
  

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8th November 2020 

  

Readings: Wisdom 6:12-16     1 Thessalonians 4:13-18    Matthew 25:1-13 
 

November, the month of remembrance 
 

Last Monday at 7:30pm, we celebrated All Souls’ Day in our parish church. The 
Mass was well attended. The families who have lost their loved ones over the 
last 12months were invited to the celebration. With the hard work of the 
Bereavement Group and our parish office staff, the celebration enjoyed a great 
success. As I preached during the Mass, All Souls’ Day is a day for us to 
commemorate all the faithful departed. We pray for all of them, not only those 
whom we knew, but also those we didn’t know; not only those who loved us but 
also those who might have hurt us in one way or another. It is a time for us to 
express our love as well as forgiveness. After the Mass, people left peacefully 
in the spirit of love and forgiveness. We thank God for having had a good time 
of remembrance.  
 

Of course, we don’t just pray for and remember the dead for one day, All Souls’ 
Day. This feast is only the start of a whole month of remembrance. The month 
of November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory. Certainly, we can and 
should pray for and remember those who have died at all times. However, in 
November every year, the Church encourages us to focus more on 
commemorating our brothers and sisters who have gone before us. During this 
month of remembrance, we are invited to do the following.  
 

1. We can ask priests to offer Mass for the intentions of all the souls in 
purgatory. As Jesus said, “For if you love those who love you, what reward do 
you have?” (Matthew 5:46) We are encouraged to love all people so we should 
express our love and remembrance for all the dead, too. It doesn’t matter what 
relationship we had with them in this world.  
 

2. Of course, for those we knew and loved, our parents or grandparents, or 
other family members or friends, we can invite priests to offer Mass particularly 
for their intentions. Although they are not with us now, we can be in union with 
them in prayer, especially in the sacrament of love, the Eucharist.  
 

3. We can also reflect on the meaning of death. If we can understand about 
death better, we will understand our earthly life much better. Just as it is when 
we know where we are going for a trip, we can prepare for the trip well. For 
different destinations, we need to make different preparations. For example, the 
preparations for going to Siberia will be totally different to the preparations we 
might make for going to Cairns in January. Similarly, the way of living will be 
very different for those who believe that there is a happy eternal home awaiting 
for them after death, than it is for those who believe that death is the end of life. 
 

4. We should learn from the good life experiences of those who have gone 
before us. In this way, we work hard to improve our holiness. We hope one day 
they and we can meet once again in heaven with God. We miss them now. We 
remember them now. However, the best way is to make our way towards the 
place where we can see each other one day.  
 

My dear friends, traditionally, a plenary indulgence may be gained for the dead 
in November, too. Three conditions are required for gaining the indulgence: 
sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion and prayer for the Pope’s 
intentions. Let us make this special month meaningful to those who have died 
as well as for ourselves.      Fr Baiyi 
 
 
 
 

Readings for next weekend: 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31   1 Thessalonians 5:1-6   Matthew 25:14-30 

  
 



   

November In our parish this week 

Mon 9th  

The Dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica 

8:00am Mass 
6.30pm Alpha (Young Adults 18 to 35) 

7.00pm PPC meeting 
              

Tues 10th  
Saint Leo the Great 

8:00am Mass with children 

Wed 11th  

Saint Martin of Tours 
6:30am Mass 
7.00pm Faith Enrichment meeting 
 
 

Thurs 12th    
Saint Josaphat 

No Mass 
 
 

Fri 13th   
9,00am Rosary 
Please note: No Mass 
 
 

Sat 14th     

5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
Vigil Mass for Sunday: 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 
 
 

Sun 15th  

 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9.00am Mass (max 100 people) 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 
 
 

 

Youth Update:  
High School Youth Group meeting fortnightly on 
Sunday nights -  22nd November and 6th December 
(Christmas Party!) 
 

Young Adults: Alpha sessions will continue 
weekly on Monday nights until 7th Dec. 
 

With the restrictions currently in place I ask that if 
you/your child are planning on attending any of our 
events that you please RSVP to Olivia, whether 
that be via email, Instagram or phone.  
Email: youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Instagram: @rochedaleyouth  

 

 

Readings for next weekend: 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31   1 Thessalonians 5:1-6   Matthew 25:14-30 

  
 

St Peter’s Coffee Get-Together: We have another 
friendly morning planned on Monday 16th 
November at 10am at the iRose Café at 
the Rochedale Shopping Village on  
Underwood Rd. Contact Jo to reserve your spot. 
 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who 
is isolating would like to chat, please contact Lynn 
on 0403 051 103.  
 

Community Christmas Carols and Night 
Markets All Welcome. Saturday 5th December 4pm 
– 8pm Underwood Park, Underwood Rd, 
Priestdale. Choirs from local churches including  
St Peter’s will be leading the carols.  
  
 

No Mass this Friday 13th November: Please note 
that there will be no Mass this Friday 13th Nov as  
Fr Baiyi will be attending the Ordination to the 
Diaconate of 3 seminarians: Jack Ho, William Aupito 
Iuliano & Francis Fernandes. Please keep these men 
in your prayers.  Rosary Group will still meet. 
Parish Retreat 29 Nov Preparing for Advent, Santa 
Teresa Spirituality Centre.  Why not give yourself 
some time to reflect, enjoy quiet time while preparing 
your heart for the Christmas season?  9am - 2.30 pm 
$30 includes morning tea and lunch. Great facilitator. 
See Jo for details.  
 
 

 

A Journey of Faith with St Peter’s Community 
Have you ever wondered about the Catholic faith?  

Our Parish of St Peter welcomes all who enquire about 
our Catholic faith. Your enquiry can be the beginning of 

your gradual and continuing journey of faith supported by 
our community. We are here to make the journey with 

you. You are welcome to ‘Come and See’  
how a life of faith might be for you.  

Your first step? Contact the Parish Office to arrange a 
chat over coffee, a phone conversation, or a meeting.  

Phone 3341 4421 or email stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Do you know a young person who would like to 
receive the Sacraments? If you know of someone aged 
9 to 16 years who would like to journey through the 
Crossroads Sacramental Program, please contact  
the Parish Office.  
 

 
               Adore - Advent Books. Advent & Christmas 
               Daily Reflections 2020 from the  
               Diocese of Wollongong $4 
 

              God’s Word 2021- Liturgical  
              Diaries Readings & Reflections for 
              every day of the year. $12 
 

Break Open the Word 2021: ($22) is an invaluable  
resource for anyone in the Reading Ministry but also for 
those in the Music Ministry and Liturgy Group. Each week 
the readings and commentary are the same as those 
which are being emailed so we have ordered less copies. 
 

Laudato Si: Only a few copies left. See Jo or Julie 
 

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website 
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au 

Looking to the ‘great cloud of witnesses’ (Heb 12:1) for 
spiritual encouragement in November, the Month of 
Remembrance. 
 

Praying With Those Who Have Gone Before –  
Henri Nouwen  
Henri Nouwen (1932 – 1996) was a Dutch Catholic 
Priest, a Professor of Pastoral Theology, a Retreat Giver 
and a prolific author of books on the Spiritual Life, whose 
love of the Eucharist was renowned.1 One of his greatest 
gifts was to write personally and transparently about the 
inner challenges we all face: our doubts, fears, pride, 
uncertainties, longings … and also of how important it is 
for us to deeply know and experience our Belovedness of 
God.2   
 

As we struggle with our own inner challenges, may we 
remember our Belovedness. Let us join Henri in his 
prayer, which is one of surrender and also one of 
receiving of God’s love, leading and presence. 
 

Dear God, I so much want to be in control. 
I want to be the master of my own destiny. 
 

Still I know that you are saying: 
“Let me take you by the hand and lead you. Accept 
my love and trust that where I will bring you, the 
deepest desires of your heart will be fulfilled.” 
 

Lord, open my hands to receive your gift of love.3 
 

1. https://henrinouwen.org/read-nouwen/about-henri/  
2. Rebecca Laird & Michael J. Christensen, 2003, The Heart of Henri 
Nouwen: His Words of Blessing,  New York, The Crossroad Publishing Co. 
Chs 1 & 2. 
3. Henri Nouwen, https://henrinouwen.org/meditation/a-prayer/ 

Faith Enrichment Group 

mailto:youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.stpetersrochedale.org.au/
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https://henrinouwen.org/meditation/a-prayer/


  

    

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Ray Swan, Luigi Raffaldi, Vonnie Lenihan, Joyce Byrne, Ann Swinnerton 

 

Book of Life & Mass Requests: members of the Chin family, Agatha Thien, Annie, Peter, Paul & Thomas Mah, 
Josephine Lee Santing, Leong Ah Kaw, Florence Chia, Monica Lin, Dora Saldana, James Field, Bill Donovan, 
James Heery, Aileen Kilner, Lesley Power, David Daish, Alicia Anderson, Pat Feeney, Doris Jenkins,  
Hugh Perkins, Rita McIvor, Brian Culbert, Patricia Kennedy, Peter Phillips, Rose McKenna, Richard Kemp, 
Christopher Langford, Reginald Smith, Bill Steele, Terry Breen, Bunny Hall, Ryan Dawson, Ethel Cussans, 
Gertrude Young, Lloyd Hagstrom, Eileen Van Rooyen, Ruth Culbert, Clement Fernandes, Glen Sullivan, 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Bill Justo, Yvonne Kelleher, Kevin Fry, Angeline Ta’ale,  
Colin Blackley, Catherine Brown, Gillian van Rooyen, Merlene Muldoon, Stan Gainfort, Stephen Land,  
Melissa Vink, Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Olga & Diego Tagini, Maureen Sheils 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     
 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since 
March, our income from collections at 
Mass and Planned Giving is down by 
over 28%. We would be very grateful, 
if you are able, to please continue to 
support the Parish financially. 
Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you 
would like to direct transfer your 
Planned Giving to our bank account, 
our BSB is 064-786 and Account 
number is 007021101. Please use 
your surname and Planned Giving (or 
PG) as reference.  
Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please 
contact the Office to set these up. 
‘Parish Giving’ App: You will need 
to create an account the first time 
you log in and select your favourite 
parish, St Peter’s Catholic Parish 
Rochedale! The logo to look for is a 
yellow and white cross forming a 
circle on a purple background. See 
our parish website  
for detailed  
‘User Guides’.  
Tap & Go Donations: Try our new 
donation terminal in the church: 
 $5 donation to St Peter’s per swipe. 
 

Roster: 14th & 15th Nov Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Mark Connolly Stephanie Lenihan Helen Graczyk 

AV Operator John Donohue Mick Denton Kate Guy 

Readers C. Peta Grandin 
1. Monika Svarc (jnr) 
2. Joyce Lyster 

C. Jo Cullen 
1. Maria Chamberlain 
2. Lydia Chew 

C. Raylee Burns 
1. volunteer please 
2. Cesarina Gigante 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Joseph Varkey 
Monika Svarc (snr) 

Alan Scanlon 
Anne Scanlon 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Anne Fry 

Musicians Ryan Carmel Northey-Cherrett Elizabeth Fort 

Cleaning Group: 5 Neil Mone, Dona Thomas, Telesia Naupoto, Julie H, Judith Littlefield, Kathy Winter 

This week – 8th to 14th November:   Sacristan: Mel McKay    Counting: Bob’s Group 

 

Please pray for the people of West Papua: The Secretary General 
of the Pacific Conference of Churches, Rev James Bhagwan, asks us 
to pray for the people of West Papua. The people are living in fear as 
soldiers are killing civilians and religious leaders. Among those killed 
was a Catholic catechist, Rupinus Tigau. 
We are humbly called to fast and pray especially on Wednesdays in 
November – 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th & 2nd December to show solidarity 
with our West Papuan brothers and sisters. 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please book your free 

tickets at https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. Please select 
tickets for each family member attending, including babies. Bookings 
are open now for weekend Masses up to December. Bookings close 
at 11am each Friday before the relevant weekend Mass. If you do 
not have access to a computer or have any difficulty with booking, 
please phone the Parish Office. On arrival at Mass, please have your 
name checked off the list by the Marshall at the main church doors. 
 

Weekday Masses: We are not requiring pre-booking for weekday 
Masses - except for school year level Masses. 
 

Entertainment Memberships: Gives you thousands of dollars’ worth 
of discounts at cafes, restaurants, entertainment venues etc. Help our 
fundraising & get great discounts! Contact Julie for more information. 
https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/2224e97 

 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St Stephen 8am Monday to 
Friday and 8am and 10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw. 
  

The Catholic Leader: You can sign up to receive your free weekly 
digital newspaper here. 
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