
  

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter (Year B) 
 

9th May 2021 
 

Readings: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48        1 John 4:7-10       John 15:9-17 
 

Let us try to understand our faith better and more deeply 
 

The Christian faith is deep and profound. Our faith is about believing in God, 
who is infinite and unfathomable, so there is no doubt that our faith is complex. 
In the Holy Scriptures and in many other ways, God has revealed himself to us.  
God has shared with us the ways we can know and fulfil our life goal through 
him, with him and in him. However, it doesn’t mean that we are able to 
understand all of God’s revelation completely. We are always trying to find ways 
to understand our faith in God. We will never be able to fully achieve this goal 
until we see God himself face-to-face one day in eternity. Every time that we 
make some progress on the journey, we can feel that we have understood more 
about our faith and that our faith is growing and our faith life is moving forward. 
That is why trying to understand our faith is always important and something that 
we should do whenever and wherever possible.  
 

Some people may think if we try to understand our faith, we will have to do some 
academic study and research. That is not the case. There are many other ways 
to help us achieve this goal. When we attend liturgical celebrations, we can feel 
God’s power and presence; when we follow his commandments, loving and 
caring about one another, our hearts will be filled with God’s love and peace; 
when we forgive those who have offended us, we will feel God’s deliverance 
from hatred and other negative powers. If we keep doing all of these things, with 
time passing, we will deepen and increase our understanding of the faith in God.  
 

However, we shouldn’t take lightly the value of academic activities in helping us 
understand our faith in God. There have been many great thinkers, philosophers 
and theologians who have made great contributions to helping us understand 
our faith, such as St Augustine of Hippo, St Thomas Aquinas, St Anselm of 
Canterbury etc. There is a famous motto by one of these great people, St Anselm 
of Canterbury, which reads, “Faith seeking understanding”. St Anselm 
encouraged us to seek understanding of faith in many different ways, including 
academic study and research. God has created the ability for us to use our 
reasoning to further our understanding and we should use it. When possible, all 
of us are encouraged to read and even write books on faith. When we 
understand our faith and the practices of our Christian tradition, we will be able 
to participate more deeply.  
 

Dear friends, as you may have realised, our parish has been organising some 
activities in order to increase our faith. You are invited to watch some faith video 
talks and read the Holy Scriptures and other faith books in these activities. Last 
year, our young adults participated in the Alpha experiences. They watched a 
series of videos on basic faith topics. They enjoyed it very much. Currently, we 
invite our parishioners to watch a series of videos called Catholicism, 
presented by Bishop Robert Barron, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles, on most Wednesday evenings at 7pm until July this year 
(but not this week!). Please come and join us to deepen our faith-
understanding. Later on this year, we will have a Bible sharing program. We 
hope all these programs will help our parishioners understand their faith better 
and more deeply.  

Fr Baiyi 
 

Readings for next weekend:  
 The Ascension of the Lord 

Acts 1:1-11       Ephesians 4:1-13      Mark 16:15-20 



    

Catholicism Series. Please note there will 
be a break in the series this week due to 
the First Holy Communion class 
experiencing the 2nd Rite of Reconciliation.  
 

Viewing of The Catholicism Series hosted 
by Bishop Robert Barron will continue 

Wednesday 7pm, 19th May. These sessions are 
vibrant and informative multimedias that can help us 
understand our faith better. All welcome.  

May In our parish this week 

Mon 10th  

 

8.00am Mass 
6.30pm Young Adults Group 
7.00pm Parish Pastoral Council meeting 
              

Tue 11th     
 

8.00am Mass with children 
   

Wed 12th     

 

6:30am Mass 
7.00pm 2nd Rite of Reconciliation for the 
First Holy Communion students 
 
 

Thu 13th            

 

No Mass 
7.30pm Faith Enrichment meeting 
 
 

Fri 14th   

 

Saint Matthias 
9.00am Rosary 
9.30am Mass with Year 6 students 
 

Sat 15th   

 

5.00pm Reconciliation  
            (or by appointment) 
6.00pm Vigil Mass for Sunday 
 
 

Sun 16th      

 

The Ascension of the Lord 
9.00am Mass 
10.00am St Peter’s Reconnect Group 
10.30am Altar Servers Support Group 
meeting 
6.00pm Mass 
 

 

Booking in to attend weekend Masses: Please go to 

https://www.trybooking.com/BPPWH  
to select your seat for weekend Masses.  Note that it is 
important that you sit in the seat for which you are 
ticketed. Make sure you scroll down and select 
‘Purchase’ at the end of the booking page. You will 
receive a confirmation email which will have your tickets 
and also a link to return some or all of your tickets if you 
are no longer able to attend that Mass.  
The TryBooking page is open until each relevant Mass 
time so that you can book in anytime, even when you 
arrive at Mass, via the QR code. However,  
Mass booking lists are printed at 11am on  
Friday so if you book after that, please be  
able to provide a ticket either on paper or  
on your mobile phone screen to show the  
Marshalls at the main doors that you have  
registered and your seat allocation.  
Weekday Masses: do not usually require pre-booking.  

Join the St Peter’s Flocknote Flock: Register to 
join at https://stpetersrochedale.flocknote.com.  
 

Sacramental Program 2021 
First Holy Communion: Second Rite of 
Reconciliation, this Wednesday 12th May, 7.00pm. 
 

Confirmation: Parent Information Night: Wednesday 
June 16th, 7pm.  

Crossroads:  For young people aged 12 to 16 years 
who would like to journey through the Crossroads 
Sacramental Program. 
For more information on the Sacramental Program 
please contact the Parish Office 

stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au or call 3341 4421 

Caritas Appeal: Caritas Australia, in partnership with 
Caritas India, is providing support to vulnerable 
communities as the nation is devastated by massive 
increases in COVID-19 infection rates. The communities 
which Caritas works with are among the most vulnerable 
to COVID-19, with poor access to clean water and 
Personal Protective Equipment. We are accepting 
donations through our Asia Emergency Appeal which can 
be found here: https://caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-
appeals/asia-emergency-appeal/  Please consider giving 
generously towards this as we support these vulnerable 
communities now, and assist them as they start to rebuild 
their lives in the future. 

Liturgical Musicians Training Day: Saturday 15 May at 
St Laurence’s College, South Brisbane from 9:am–
3:30pm. Register by scanning the code, or phoning 
Liturgy Brisbane on 3324 3321.  
 
 

Get vaccinated for the common good: Vaccination 
against COVID-19 is a morally good thing, providing 
protection for the person vaccinated and the wider 
community. Some COVID-19 vaccines are associated with 
ethically questionable production and research practices, 
but Pope Francis and the Australian Bishops have advised 
that it is morally permissible to receive any vaccine made 
available. More information is available 
at https://www.catholic.org.au/coronavirus 

Youth Update: New members always welcome!  
High School Youth Group: 7:00pm to 8:30pm in the 
Parish Centre. 9th and 23rd May; 6th and 20th June 
 

Young Adults Group: 10th & 26th May – 6:30pm 
 

📧 youth.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 

St Peter's Reconnect Group 
Sunday 16 May, 10am-12:30pm @ The Parish Centre. 

St Peter's Reconnect Group (Formerly known as Yr 6 
Reunion) is a youth event for High School students 
who attended St. Peter’s Primary to reconnect. 
Reconnect Group is an opportunity to rekindle 
friendships, participate in leadership activities and just 
have some fun together. If you know of anyone who 
may be interested, please invite them along!  

         God Bless, Olivia & Gerard 

 
 
 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word resumes this Sunday 9th 
May at the 9am Mass. Children’s Liturgy takes place 
during the Sunday 9am Mass in school terms but has 
been on a long break due to COVID. We require 2 adults 
to be present with the group so we need at least one 
parent helper per week with the leader. If you would like 
more information, please contact the Parish Office. 
  

 

Safeguarding Training for all lay ministers in the 
Archdiocese must be renewed at least every 2 years. To 
update our training, we are running Parish Safeguarding 
Training sessions on Saturday 29th May 10am or Monday 
31st May 10am or 7pm (note date change). All Lay 
Ministers, please plan to attend one of these sessions. 

The Catholic Leader:  The May edition of The Catholic 
Leader is now available in the church for $4. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
  

Those who have died: Elma Adamson, Merline Muldoon, Jim Gray, Mavis Mayo, Esme Jensen, Kerry McCall, 
Heather Leonard 
 

Book of Life & Mass Requests: Clara McKivett, Marie Maloney, Dennis Mitchell, Betty Wormald,  
Maree Hooiveld, Allen Thrower, Monica Kirchner, Fr Frank Clancy, Lorraine Clark, Hume Maynard,  
Dennis Marrinan, Jim Cook, Alan Mason, Mollie Ewart, Simon Bakker, John Bochniak, Josephine Ellway,  
Mary Malone, Leong Ah Kaw, Margaret Gibbon, Clara Tronchini, Audrey Wren, Rita van der Haar,  
Dora Saldanha, Francis Lamberth, Sid Edwards, May Young, Murty King, Bev Handy 
 

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Ben Privitera, Carole Hester, Tony Price, Marie Mitchell,  
Kathy Jensen, Sharon Peisley, Angeline Ta’ale 
 

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                     
 

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern:  

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051 103 
Family Group Facebook:  
St Peters Rochedale Family Groups 
Memorial Wall & Gardens: Mal Jensen 0411 641 312 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0410 193 569 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 
St Vincent de Paul:  
New members: John Blake 0411 196 775 

 

St Peter’s Planned Giving: Since 
March 2020, our income from 
collections at Mass and Planned 
Giving is down by 22.4%. We would 
be very grateful, if you are able, to 
continue to support the Parish 
financially. There are several options. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: To direct 
transfer your Planned Giving to our 
bank account, our BSB is 064-786 
and Account number is 100000067. 
Please use your surname and 
Planned Giving (or PG) as reference. 
  

Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please 
contact the Office to set these up. 
 

‘Parish Giving’ App: The logo to 
look for in the app store is a yellow 
and white cross forming a circle on a 
purple background.  
See our parish  
website for detailed ‘User Guides’.  
 

Tap & Go Donations: No cash at 
Mass? Try our donation terminal near 
the main doors: $5 donation per 
swipe to support St Peter’s Parish. 
 

To help with seminarian costs: 
Account Name: Vocations Support 
BSB: 064-786    Acct #: 100026892 
 

Roster: 15th & 16th May Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Carl de Mello Francis Yoo Petta Traynor 

AV Operator Mike Collier Mick Denton Gerard Lai 

Readers C. Lyndal Bray-Claridge 
1. Joseph Varkey 
2. Joyce Lyster 

C. Maria Chamberlain 
1. Feba Baji 
2. Zach Smith 

C. Lynn White 
1. Raylee Burns 
2. Helen Graczyk 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

Deacon Mike Jones 
Trish Meulman 

Bronwyn Buckley 
Stephanie Lenihan 

John Blake 
Kate Guy 

Musicians Elizabeth Fort Tim Hondroudakis Rita Bishop 

Cleaning Group 6: Julie and Basil Britto 

Cuppa & Chat - after 9am Mass, Sunday 16th May:  Family Group 

This week, 9th  – 15th May:  Sacristan: Mel McKay                                    Counting: Carl’s Group 

 

Faith Matters: Mary Mother of Jesus and Our Mother 
In May, the Month of Mary, Pope Francis recalls Our Lady’s response to 
the Angel’s call. Even as Mary accepts God’s request, she ‘goes in 
haste’ to comfort her cousin who is also bearing a child.  Elizabeth’s 
words of blessing express the magnitude and grace in Mary’s gesture:  
“Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 
And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to 
me?” 1 
‘Mary went to help! And Our Lady is always like this. She is our Mother 
who always hurries to us whenever we are in need’. 2  
As we celebrate the mothers in our lives, those who wear the cloak of 
mothering and all the care that this implies, we call on God’s enveloping 
blessing and protection.  
‘Loving and nurturing God, we thank you for mothers.  
For all those who mother in so many different ways.  
For all they mean or have meant to us. 
We thank you for the part they play in our lives,  
We thank you for this special day of saying ‘thank you’ to them. 
Loving God, we pray for those for whom Mothers’ day brings heartache 
rather than celebration. We pray for those who have not known their 
mother or whose mothers have died. 
We thank you for your mothering heart and your tender love , 
Which nurtures all who feel abandoned and lost.  
Loving and nurturing God, we thank you for the wonder of your 
mothering. 
As a mother protects her children, you watch over us day by day. 
We thank you for your arms which always encircle and protect us, 
Your hands shield and deliver us from harm’. 3 
 

1.Luke 1:42-43.   2. Pope Francis Homilies Mary, Our Lady (2013).  
3. Litany for Mothers’ Day Christine Sine (2019) Godspace 

 

           Faith Enrichment Ministry 
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