
 

    

 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9th August 2020 

  

Readings: 1 Kings 19:9, 11-13        Romans 9:1-5        Matthew 14:22-33 
 

‘Do Not Be Afraid’ 
This weekend’s Gospel reading cuts right to the heart of the matter – and asks 
the question: ‘do we have faith in our Lord Jesus Christ?’ 

St Peter certainly came face-to-face with that question. As a commercial 
fisherman he knew how dangerous that storm was and that his boat and 
disciples could easily perish in its waves. Then, suddenly, Jesus appears – 
walking on the water. The disciples respond – “It’s a ghost!” Jesus calms them 
and says “Get a hold of yourselves! It is I. Do not be afraid!” Peter speaks up 
and says, “Lord, if it is really you, tell me to come to you across the water.” 
Jesus responds “Come.” 

Peter gets out of the boat and begins to walk toward Jesus, but when the wind 
begins to buffet him he becomes frightened and begins to sink. He cries out 
“Lord, save me!” Jesus at once stretched out His hand and caught him.” 

Jesus wants us all to walk toward Him – in faith – on the “water” of our life. He 
wants us to cast aside our fears and commit to Him with a radical faith. We are 
all like St. Peter our parish patron. We want to walk on the water toward Jesus 
but the waves of doubt mingle with the inner turmoil of our own hearts, and the 
circumstances of our own life. That truth continually affects our heart and our 
faith. 

Peter’s faith was tested as is ours every day. His example of calling out to the 
Lord in faith – should be our prayer, too. This is especially true when we begin 
to feel the winds of self-doubt and dissatisfaction brush against our cheeks. 

We have much to fear in these turbulent times. Maybe it’s the fear of contracting 
COVID-19; maybe it’s the fear of losing our jobs because of lockdown or maybe 
it is the fear that life will never be the same again. Sure the waves of live are 
pretty rough at present but this storm will pass and we will come through it. The 
words of Jesus to his disciples on that stormy night resonate across the 
centuries to us. Hold onto them, trust them and be patient but more importantly, 
‘Do not be afraid’. 

Deacon Mike 

 
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop:   
Watch the livestream of Mass from the Cathedral of St Stephen for the 
Solemnity of Mary of the Cross MacKillop on Saturday 8th August at 11.25am.  
(See page 2 of this newsletter for more on St Mary of the Cross from the Faith 
Enrichment Group.)  
At that Mass we also celebrate 175 years of Catholic education in 
Queensland.  In 1845, the first parish priest of Brisbane town, Father James 
Hanly, employed lay people, Mary and Michael Bourke to teach 56 students in 
our state's first Catholic school.  The school began on the site of what is now 
the Myer Centre in Brisbane's CBD.  
Watch the livestream on the following link as we celebrate St Mary of the 
Cross, the patron saint of the Archdiocese of Brisbane: 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/. 

 

Readings for next weekend:  20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 Matthew 15:21-28 

 

https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/


  

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: If you would 
like to attend Mass at St Peter’s at 6pm Saturday, 9am 
Sunday or 6pm Sunday please go to the Try Booking 
site https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. Tickets are free.. 
Please select tickets for each family member attending, 
including babies. You will receive a confirmation email 
once you have completed your booking. Bookings are 
open now for weekend Masses up to September. 
Bookings close at 11am each Friday before the 
relevant weekend Mass. When you arrive at the Church 
for Mass, please present yourself to the Marshall at the 
main church doors who will note your attendance. 
 

August In our parish this week 

Mon 10th    Saint Lawrence 
8.00am Mass (max 100 people) 
 

Tues 11th  Saint Clare 
8.00am Mass with children 
                  (max 100 people) 
 

Wed 12th  6.30am Mass (max 100 people) 
 

Thurs 13th    No Mass 
 

Fri 14th  Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe 
8.30am Rosary (max 100 people) 
9.00am Adoration of the Blessed 
            Sacrament (max 100 people) 
9.00—9.20am Reconciliation available 

9.30am Mass  (max 100 people) 
 

Sat 15th  The Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9.00am Mass (max 100 people) 
5.00pm Reconciliation 
Vigil Mass for Sunday: 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 
 

Sun 16th  

 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00am Mass (max 100 people) 
6.00pm Mass (max 100 people) 
 

 

Visit St Peter’s Parish Website 
www.stpetersrochedale.org.au and click on ‘Stay 
Connected’ to find the latest updates and links.  
 

Friday 14th August As first Friday Adoration was 
cancelled last week, we have decided to transfer 
that to this Friday so Rosary will be at 8.30am, 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 9.00am and 
Mass 9.30am will be as normal.  
We have decided to postpone our plans for a walk 
until Spring, possibly September. 
 

Mass for the Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary: Saturday 15th August at 
9am. Tickets https://www.trybooking.com/BJZHS. 
 

Care & Concern: If you or anyone you know who 
is isolating would like to chat, please contact Lynn 
on 0403 051 103.  
 

St Thomas More College Virtual Visitor’s 
Evening Tuesday 18 August at 6.00pm. Register 
at www.DoMoreBeMore.trueau.com. 
 

Watch Mass online from the Cathedral of St 
Stephen 8am Monday to Friday and 8am and 
10am Sunday at www.archbne.org/bzw.  
Channel 10 televises Mass at 6am on Sunday. 
 

The Catholic Leader due to COVID-19 is currently 
offered free. You can sign up to receive your 
weekly digital newspaper here. 

Youth Update:  
High School: (7-8:30pm in the Parish Centre)  

 August 15th and 29th  and September 12th  
With the restrictions currently in place I ask that if 
you/your child are planning on attending one of 
these events that you please RSVP to Olivia, 
whether that be via email, Instagram or phone.  
Email: youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Instagram: @rochedaleyouth  

 

 

Readings for next weekend:  20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 Matthew 15:21-28 

 

A Saintly Word - Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
August 8 is the Solemnity of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop  
 

Who was Mary MacKillop? – Mary (1842-1909) was 
born in Melbourne to Scottish immigrants. Her childhood 
was marked by impoverishment, strong faith and an 
appreciation of learning. At a young age Mary went to 
work to help support her family. At 18, she became a 
governess to her cousins at Penola in South Australia. 
Here she also taught the farm worker’s children and 
Aboriginal children in her own time. Already her desire to 
help the poor, to educate and to share God’s love was in 
action. 
 

Founder of The Sisters of Saint Jospeh of the Sacred 
Heart – In 1866, at the age of 24, Mary along with two of 
her sisters, was invited by Father Tenison-Woods to 
provide education for underprivileged children by opening 
a Catholic school in a stable in Penola. Soon several 
other women joined them, and they started to wear 
simple religious habits and go by the name Sisters of St 
Joseph of the Sacred Heart. Mary and the fledging order 
were committed to serving the poor, going where the 
need was and to living amongst those in need, thus 
taking Catholic education all over Australia and to very 
many rural areas. 
 

Her Spirituality - Mary often faced much opposition and 
suffering, including once being excommunicated. Yet with 
God’s help and strength she sought to love, to forgive, 
not to speak ill of others, and to courageously fulfil her 
vocation. The Sisters of St Joseph sum up the essence of 
Mary’s spirituality as, ‘Reverence for the dignity of all; 
Humble and compassionate; Service of those made poor; 
Courage in the face of adversity. 
  

A Prayerful Word for Our Souls from Mary 
‘Whatever troubles may be before you, accept them 
cheerfully, remembering whom you are trying to follow. 
Do not be afraid. Love one another, bear with one 
another, and let charity guide you in all your life.’ 
 

 What words or phrase is God highlighting for you in 
Mary’s words? 

 How is God inviting you to draw on his help to pray 
and live this week? 

  

Adapted From 
Our Foundress, Mary MacKillop 
https://www.sosj.org.au/our-foundress-mary-mackillop/marys-story/ 
Mary MacKillop’s Story, in ‘Mary MacKillop Today’  
http://www.marymackilloptoday.org.au/who-we-are/mary-

mackillops-story/                              Faith Enrichment Group 

Introducing A Saintly Word. Each week in August we will 
focus on one of the saints celebrated this month, providing a 
little background and a quote to use for reflection and 
personal prayer.                           Faith Enrichment Group 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Howard Tracey, James Arcus, Ann Yu, Ian Thompson, Tony McDonald  
  

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Lora Doyle, Arthur Thorley, Norman Ritchie, Noel Cooper,  
Kenneth MacDonald, Anne Crow, Monsignor Vince Cleary, Shirley Bond, Hendrina ‘Hetty’ Peeters, Shaofen Li, 
Neville ‘Neddy’ Lilly, Audrey Cooke, Madge Mitchell, Damien Blyth, Leo Caligari, Emma Leafe, Elizabeth Ritchie, 
Malcolm Pereira, Margaret Fagan, Giovanni Gottardo, Joseph Tsang, Stanley Burgess, Daniel O’Brien,  
Moya Carter, Marie Peters, Margaret Smith, Maria Wlodarczyk, Ambrose Sullivan, Margaret Elliott, Alonzo Lynch, 
Gregory Chin, Catherine O’Brien 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Mary Naughton, Catherine Brown, Gillian van Rooyen, 
Merlene Muldoon, Ann Swinnerton, Stan Gainfort, Anne Marie Kelleher, Stephen Land, Melissa Vink,  
Sayuri Kobayashi Cantwell, Paolo, Olga & Diego Tagini, Maureen Sheils, Elizabeth Karipa 
  

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     

10 days for Peace Prayer for Nuclear Disarmament 
This year we are observing the 75th Anniversary of Hiroshima 
on 6th August and Nagasaki 9th August. Every year the 
Catholic Church in Japan observes 10 Days of Prayer for 
Peace from the 6th August to the 15th August. The Australian 
Catholic community is called to mark the Ten Days for Peace 
in solidarity with the church in Japan. 
    Lord of all creation, make us instruments of your peace. 
    Let us learn the lessons of the past, and put an end to 
    nuclear weapons. 
    Where there is hatred, let us sow love. 
    May our love for each other and for all creation leave no 
    place for making or owning weapons of mass destruction. 
    Where there is injury, let us be bearers of your healing and 
    pardon. 
    Where there is doubt, let us foster faith in you. 
    May we let the weapons fall from our hands and know that 
    you are God. 
    Where there is despair, let us hold up hope. 
    May our lives reflect your love in the face of violence, 
    knowing that love is stronger than death. 
    Where there is darkness, let us be bearers of your light. 
    May our choices show that peace is possible. 
    Where there is sadness, let us bring the joy of the Gospel.  
    Amen         Social Justice Group 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since March 
when COVID-19 forced us into lockdown, our 
income from collections at Mass and Planned 
Giving is down by over 30%. We would be 
very grateful, if you are able, to please 
continue to support the Parish financially. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: If you would like to 
direct transfer your Planned Giving to our 
bank account, our BSB is 064-786 and 
Account number is 007021101. Please use 
your surname and Planned Giving (or PG) as 
reference.  
 

Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please contact 
the Parish Office to set these up. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App You will need to create 
an account the first time you log in and select 
your favourite parish, St Peter’s Catholic 
Parish Rochedale! The logo to look for is a 
yellow and white cross forming a circle on a 
purple background.  
See our parish website for  
detailed ‘User Guides’.  

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au  
 Other Parish Contacts: 

Care & Concern:  
Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051103 

Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411641312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

Roster: 15th & 16th August Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Carl de Mello Francis Yoo Helen Graczyk 

AV Operator Mick Denton Arthur Leow Olivia Brown 

Readers C. Neil Ballment 
1. Shelagh Ballment 
2. Monika Svarc (Jnr) 

C. Pauline Angus  
1. Lydia Chew 
2. Julie Hondroudakis 

C. Margaret Connors  
1. Malcolm Carroll 
2. Anne Fry 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Carl de Mello 
Monika Svarc (Snr) 

Bronwyn Buckley 
Anne Scanlon 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Diane McKeone 

Musicians Tim Carmel Elizabeth 

Cleaning Group:  4 Mark & Gabrielle Connolly, Mary Crowley, John Viola, Francis Yoo, Mick Privittera 

This week – 9th to 15th August:  Sacristan: Mel McKay  Counting: Bob’s Group 

 

mailto:sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
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