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The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
25" January 2026

Readings: Isaiah 8:23-9:1 1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17  Matthew 4:12-23

Ordinary to Extra-Ordinary Disciples

Jesus’ disciples were ordinary men of the time. Several saints in the Catholic Church were considered slow, simple,
or intellectually weak by the standards of their time, yet they achieved profound holiness. Many are now patrons of
those with learning disabilities or mental challenges. Their faith in the Lord was so deep that they did wonders with
their faith.

The Sea of Galilee offered fishermen a livelihood for many generations. Perhaps that is why at least seven of the
disciples were fishermen. The calling of the Jewish fishermen was the first step by which God would bring the light of
the Gospel to shine on all people. Much of a fisherman’s day was spent mending or washing nets. Andrew was doing
just that when Jesus called him. His brother, Peter, watched Jesus climb into his boat, then preach to the people. He
realized that Jesus was not only a prophet, but someone to whom he would surrender his life. James and his brother,
John, were mending nets with their father when Jesus called them. These two “sons of Zebedee” were not
just fishermen. As business owners, they hired other men to work for them.

When Jesus first called Matthew, he was sitting at the tax collector’s booth. Matthew belonged to the class of Jewish
tax collectors who extorted money from travellers. Publicans or tax collectors were despised, regarded as traitors to
their own people. Their money was considered unclean. A publican’s money could not be tithed to the temple. A good
Jew would not even associate with publicans in private life. Jesus upset the Pharisees when He enjoyed a meal at
Matthew’s house. While not strictly a profession, Simon the Canaanite, earned the title of zealot. His fierce loyalty to
his faith and Israel was evident. The zealots were a religious sect, from the Greek ‘zealous one.’ Zealots
would attempt to arouse rebellion among the Jews. When Simon joined Jesus as a disciple, he remained zealous, but
with a new allegiance and loyalty to Jesus, rather than a political revolution. Thomas and Bartholomew (Nathanael)
may have been fishermen, who joined the other five disciples, returning to their profession after Jesus’ crucifixion. It
is possible that these disciples had learned the fishing trade as young men. In all likelihood Philip, James (the son of
Alphaeus), and Judas (Thaddaeus) were tradesmen of some sort. Regardless of their professions, eleven of the
disciples immediately left behind everything to follow Jesus. Judas Iscariot, chosen by Jesus as treasurer, appears to
be the only disciple who struggled continually with financial insecurity.

The disciples would be “casting their nets” in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. The Lord would
provide the miraculous catch. The once prosperous Matthew, along with the other disciples, learned that God would
meet their every need as they preached. “Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts; take no bag for
the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff; for the worker is worth his keep”. Jesus sent these ordinary men out,
endowed with His own power and authority. As long as they relied on His strength, they were unstoppable. Then the
disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs
that accompanied it. Fr Johny Edapulavan CMI
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AUSTRALIA DAY: We will celebrate Australia
Day on Monday 26" January, with a special Mass
at 9am followed by a cuppa. Please join us.

Readings for next weekend:
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)
Zephaniah 2:3:3:12-13 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 Matthew 5:1-12

Cultural Inmersion Days 2026:
This year there are three exciting opportunities to
connect with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people as they share their stories on country. The
Archdiocese of Brisbane is organising three trips
throughout the year.
One will be to Bribie Island, to discover the stories
from this unique place.
Another will be to the Cherbourg Ration Shed with
many stories from the Stolen Generation and
places of interest to see.
Finally there will be a trip to Minjerribah (North
Stradbroke) to hear cultural stories from this
beautiful island community. Please keep an eye on
the newsletter for the dates; once they are finalised
we will advise you! You are sincerely encouraged
to spend time with elders and hear their stories on
these wonderful trips. If you have questions,
please speak with Elizabeth Fort and she will assist
you.

Parish RAP Working Group.

Children’s Liturgy will resume on Sunday 1%t Feb at the
9am Mass. If anyone is interested in being a part of our
team for 2026, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Jodie Baigent 0405 406 337.

SVDP Piety Stall is open after Sun 9am Mass:
Columban Calendars for 2026 on sale $10 each.

Morning Tea Gathering: Our first monthly get together
for the New Year, at the local coffee shop, will be held at
More Cafe in Springwood Mall (near Woolworths) at
10am on Monday 2nd February. —
All are welcome to come along. "

Donations of eyeglasses: Thank you to all those
who donated to this worthy cause.

Consider becoming a Catholic? Have you ever
wondered about the Catholic faith? Or, are you an adult
who was baptised Catholic but have never received the
other Sacraments? Our Parish of St Peter welcomes all
who enquire about our Catholic faith. Your enquiry can be
the beginning of your gradual and continuing journey of
faith supported by our community. We are here to make
the journey with you. You are welcome to ‘Come and See’
how a life of faith might be for you. Your first step? Contact
the Parish Office on 3341 4421 to arrange a chat over
coffee, a phone conversation, or a meeting.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Those who have died: Fr Peter Casey, Kata Jonjic, Ray Dupreez, Victoria Somerville, Martin Hawkins,

Jennifer McKee

Book of Life & Mass Regquests: Fouad Chalhoub, Daisy Bucklar, Robert Irwin, Ron Tasker, Derek Sharp,
Paula Mulderry, Vince Dibella, Julie Apted, Kathleen Slattery, Alan D’Mello, Pauline & Peter Maczkowiack, Sheila
O’Neil, Alan Camp, John Bakalec, Dorothy Kenway, Catherine Forman, Mary Mulherin, Sr Margaret O’'Brien RSC,
Hope Wiltshire, Jim O’'Donnell, Wolfgang Kurth, Robert Mallon, Monica Wing, Harold Potent, Mary St George,

Fred Timkoe, Ivy Mosely, Win Peters.

Please pray for those who are sick, especially: Anna Yoo, Phyllis Mayer, Jan Taylor, Claire MacMahon,
Lameka Eketi, John & Simon Weatherley, Angela Russo, Betty Partridge, Ursula Williamson, Carol Timkoe, Victor
Timkoe, Kate Kim, Veronica Scholes, Tany Lemon, Lynda Sweeney, Shelly Furman, June McCrenor, lan Forno,
Brent Austin, Rex Bransdon, Don Tallon, Robert Cussans, Rikki-Lee Curran, Janet Hicks, Valerie Isaac,

Mel Singh, Kerrianne Meulman, Kent McMahon, Maxine Macdonald, Kevin Collier, Ray Parker, Sr Lila Galvin,
Phillip Van Rooyen, Olga Mariani, Patricia Green, Joy de Souza, Teresa Leong, Reg Van Rooyen,

Rhonda Lawson, Kathy & Danae Jensen, Laurie Newnham.

Please contact the Parish Office via phone or email to add names to the list for Prayers for those who have died or who are sick.
Please ensure you have the permission of the person who is sick to make their name public prior to contacting the Office.

Parish Office: 955 Rochedale Rd, Rochedale
Open: Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri 8.15am-1.15pm
Closed Thursdays

Phone: 3341 4421

Website: www.stpetersrochedale.org.au
Facebook: stpetersrochedaleparish

Parish Secretary: Julie Hondroudakis

Email: stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au
Coordinator of Lay Ministries: Belmira D’'Souza
Email: layministry.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au

ST PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Principal: Michael Mclnerney

Phone; 3341 4800

Email: prochedale@bne.catholic.edu.au

ST PETER’S OSHC:
Phone: 3219 7672
Email: co.rochedaleoshc@catholicearlyedcare.qld.edu.au

ST VINCENT DE PAUL (VINNIES) HELP CENTRE:
Phone: 1800 846 643
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Faith Matters: “Don’t bear false witness against your neighbour”

The abovementioned commandment is a truly serious one, coming
close to the commands not to steal and not to murder.

When someone brings a false accusation against another person, it
can cause great evil.

Destroying or even putting a question mark over another person’s
character can have a profound effect, especially when done falsely
and maliciously.

The trouble is, when someone is accused of wrongdoing, those who
hear about it tend to look at that person with suspicion, even if
nothing has been proved. It is hard to avoid having reservations
once a query has been raised: it can alter our desire to have contact

Social Justice Statement Launch: All
are invited to the Brisbane launch of the
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
2026 Social Justice Statement, "The Cost
of Our Living: Economic and Social
Justice for the Common Good", to be
launched by Archbishop Shane Mackinlay.
When: Tuesday 10th February at 7pm
Where: St James Parish, Coorparoo

To find out more and register, or access
the livestream link, please Vvisit

www.tinyurl.com/sjstate26

with that person—even when there has been no proof. Such a taint
may last years, even if no proof was found to substantiate the
accusation.

We can so easily jump to conclusions and condemn someone based
on hearsay, which itself tends to alter as it passes from person to
person—gossip!

There is a movie about a teenager who was a decent person, but
was publicly accused of posting nasty comments online about other
schoolmates, even though it was the accuser who was responsible.
Everyone believed the lie, which nearly destroyed the girl’s life.

So, how do we deal with hearing someone has had a serious
allegation made against them?

The first thing to do, surely, is not to accept claims at face value—
how would you feel if you were the subject of a false accusation?
The law of God and the law of the land says one is innocent until
proven guilty. There has to be proof, and while it is reasonable to be
cautious, we need to seek the truth, not treating the accused in an
unloving way. Love and light must always reign.

Satan is at work, especially against those who preach Jesus. Don’t
let him win!

Faith Enrichment Ministry

Al
JUSTICE
 STATEMENT

CATHOLIC JUSTICE AND PEACE
COMMISSION INVITES YOU TO

Brisbane launch of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 2026 Social
Justice Launched by Ar i Shane i with a reflection
from Trish McMahon, State President for St Vincent de Paul Society.

| THE COST OF OUR LIVING: ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL JUSTICE FOR THE COMMON GOOD.

10 FEB | 7PM | ST JAMES PARISH HALL

92 Kirkland Avenue Coorparoo (Off-street parking available)

e your seat or
- = connection

Register

Hosted by the St James Catholic Parish Social Justice Group
«nd the Brisbane Catholic Justice and Peace Commission

(O

Chairs to give away! We have 20 plastic
chairs from the Parish Centre that we
would like to give away - and a fish tank!

Roster: 315t Jan / 1t Feb | Saturday 6pm Mass

Sunday 9am Mass

Sunday 6pm Mass

1. Marissa Boucher 1. Eric Quan

2. Patricia Bransdon

Mass Co-ordinator Carl de Mello Isaac & Mary Barnier Kate Guy
AV Operator Mike Collier Volunteer needed Jonathan Vigor
Readers C. Lyndal Bray-Claridge C. Alina George C. Bob Burns

2. Maria Chamberlain

1. Raylee Burns
2. Sharon Fong

Anne Scanlon
Alan Vigor

Extraordinary Ministers
of Communion Ann Maree Collier
Trish Meulman
Joseph Varkey

Lisa Hammett

Rosie Bertolacci
Conrad D’Netto

Vickie Routledge
Laly Chakoo
John Blake

Musicians Elizabeth Fort Rita Bishop

Elizabeth Fort

Altar Servers Volunteer Volunteer

Volunteer

Cleaning Group 3

Lance George, Liberty De Jesus, Blanca Mastrangeli & Karin Biedermann.

Cuppa & Chat: after 6pm Saturday 315t Jan Mass: Ann Maree Collier, Peta Grandin & Mike Jarvis.

This week: 25t -31st Jan:

Sacristan: Celine Phillips

Counting: Carl’s Group

Are you new to our Parish? WELCOME!! We’d like to formally greet you, so please contact the Parish Office

on 3341 4421 or stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au

Other Parish Contacts:
Care & Concern: Transport: 0413 268 860
Co-ordinator: Lynn White 0403 051 103

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
Representative: Malcolm Carroll 0451 804 058 or
sgrep.stpetroch@bne.catholic.net.au

Memorial Wall & Gardens:
Mark Connolly 0434 147 835
St Vincent de Paul:
New members: Kevin Fry 0417 002 782

Social Justice Group Facebook:
St Peter's Rochedale Social Justice Group
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Welcome to Flocknote: January 2026 Signup! Parishioners and visitors are invited to sign-up to Flocknote, our
communication and engagement tool. Our Parish (and the Archdiocese of Brisbane) has officially adopted Flocknote
for all parishes, as a safe, new, and improved database and means of communicating in parishes.
Flocknote is free for parishioners to use, and there is no need to download anything. Please
register to update our parishioner information. Your info is kept secure and private.

It only takes a couple minutes to sign up to receive emails from the parish. You are even able to
reply directly back to those emails so we can get feedback and hear from you. Parishioners and
visitors are invited to use the link or QR code and signup and register with the parish.

If you have any questions, please see Fr Johny, or speak with Julie in the Parish Office.

Please go to https://rochedale.flocknote.com/register or scan the QR code.

Safeguarding Training: We are all responsible for the
Safeguarding of each other especially children and
Adult-at-risk whenever we are at the church or parish.
Every volunteer in any role of the parish potentially
dealing with children or adults-at risk must undertake

Safeguarding Training every 2 years. This is now ideally
done via the Arch elearn portal. Please go to
https://welcome.brisbanecatholic.org.au/.

For those unable or unwilling to use the online portal, we
will be running group training sessions. Please contact
the Parish Office to register for a group training session.

Evangelisation Pastoral Associate needed at
Springfield Parish: see the noticeboard on the church
verandah for the flyer. Learn more and apply via
www.tinyurl.com/OLSC-EPA26

These businesses support our parish, please support them:

N gy,

Couect %
St Thomas More College
SUNNYBANK

oty S O

Start Your
Aerospace
Journey at
STMC

QR CODE
% TO ENQUIRE

&= 3
4 AEROSPACE

Entertainment Memberships: Unlock 12 months of
unbeatable 2-for-1 dining, activities, travel, and more — all
while giving back, with 20% of your Membership purchase
going to support our Parish. Right now, grab two
amazing bonuses — at no extra cost: FREE Multi
City Upgrade — enjoy thousands of offers not just in your
city, but across Australia, New Zealand & Bali! BONUS
$30 Visa eGift Card — spend it however you like! Offer
ends Monday 2 February 2026 at 5:00 pm.

St Peter’s Online Order Page is
https://subscribe.entertainment.com.au/fundraiser/2224e97

by ) Troy Grindrod
0479 172 708

Pre-Purchase Building
and Pest Inspector

Pool Safety Inspector

THE BEST BUILDING AND PEST INSPECTION
thebestbuildingandpest.com

St Peter’s Planned Giving:

We would be very grateful, if you are able, to support
the Parish financially. There are several options.

Via Direct Bank Transfer: To direct transfer your
Planned Giving to our bank account, our BSB is 064-
786 and Account number is 100000067. Please use
your surname and Planned Giving (or PG) as
reference.

Envelopes, Credit Card or Direct Debit: Please
contact the Office to set these up.

Tap & Go Donations: No cash at Mass? Try our
donation terminal near the main doors: you can choose
from 4 options for your donation amount to support

St Peter’s Parish.

‘Parish Giving’ App: The logo to look for in the app
store is a yellow and white cross forming a circle on a
purple background.

Thank you for your support.

Holy Cross

FUNERALS ,i L/
X‘; 2 A’

Guidingyou |-
through your |
time of need ~ |
with compassmn,;) /.
dignityand .2,
affordability.

07 3293 0555 Kippa Ring | 07 5208 9337 Caloundra
info@holycrossfunerals.com holycrossfunerals.com.au
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