
  

 

In our parish this week: January 2026 
Monday      12 Tuesday     13 Wednesday 14 Thursday    15 Friday         16 Saturday    17 Sunday       18 

 
8.00am Mass 
 
 

 
8.00am Mass 
 
 
4.30pm 
SVDP Mtg 

 

 
8.00am Mass 

 
No Mass 
 

 
 

Parish Office 
Closed 

   
9.00am  
Rosary 
 
9.30am Mass 

St Anthony 
 
 
5.00pm Reco. 
 
6.00pm Mass 

2nd Sunday in 
Ordinary 

Time 
 
9.00am Mass 
 
6.00pm Mass 
followed by 
Cuppa 

The Baptism of the Lord  

11th January 2026 
 

Readings: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7   Acts 10:34-38    Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Baptism of the Lord: Beloved Son 

“The Baptism of the Lord” is a great feast in the Church. And the Church invites us to renew our own baptismal 

promises, so that we can live ever more transparently as a disciple, trying to do what is right and true, and good and 

beautiful. Before the Baptism we celebrated an 'infant Jesus.' Now, we celebrate an 'adult Jesus.' This is why today's 

celebration marks the transition from the liturgical season of Christmas into the liturgical season of Ordinary Time.  

“This is my son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” Jesus’ way of starting his public ministry was totally 

unexpected. Even John the Baptist couldn’t understand what was going on and said: “I need to be baptised by you, 

and do you come to me?” This question has remained with every generation of Christians down to the present time, 

and it is indeed the question we are invited to engage in. Jesus’ own reply was “Let it be so for now – he said –; for it 

is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness”. In other words, Jesus was baptised by John not to be cleansed 

of his own sins but to fulfil his Father’s will that he should take down into the waters of the Jordan, the burden of all 

humankind’s guilt.  

One may wonder and find it difficult to understand, and may ask the question: 'Why did Jesus need to be baptized by 

John?' John the Baptist preached a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins and therefore, most of those 

coming to him were repentant sinners. But Jesus was sinless; he did not commit any sin; so, in no way did he need 

this baptism of John the Baptist. Jesus did it to show his unity and solidarity with humanity, which he came to save. 

In lining up for baptism by John like a sinner, Jesus set aside all exemption for himself and completely identified with 

the sinful humanity and became one like them. He allowed himself to be numbered among sinners. He submitted 

himself entirely to his Father’s will. Out of love he consented to this baptism of death for the remission of our sins. He 

did it to sanctify the water of baptism, so that our sins are washed away and we come to a state of grace to follow 

him. It is to fulfill righteousness, i.e. to give a new, full and divine meaning to baptism.  

Here we see that Jesus is filled with and empowered by the Holy Spirit and is declared by God the Father as His 

beloved Son. And this happens to us when we are baptized, i.e. at baptism we are filled with and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit and obtain a new life. We also become a child of God in Jesus Christ. So, we see that baptism manifests 

or reveals who a Christian is.   

In baptism, we too are named by God. All of us have different names, signifying our uniqueness before God. Yet in 

baptism, all of us are given the same name, viz. 'child of God,' signifying our oneness with God and our unity with one 

another in God. God says to Jesus at his baptism, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” God says 

the same thing to each one of us in our baptism, 'You are my beloved daughter and my beloved son.' 

           Fr Johny Edapulavan CMI 

Rochedale Springwood 

955 Rochedale Rd,  

Rochedale 4123 

Phone: 3341 4421 (Parish Office) 
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Email: pp.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 

After-hours emergencies: 0481 975 660 
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Readings for next weekend:  

 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 

Isaiah 49:3, 5-6    1 Corinthians 1:1-3   John 1:29-34   

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
 

Those who have died:  Martin Hawkins, Jennifer McKee, Sesinando de Leon Snr. 
 

Book of Life & Mass Requests  
Clare Mann, George Gough, Maureen Leadbetter, Viliami Naupoto, Samuel Privitera, Fr Bill Hall, Cathy Donald,  
Kevin Dingwall, Theresa Adamson, Kerry Cavanagh, David Evans,  Paul Lavington, Patrick Doolan, Valda Long, 
Stan O’Gorman, Rita Poynting, Brendan Fagan, Thelma Armstrong, Thomas Hamill, Alfred Warwas, Clara 
Heckelman, Ray Kelley, Marie Spinks, Donald Irwin, Mary Clive, Charlotte Campbell.  
Bill Hawkins, Pamella Brown, Jessie Bess        
                             

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Phyllis Mayer, Jan Taylor, Claire MacMahon, Lameka Eketi, 
John & Simon Weatherley, Angela Russo, Betty Partridge, Ursula Williamson, Carol Timkoe, Victor Timkoe, Kate 
Kim, Veronica Scholes, Tany Lemon, Lynda Sweeney, Shelly Furman, Ray Dupreez, June McCrenor, Ian Forno, 
Brent Austin, Rex Bransdon, Don Tallon, Robert Cussans, Rikki-Lee Curran, Janet Hicks, Valerie Isaac, Mel 
Singh, Kerrianne Meulman, Kent McMahon, Maxine Macdonald, Kevin Collier, Ray Parker, Sr Lila Galvin, Phillip 
Van Rooyen, Olga Mariani, Patricia Green, Joy de Souza, Teresa Leong, Reg Van Rooyen, Rhonda Lawson, 
Kathy & Danae Jensen, Laurie Newnham.  
 

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.       
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.                                                  

Donations of eyeglasses: Our parish is helping 
support a medical mission led by a Catholic 
covenant community in the Archdiocese of Newark, 
New Jersey, USA.  
We are collecting used prescription glasses, 
sunglasses, and eyeglass cases to be donated to 
our less fortunate brothers and sisters in the rural 
areas of the Philippines. Volunteer doctors from the 
U.S. and local Filipino physicians will be providing 
free medical and dental care to those who cannot 
afford these services during February. 
If you have any eyeglasses or cases, you no longer 
use, your donation can help restore sight and bring 
hope to someone in need. (We will have a box at 
the church until Sunday 18th January. Alternatively, 
you can hand it in to our parish office until Friday 
16th January at 12 noon. Thank you. 

 

Parish Office: 955 Rochedale Rd, Rochedale 
Open: Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri 8.15am-1.15pm 
Closed Thursdays 
Phone: 3341 4421 
Website: www.stpetersrochedale.org.au 
Facebook: stpetersrochedaleparish 
 

Parish Secretary: Julie Hondroudakis 
Email: stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Coordinator of Lay Ministries:  Belmira D’Souza 
Email: layministry.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

ST PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL: 
Principal: Michael McInerney 
Phone; 3341 4800 
Email: prochedale@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 

ST PETER’S OSHC: 
Phone: 3219 7672 
Email: co.rochedaleoshc@catholicearlyedcare.qld.edu.au 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL (VINNIES) HELP CENTRE:  
Phone: 1800 846 643 

Rochedale Youth: Thank you to all of the youth 

and young adults who joined Rochedale Youth in 

2025. The Youth & Young Adults gatherings are 

usually held fortnightly on Thursday evenings in the 

Parish Centre starting at 7pm. We are currently on  

a well-deserved break. Gatherings will 

recommence in late January or early February. 

Keep checking the newsletter or your inbox for the 

next date. For information on our Youth Ministry or 

Young Adults Group, please speak to Clive D’Silva 

when you are at Mass or contact the Parish Office 

on 3341 4421.  

 

Happy New Year to ALL from Children’s Liturgy! 

 A big thank you to all who were involved in this ministry 

last year, Leaders, parents and children.  It’s a true 

blessing to be a part of developing the faith journey of our 

youngest parish members. If anyone is interested in being 

a part of our team for 2026, please don’t hesitate to contact 

me. During the holiday break we will be leaving children’s 

activity pages in a blue folder at the back of the church 

together with crayons which we hope will be used 

responsibly. Thank You.                               

Jodie Baigent 0405 406 337.  
 

Consider becoming a Catholic? Have you ever 
wondered about the Catholic faith? Our Parish of St Peter 
welcomes all who enquire about our Catholic faith. Your 
enquiry can be the beginning of your gradual and 
continuing journey of faith supported by our community. 
We are here to make the journey with you. You are 
welcome to ‘Come and See’ how a life of faith might be for 
you. Your first step? Contact the Parish Office on 3341 
4421 to arrange a chat over coffee, a phone conversation, 
or a meeting.  
 

SVDP Piety Stall is open after Sun 9am Mass: 
Columban Calendars for 2026 on sale $10 each.  

http://www.stpetersrochedale.org.au/
mailto:stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:layministry.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:prochedale@bne.catholic.edu.au
mailto:co.rochedaleoshc@catholicearlyedcare.qld.edu.au


  

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Roster: 17th & 18th Jan. Saturday 6pm Mass Sunday 9am Mass Sunday 6pm Mass 

Mass Co-ordinator Carl de Mello Grace Tuazon Liberty de Jesus 

AV Operator David Crowley Efren Tuazon/Alina George Trevor Waturuocha 

Readers C. Mal Jensen 
1.  Joseph Varkey 
2.  Patricia Bransdon 

C. Megan Philpott 
1. Lisa Hammett 
2. Maria Chamberlain 

C. Cesarina Gigante 
1. Jonathan Vigor 
2. Malcolm Carroll 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of Communion 

 
Trish Meulman 
Shelagh Ballment 
Michael Jarvis 

Alan Vigor 
Rosie Bertolacci 
Conrad D’Netto 
Stephanie Lenihan 
Vivienne Linnett 

 
John Blake 
Megan Carroll 
Ann Maree Collier 

Musicians Elizabeth Fort Rita Bishop Elizabeth Fort 

Altar Servers Volunteer Volunteer Volunteer 

Cleaning Group 1 Lyndal Bray- Claridge, Kate Guy & Nita Stratton-Funk. 

Cuppa & Chat: after 6pm Sunday 18th Jan Mass: Kate Guy & Malcolm Carroll. 

This week: 11th -17th Jan:                    Sacristan: Suma Joseph                           Counting: Bob’s Group 

 
Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office 
on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Other Parish Contacts: 
Care & Concern: Transport: 0413 268 860 

Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051 103 
Memorial Wall & Gardens:  

Mark Connolly 0434 147 835 
St Vincent de Paul:  

New members: Kevin Fry 0417 002 782 

 

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults 
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0451 804 058 or 
                  sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au 
Social Justice Group Facebook:  
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group 

Faith Matters:    Grace in Troubled Times 

We pause In Christian theology, grace is the free and unearned 
gift of God’s love, mercy, and life given to humanity. It lies at the 
very heart of the gospel. Grace is not something we achieve 
through moral effort, religious observance, or personal merit; 
rather, it is something we receive. As the Apostle Paul declares, 
“By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8). 

Grace begins with God’s initiative. From creation to redemption, 
God reaches out to a broken world in love. Human sin creates 
separation from God, but grace bridges that gulf. In Jesus 
Christ, grace takes flesh: God enters human history, bears the 
weight of sin, and overcomes death. The cross is the clearest 
sign of grace—God giving himself for those who could not save 
themselves. 

Grace is both forgiveness and transformation. It pardons sin, 
restoring our relationship with God, but it also reshapes our 
lives. 

Grace also shapes Christian community. Those who live by 
grace are called to extend grace—showing mercy, patience, 
and forgiveness to others. In this way, grace becomes visible in 
acts of compassion and justice. 

In these troubled times when tyrants rule, countries are 
invaded, and at home antisemitism is rising as is Islamophobia, 
there is a temptation to withdraw from or vilify people whose 
religion is not our own.  We need to be careful to extend Grace 
to those who see things differently to us so that we may all live 
in peace and harmony as God intends. 

Ultimately, Christian grace proclaims hope: that salvation is 
God’s work from beginning to end, and that even in human 
weakness, God’s generous love is more than enough. 

    Faith Enrichment Ministry                                                             

 

 

Books for sale from the Parish Office & 

church. 

Break Open the Word 2026 resource for 

readers at weekend Mass. Cost $33 each. 

Catholic Foundations Module 3: Being 

Sacramental: Are you looking to deepen 

both your understanding of sacramentality, 

the sacraments and their context in liturgy 

in the Catholic tradition? This course 

explores the nature of God’s presence in 

the sacraments, the nature of grace, how 

grace is received and experienced in and 

beyond the sacraments of the Church The 

experience of the Catholic Foundations 

core modules is designed to engage both 

the head and the heart, to encourage 

participants to grow in knowledge and the 

lived experience of Catholic faith. This 

Module is a 9-week intensive with an 

optional Archdiocesan Certificate awarded 

upon the completion of five responses to 

the set reflection questions. When: Starting 

Monday 2 February at 7pm Where: Hanly 

Room, Francis Rush Centre The option to 

participate online as part of a local hub is 

also available. For more information or to 

register please visit catholicformation.au 

mailto:stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au


  

St Peter’s Planned Giving:  
We would be very grateful, if you are able, to support 
the Parish financially. There are several options. 
 

Via Direct Bank Transfer: To direct transfer your 
Planned Giving to our bank account, our BSB is 064-
786 and Account number is 100000067. Please use 
your surname and Planned Giving (or PG) as 
reference. 
  

Envelopes, Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please 
contact the Office to set these up. 
 

Tap & Go Donations: No cash at Mass? Try our 
donation terminal near the main doors: you can choose 
from 4 options for your donation amount to support     
St Peter’s Parish. 
‘Parish Giving’ App: The logo to look for in the app 
store is a yellow and white cross forming a circle on a 
purple background.  
          Thank you for your support. 
 

Entertainment Memberships  
 Your 12 months Membership gives you savings on dining, 
retail, entertainment and travel. You can chose between a 
Single City membership or Multi-City which covers over 20 
cities – great for travel! 
* 20% of your purchase goes directly to our parish. 
Your key to exclusive savings and meaningful impact 
awaits!  St Peter’s Online Order Page is 
https://subscribe.entertainment.com.au/fundraiser/2224e97 

 

These businesses support our parish, please support them: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding Training: We are all responsible for the 
Safeguarding of each other especially children and 
Adult-at-risk whenever we are at the church or parish. 
Every volunteer in any role of the parish potentially 
dealing with children or adults-at risk must undertake 
Safeguarding Training every 2 years. This is now ideally 
done via the Arch elearn portal. Please go to 
https://welcome.brisbanecatholic.org.au/.  
For those unable or unwilling to use the online portal, we 
will be running group training sessions. Please contact 
the Parish Office to register for a group training session.  

Chairs, TV and a fish tank to give away! We have 20 
plastic chairs from the Parish Centre that we would like to 
give away. We also have a rather large fish tank and a 42 
inch colour TV. Please speak to Fr Johny or contact the 
Parish Office if you are interested in any of these items. 

Welcome to Flocknote: January 2026 Signup! Parishioners and visitors are invited to sign-up to Flocknote, our 

communication and engagement tool. Our Parish (and the Archdiocese of Brisbane) has officially adopted Flocknote 

for all parishes, as a safe, new, and improved database and means of communicating in parishes. 

Flocknote is free for parishioners to use, and there is no need to download anything. Please  

register to update our parishioner information. Your info is kept secure and private.  

It only takes a couple minutes to sign up to receive emails from the parish. You are even able to 

reply directly back to those emails so we can get feedback and hear from you. Parishioners and 

visitors are invited to use the link or QR code and signup and register with the parish.  

If you have any questions, please see Fr Johny, or speak with Julie in the Parish Office.  

Please go to https://rochedale.flocknote.com/register or scan the QR code 

https://subscribe.entertainment.com.au/fundraiser/2224e97
https://welcome.brisbanecatholic.org.au/
https://rochedale.flocknote.com/register

