_suicide_bill
https://www.cherishlife.org.au/take_action_assisted_suicide_bill


  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Paul Kan Yau Fah, John Coyer, Marion Golding, Lyn Williams, Bill McBride  
 

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Agatha Thien Chin, Gregory Chin, Paul Mah, Lora Doyle, Arthur Thorley, 
Norman Ritchie, Noel Cooper, Kenneth MacDonald, Anne Crow, Monsignor Vince Cleary, Shirley Bond, 
Hendrina ‘Hetty’ Peeters, Shaofen Li, Neville ‘Neddy’ Lilly, Audrey Cooke, Madge Mitchell, Damien Blyth,  
Leo Caligari, Emma Leafe, Elizabeth Ritchie, Malcolm Pereira, Margaret Fagan, Giovanni Gottardo, Joseph 
Tsang, Stanley Burgess, Daniel O’Brien, Moya Carter, Marie Peters, Margaret Smith, Maria Wlodarczyk, 
Ambrose Sullivan, Margaret Elliott, Alonzo Lynch, Gregory Chin, Colleen Craike 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Denise Cadman, Peter Ross, Rod Jones, Katie Costello, Ben 
Privitera, Carole Hester, Tony Price, Marie Mitchell, Kathy Jensen, Sharon Peisley 
 

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     
 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051 103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411 641 312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Please 
continue to support the Parish 
financially. There are several 
options. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: To 
direct transfer your Planned Giving 
to our bank account, our BSB is 
064-786 and Account number is 
100000067. Please use your 
surname and Planned Giving (or 
PG) as reference. 
  

Credit Card or Direct Debit: 
Please contact the Office to set 
these up. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App: The logo to 
look for in the app store is a yellow 
and white cross  
forming a circle on  
a purple background.  
 

Tap & Go Donations: No cash? 
Try our donation terminal near the 
main doors: $5 donation per swipe 
to support St Peter’s Parish. 
 

To help with seminarian costs: 
Account Name: Vocations Support 
BSB: 064-786    Acct #: 100026892 
 

Roster: 14th & 15th August  Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Carl de Mello Francis Yoo Petta Traynor 

AV Operator Mike Collier Mick Denton Gerard Lai  

Readers C. Lyndal Bray-Claridge 
1. Joseph Varkey 
2. Joyce Lyster 

C. Maria Chamberlain 
1. Feba Baji 
2. Zach Smith 

C. Lynn White 
1. John Blake 
2. Megan Carroll 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Rob Meulman  
Trish Meulman 
Carl de Mello 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Bronwyn Buckley 
Stephanie Lenihan 

Vickie Routledge  
Cesarina Gigante 
Kate Guy 

Musicians Elizabeth Fort Rita Bishop Elizabeth Fort 

Cleaning Group 1: Lyndal Bray-Claridge, Kate Guy, Deb Meggs, Nita Stratton-Funk 

Cuppa & Chat: after 9am Mass on Sunday 15th August – Family Group 

This week, 8th  – 14th August:  Sacristan: Mel McKay                                  Counting: Bob’s Group 

 

Faith Matters: The Transfiguration of the Lord (Feast Day 6th August) 
The transfiguration of Jesus is terrifying and awe inspiring to the Apostles 
who are given a glimpse of Jesus Glory. Moses the original receiver of the 
Law and Elijah to whom God speaks in a whisper, appear there to support 
Jesus whose whole being radiates light. This shows that Jesus is the 
fulfilment of the Law and displays His unity in God which also transforms us 
and unifies us to the creator God whom the Jews worshipped.  
Unlike Moses, it is not just his face which takes on a shining countenance, 
but Jesus is wholly transfigured to become the very light of God to us all. 
God speaks to the Apostles affirming Jesus as his son and tells them to 
listen to him. After this amazing and terrifying experience, it is hard for the 
Apostles to descend the mountain. Peter wants to remain and build 
dwellings, but they must go back down into the real world, Jesus to death & 
humiliation on a cross, and the Apostles to confusion and apparent defeat; 
and for Peter, denial. Of course, after the resurrection and their experience 
at Pentecost they would go on to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
We too must leave the transformative experience of our personal mountain-
top experiences with Jesus whether in our devotions or in the Eucharist and 
depart the mountain top to do the same work of declaring the Gospel. 
 

Inspiration from Pope Francis: “The Word of Christ grows in us when we 
proclaim it, when we give it to others! And this is what Christian life is. It is a 
mission for the whole Church, for all the baptized, for us all: listen to Jesus 
and offer him to others. Do not forget: this week listen to Jesus and think 
about the matter of the Gospel.”1 
 

We pray: Jesus we adore you and take reassurance and delight from the 
light of your glory. Give us the courage, the wit, and tenacity to share your 
message of salvation with a broken world. Amen 
1 From Pope Francis’ Angelus Message on the Transfiguration 16 March 2014  
 

Faith Enrichment Group  
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